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Index Catalog of Oral Histories 

Fairfax County, Virginia 
 

Aaron, Barbara: Barbara’s 2006 interview can be located at Reston Reflections Oral History Collection,  

Special Collections Research Center, George Mason University Libraries under Series 1: 

Transcripts (1994-2008), Box 1, Folders 1 and 2. 

 

Abrams, Veronica: Veronica’s 2002 interview can be located at Reston Reflections Oral History 

Collection, Special Collections Research Center, George Mason University Libraries under Series 

1: Transcripts (1994-2008), Box 1, Folders 3,4,5, and 6. 

 

Ackerman, Patricia Lanka: Patricia’s 2005 interview can be located at Reston Reflections Oral History 

Collection, Special Collections Research Center, George Mason University Libraries under Series 

1: Transcripts (1994-2008), Box 1, Folder 7. 

 

Adams, Hebron: Hebron’s 1994 interview can be located at Reston Reflections Oral History Collection,  

Special Collections Research Center, George Mason University Libraries under Series 1: 

Transcripts (1994-2008), Box 1, Folder 8. 

 

Adams, Ida: Ida, a former teacher at the Forestville School in Great Falls, talked about two of her former 

students. Her 1969 oral interview can be found in cassette format at the George Mason 

University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 1, Northern Virginia 

Community (1958-1990), Box 1. 

  

Adcock, Kathy: Kathy’s 2003 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Addington, Jennifer: Jennifer grew up in the Old Burke area of Fairfax County, living in the White Oaks  

Schoolhouse (ca.1912). Her parent’s, Colonel Arthur Cornelson and his wife Eliza, purchased the 

building in 1950. It was beside railroad tracks. Across the tracks was the community of Old 

Burke: Carson’s Trading Post, Brown’s Gulf Station, and a Methodist Church that included the 

post office. Jennifer described a very rural area close-knit community in detail before it was 

developed. Her 2005 oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript Collection, 

MSS 13-02, or online at braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, Fairfax, 

Virginia.”  

 

Adler, Cookie: Cookie’s 2006 interview can be located at Reston Reflections Oral History Collection,  

Special Collections Research Center, George Mason University Libraries under Series 1: 

Transcripts (1994-2008), Box 1, Folders 9 and 10. 

 

Adler, Dale: Dale’s parents purchased ten acres on Route 123 in the 1940s, where the George Mason 

Field House is today, and cleared the land before moving into the house in 1951. The family 

farmed the land and raised beef cattle. Her father worked for the Saturday Evening Post and was 

the official White House photographer under President Richard Nixon. In her 2005 interview, 

Dale discussed many topics that included her schooling, the logging industry, Virginia City, 

Patty’s Riding Stable, the Courthouse Country Club, and her first car – a ’66 canary yellow 

Chevrolet Malibu. Dale’s oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript Collection, 



 

 

MSS 13-02, or online at braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, Fairfax, 

Virginia.”  

 

Agee, Mary: At the time of her 2008 interview, Mary was the Director and Chair of the Northern  

Virginia Family Services, a private nonprofit organization geared toward helpline low income 

families. She discussed the organization in great detail, including its history. She thought that the 

biggest change she witnessed during her tenure as chair was ethnic diversity and the severity of 

issues. Mary’s recollection can be found at http:www.fairfaxcounty.gov/providence/perspective. 

 

Akre, Jack: In 1943, at age 12, Jack joined the McLean Volunteer Fire Department. He was the youngest 

person to achieve admittance. He became Fire Chief of the McLean Volunteer Station in 1970. 

His interview of 2006 discussed much of the history of the McLean Volunteer Fire Department 

and is included in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning on 

page 1. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, and the 

Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Alden, Robert Ames: Bob, a former editor at The Washington Post, spearheaded the drive to build the  

McLean Green, McLean Central Park, the Dolley Madison Library, and the McLean Community 

Center. Bob’s 2006 interview is included in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great 

Falls, Virginia beginning on page 7. This book can be found at the Dolley Madison Library, 

Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the 

McLean Historical Society. A 1973 oral interview with Bob discussing life in McLean, Langley, 

and Lewinsville (with particular emphasis on the Lewinsville Church) can be obtained in cassette 

format at the George Mason University Libraries Special Collection and Archive Division under 

the Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 1, “Northern Virginia Community 

(1958-1990), Box 1. 

 

Anderson, Philip: Philip’s 2007 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Andrykovitch, George: George’s 2001 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason 

  University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Ankers, Del: Del was a self-taught regarded photographer and documentary producer. Included in his 

memories is a brief description of his family’s former Loudoun County dairy farm on Leesburg 

Pike where19 Union and Confederate soldiers are buried. Ankers filmed all of Jimmy Henson’s 

Muppet commercials. He was one of three developers that built the Chesterbrook Shopping 

Center in McLean on Old Dominion Drive and owner of the Springhill business center on Spring 

Hill Road. Del’s 2005  interview is included in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great 

Falls, Virginia beginning on page 13. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, 

Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Atkins, Marjorie: Marjorie talked about her husband, Oliver Atkins, a well-known photographer. He 

was the personal photographer to President Richard Nixon, but also photographed many other 

presidents. Marjorie’s 1978 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Backus, Florence: Florence’s 1984 interview also included Clyde Shepherd. Two sound cassettes can 

 be found at the George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, 

  Series 2, Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 1. 

 



 

 

Bailey, Charles: Charles, a Herndon resident, discussed the Navy School and other schools in Pender 

Virginia in his 1970 oral interview. It can be found in cassette format and one abstract at the 

George Mason University Libraries Special Collection and Archive Division under the Northern 

Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 1, Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), 

Box 1. 

 

Baker, Arnold and Judith: The Arnolds moved to Rosemary Lane in Falls Church about 1972 and soon 

immersed themselves in community life. They discussed community problems, changes within 

their neighborhood, schools, scouting, social issues, Operation Breakthrough, and growing grapes 

as a hobby to make wine. The remembrances of Arnold and Judith Baker can be found at 

http:www.fairfaxcounty.gov/providence/perspective. 

 

Balderson, Jean: Jean’s 1981 interview also included Shirley Price. They address community life in 

Reston, Virginia, ca 1963-1981. There is an emphasis on the developers and Robert Simon’s 

master plan for Reston. Jean’s three page abstract and a hand-written abstract can be obtained at 

the George Mason University Libraries Special Collection and Archive Division under the 

Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 3, Transcripts: Northern Virginia 

Community (1962-1988), Box 14, Folder 1. 

 

Bates, Mildred: Mildred’s 1983 history talked about Life in the Communities of Alexandria and Fairfax  

County 1917-1943. Mildred’s recollection can be obtained in cassette format and a one page 

abstract at the George Mason University Libraries Special Collection and Archive Division under 

the Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 1, Northern Virginia Community, 

1958-1990, Box 1 and Series 2, and Northern Virginia Changes, 1962-1990, Box 1. It can also be 

found in a four page abstract and a five page handwritten abstract under Series 4, Transcripts: 

Northern Virginia Changes (1972-1989), Box 14, Folder 2. 

          

Barnes, Jack: Jack, an early resident of the Falls Church Pimmit Hills subdivision, purchased his house 

in 1950. He described the growth of the subdivision, the sewer plant, paving a short stretch of 

Pimmit Run, sidewalks, and building schools to accommodate the needs of the expanding 

neighborhood. Jack’s 2009 interview is included in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of 

McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 1. This book can be obtained at the Dolley 

Madison Library, the Great Falls Library, and Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Baucom, Richard: Richards’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be 

Obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04.  

 

Baum, Catherine: Catherine’s career involved real estate. She discussed difficulties women once faced 

when purchasing a home and how she was able to obtain a mortgage through the Gulf Reston  

Corporation to purchase a one-bedroom condominium in Reston for herself. She talked about 

Mary Howard, once president of the Northern Virginia Board of Realtors, her various real estate 

positions, changes in home design over the years, and her presidency of the Washington division 

of Drees Homes. Catherine’s 2005 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason 

University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Baum, Willa K.: Willa’s undated oral interview can be found in cassette format at the George Mason 

University Libraries Special Collection and Archive Division under the Northern Virginia Oral 

History Project Collection, Series 1, Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 1. 

 

Beach, Warren: Warren had saw mill operations in Herndon before moving in 1934 to the Shady Oak 



 

 

area of what is now Great Falls and opening a general store. He later moved his family further up 

what is now called Beach Mill Road to a 130 acre farm he had acquired and farmed the land. At 

that time the farm had a Herndon address. In 1940 Warren began operating another saw mill 

nearby. It was located about half way between the Old Jefferson School and Smith’s Chapel and 

was known as Beach’s Saw Mill. Warren’s transcribed 1983 oral history can be found in the 

Virginia rare book section (VRARE B Beach) of Fairfax County’s Virginia Room or by 

contacting the Great Falls Historical Society. 

 

Beall, Janet: The Beall family moved from Maryland to the Chesterbrook area of McLean in 1913, 

where Janet grew up on a 52 acre dairy farm The produce stand that stood in front of her 

grandparents Kirby Road house operated until 1993. The adjacent red barn was an area landmark 

and often the subject for artists. Janet’s 2006 interview described Chesterbrook when she knew it 

as a farming community and is included in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great 

Falls, Virginia beginning on page 17. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, 

Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Beard, Joseph E.: Joseph was a Floris (Herndon) native. He was appointed to serve as Fairfax County’s  

Agricultural Extension Agent in the late 1930s. Two 1979 interviews (“Agriculture in Fairfax 

County” and (“Frying Pan Park Research”) can be obtained at the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room under D’Anne Aultmann Evans Papers MSS 06-42. An additional oral 

interview concerning Herndon’s history can be found at the same location under VRARE B 

Beard. Four other oral histories can be found in cassette or transcribed format at the George 

Mason University Libraries Special Collection and Archive Division under the Northern Virginia 

Oral History Project Collection, Series 1, Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 1. 

They are as follows: the November 21, 1974, history discusses farm life in Fairfax County; the 

August 9, 1975, refers to his reminiscences of Fairfax County as an Agricultural Agent; one 

January 23, 1979, interview talks about life in the Floris and Herndon communities; and a March 

6, 1979, interview that includes Holden Harrison examines dairy farming in the county. The 

November 21, 1974, (21 page transcript) and March 6, 1979, (25 page transcript) are available at 

the Northern Virginia Project Collection under Series 3, Transcripts: Northern Virginia 

Community (1962-1988), Box 14, Folders 3 and 4. 

         

Beattie, Judith: Judith lived in the Hunter Valley subdivision near Oakton and was a president of the 

Hunter’s Valley Civic Association She talks about her children sledding down Hannah’s Hill, 

shopping in Vienna, owning the Hunter Mill County Day School, Hunter’s Valley Riding Club, 

helping to found the Unitarian Church on Hunter Mill Road, the impact of I-66 on her 

community, and the beginnings of the Oakton Library. Judith’s 2007 recollection can be found at 

http:www.fairfaxcounty.gov/providence/perspective. 

 

Beerman, John: John, a pilot during the Korean War, served on the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 

representing the Providence District; he was chairman for one year. He addressed the make-up of 

the Board and many of the issues that it was involved with. He further elaborated on the increased 

growth in the county, the development of Reston, the Fairfax County School Board, and the first 

public golf course constructed in Fairfax County. John’s 2007 recollection can be found at 

http:www.fairfaxcounty.gov/providence/perspective. 

 

Belote, Ernest (Buddy): Buddy’s family roots in Northern Virginia stretched to pre-Revolutionary War 

days. His ancestor, Colonel William Fitzhugh of Bedfordshire, England, purchased about 22,000 

acres of land in Northern Virginia and began cultivating what would become one of the largest 

tobacco plantations in Northern Virginia. The property encompassed the current Ravensworth 

neighborhood in the Braddock District. After discussing the Fitzhughs, Buddy talked about his 



 

 

career in radio and television news, his daughter's Olympic swimming achievements, and 

Braddock District development. Buddy’s 2005 oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD 

format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room under Braddock’s True Gold 

Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02, or online at braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock 

District, Fairfax, Virginia.”  

 

Bennett, Mabel: In Mabel’s 1982 oral recollection she discussed family life in Fairfax and the Fairfax  

Court House during the years 1900-1980. Her interview can be can be obtained in cassette format 

at the George Mason University Libraries Special Collection and Archive Division under the 

Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 1, Northern Virginia Community 

(1958-1990), Box 1 and in Series 2, Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990) Box 1. It can also be 

found in a two page abstract under the same collection under Series 3, Transcripts: Northern 

Virginia Community (1962-1988) Box 14, Folder 5. 

 

Bergoffen, Debra Beth: Debra’s 1999 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason 

University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Berry, Joseph: Joe, the grandson of Fairfax County’s well-known surveyor, grew up in Vienna and  

described Vienna, Forestville (Great Falls), and McLean as he recalled the communities during 

his youth. He addressed his branch of the Gunnell family, Confederate officer Captain James 

Owens Berry, a piece of furniture handed down in his family that once belonged to George 

Washington, and McLean’s Woodside Estates. Joe’s 2006 Interview is included in Yesterday, 100 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 25. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, Fairfax County’s Public Library’s 

Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Besley, Oliver Watt., Sr.: Oliver was the son of Oliver G. Besley, a sawmill owner who donated land for 

the construction of Annandale’s Wakefield Chapel in 1897. His November 12, 1976 transcribed 

interview about Wakefield Chapel can be found at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under D’Anne Aultmann Evans Papers MSS 13-02. Oliver’s November 10, 1976 

transcribed interview can be found at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room under 

VRARE B Besley. The November 10, 1976 taped interview can also be located at George Mason 

University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection under Northern Virginia 

Community, 1958-1990:  Series 1, Box 2. 

 

Bettwy, Dave: Dave was an early member of the Great Falls Historical Society, established in 1977.  

Later, he used his engineering skills to create and maintain the society’s website to which the 

Library of Congress has established a connecting link. In 2013 Dave received the Jean Tibbets 

Award for his service in recognizing, presentation, and preserving the history of the area. His oral 

interview can be obtained by contacting the Great Falls Historical Society. 

 

Birch, Alvin Ashton: Alvin has two transcribed oral interviews that can be found at the Fairfax County 

Public Library’s Virginia Room. The first, dated January 6, 1977, is listed under the D’Anne 

Aultmann Evans Papers MSS 06-42 and talks about work and religion in Pender, Virginia. The 

January 8, 1977 interview discussing Wakefield Chapel can be found under VRARE Birch. An 

additional interview with Alvin discussing schools and transportation in Fairfax County can be 

obtained in cassette format at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project 

Collection under Northern Virginia Community, 1958-1990: Series 1, Box 2. 

 

Bittenger, Mrs. McClean: The undated oral interview of Mrs. Bittenger discussing community life in 



 

 

Dunn Loring can be found in cassette format at the George Mason University Libraries Special 

Collection and Archive Division under the Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, 

Series 1, Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 2. 

 

Black, Elizabeth: Elizabeth’s 1971 oral interview discussing community life in Dunn-Loring, Virginia 

can be found in cassette format at the George Mason University Libraries Special Collection and 

Archive Division under the Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 1, Northern 

Virginia Community (958-1990), Box 2. 

 

Blake, Ronald: Ronald’s 1969 recollections on schools, farming and transportation in Oakton, Virginia, 

can be found in cassette format at the George Mason University Libraries Special Collection and 

Archive Division under the Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 1, Northern 

Virginia Community (1958-1990) Box 2. 

 

Blank, Marjorie and Jan Blank Clark: Marjorie grew up in Vienna living in the stone house on Maple 

 Avenue her father built. She attended Strayer University and then worked at the Pentagon. She 

 married a Navy sailor, Richard Blank, in 1953 and they had four children. Marjorie’s daughter

 Jan joined her in this 2013 interview. Among many memories, they recalled a sleepy Vienna, the 

 Fire Department’s Carnival, Vienna’s 75th anniversary in 1965, and often riding the Washington 

 and Old Dominion train to the dairy farm of Marjorie’s grandfather at Clark’s Crossing. Their 

 combined interview can be obtained in video format by contacting the Freeman Store and

 Museum or Historic Vienna Inc. 

Bles, Marcus J.: Marcus, one of the largest land holders in Northern Virginia at one time, was a self- 

made land speculator (investor), owning property in both Fairfax and Loudoun Counties. The 

eastern portion of Tysons Corner was built upon land where he had his house, operated a gravel 

pit, and raised Santa Gertrude cattle. One 1975 oral interview can be found in cassette format at 

the George Mason University Libraries Special Collection and Archive Division under the 

Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 1, Northern Virginia Community,1 

(958-1990),  Box 2. A 1975 three page abstract and four page handwritten abstract discussing his 

thoughts on the growth in Fairfax County, his construction company, and his plans for the 

development of Tysons Corner can be found under the Northern Virginia Oral History Project 

Collection, Series 3, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Community (1962-1988), Box 14, Folder 6. 

  

Bligh, Isabel: Isabel’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be obtained 

in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room under 

Project Collection MSS 11-04.  

 

Blum, Marlene: Marlene received the Fairfax County Citizen of the Year award in 2005. In her interview 

she discussed issues that impacted the county, schools, and politics. Amongst many topics, she 

addressed were the Health Care Advisory Board, the League of Women Voters, affordable 

housing, homelessness, and affordable health care. Marlene’s 2008 recollection can be located at   

http:www.fairfaxcounty.gov/providence/perspective. 

 

Boothe, Leon: Leon’s 2003 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Borgus, Aliene: Ailene is the third generation of the same family to reside at Ash Grove Farrm, c.1892, 

which is located on Leesburg Pike near Tyson’s Corner. She attended Odrick’s Corner School, 

and worshipped at Shiloh Baptist Church. Aliene’s 2006 interview is included in Yesterday, 100 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning of page 7. This book can be obtained 



 

 

at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, and Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room. 

 
Borgus, Archie, Jr.: Archie is the third generation of the same family to live at Ash Grove Farm located  

on Leesburg Pike near Tyson’s Corner. He attended Odrick’s Corner School, worshipped at 

Shiloh Baptist Church, and served in the U. S. Army while stationed in Germany during World 

War II. His interview of 2009 is included in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & 

Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 29. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison 

Library, Great Falls Library, Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room.  
 

Boston, Mervin: Mervin, one of eight children of Eliza Harris and William Harvey Boston, grew up on a 

small farm near Pimmit Run in McLean. He attended the one-room Chesterbrook Colored School 

and worshipped at Gunnel’s Chapel on Georgetown Pike. Mervin’s 1973 oral interview can be 

found in cassette format and one abstract at the George Mason University Libraries Special 

Collection and Archive Division under the Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, 

Series 1, Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 2. 

 

Bowman, Leonard Wilbur: Leonard was a native of Oakton, Virginia. He served in the Air Corps of the 

United States Army and worked for the Fairfax County School System as a building supervisor. 

Leonard’s 1980 oral interview about Oakton’s history can be found in cassette format at the 

George Mason University Libraries Special Collection and Archive Division under the Northern 

Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 1, Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), 

Box 2. 

 

Bradley, Ted Ray: Ted’s 2009 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Breckenridge, Alma Williams: Alma and her husband, Harry Breckenridge, were well known leaders in 

the Herndon community throughout their lives. Alma’s 1983 oral interview titled “School In 

Herndon” can be found in cassette format and one abstract at the George Mason University 

Libraries Special Collection and Archive Division under Series 1, Northern Virginia Oral History 

Project Collection, Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 2. 

 

Breeden, Willie Dickie: In 1990 Willie walked through the historic photo exhibit at the Great Falls Art 

Center and described her memories of the area through viewing the photographs. Amongst many 

things she talked about walking across the Potomac River from Great Falls, Virginia, to Maryland 

on the dam above the Great Falls and dances at Colvin Run Schoolhouse. She pointed out that 

Gertrude Basil, a former school teacher, lived in the building that the Art Center occupied. Willie’s 

transcribed interview can be found at the Great Falls Library or by contacting the Great Falls 

Historical Society.  

 

Brittin, Burdick Captain: Captain Brittin spent 23 years in the U. S. Navy. He was a survivor of the 

Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor in 1941, but later severely wounded from a kamikaze attack near 

Okinawa in 1945. As a specialist in ocean Matters and maritime law he co-authored the book 

International Law for Seagoing Officers. Along with his wife, Gertrude, he lived in Great Falls 

and a past president of the Great Falls Historical Society. Captain Brittin’s transcribed 

recollection can be obtained at the Great Falls Library, by contacting the Great Falls Historical 

Society or http:/www.historynet.com/world-war-ii-interview-with-burdick-brittin. 

 
Brown (no first name given): This interview centers around early Forestville (Great Falls). This 1975 



 

 

interview may be obtained in cassette format under the Ross Netherton Oral History Tape 

Collection MSS 13-03 at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Brown, Ann: Ann’s transcript concerning history of Burke, Virginia, can be found under the Rosanne S.  

Berkenstock Papers on Burke Center Study MSS 06-74 at the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room. 

  

Browne, Paul J.: Paul grew up in Fairfax County. His parents, Emma Donovan and Paul Edmond 

Browne, left Fairfax City in 1940 and moved the family to Brimstone Hill, a 250 acre farm that 

his mother inherited at Burke Lane and Ox Roads, once called Donovan’s Corner. They lived in 

the historic ca.1840 farmhouse. Paul’s father was a three-year Commonwealth Attorney for 

Fairfax County. Paul loved farming and, besides discussing farm life, he talked about schooling, 

country life, the battle over building Dulles Airport at Burke, and the Civil War. His oral 

interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02, or online at 
braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, Fairfax, Virginia.”  

 

Brundage, Dean:  Dean served in Special Forces, the first of the Green Berets, during World War II. He  

Was elected as a delegate to Virginia’s 1955 convention to revise Virginia’s constitution in order 

to uphold Brown vs. Board of Education, and was founder of Equestrian Enterprises. Dean’s 2006 

intervie is included in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning 

on page 35. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, and 

Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Brumstead, Margaret R.: Margaret, the wife of a career Navy officer, talked about the joys and benefits 

and the trials and tribulations of continual moving in order to serve the United States. There are 

two back-to-back 1984 oral interviews that can be found in five cassette tapes and at the George 

Mason University Libraries Special Collection and Archive Division under the Northern Virginia 

Oral History Project Collection, Series 1, Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 2. A 

seven page abstract and a 13 page written abstract addressing the same subject can be found 

under the Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 3, Transcripts: Northern 

Virginia Community (1962-1988), Box 14, Folder 7. 

 

Bryce, Becky and Lynn: Lynne was a fourth generation member of her family to live in the Burke area. 

She grew up in Sideburn at what now is Sideburn Crossing. Becky was raised in Kentucky and 

moved to Fairfax County after marrying Lynn’s brother, Steve. In their recollections, they discuss 

Burke, Clifton, roads, schools, World War II, hobos, shopping, fires train wrecks, the 4-H Club, 

ordering fireworks through the mail, and eminent domain for the building of Burke Airport which 

did not happen. Their oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript 

Collection, MSS 13-02, or online at braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, 

Fairfax, Virginia.”  

 

Bryce, Thelma: Born in 1911, Thelma was a lifelong resident of Fairfax County and at one time a 

secretary within the Fairfax County School system. Thelma’s transcribed oral interview can be 

found amongst the Carole Drake Friedman Collection MSS 06-47 at the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room.   

 

Buckman, Bertha: Bertha, a Quaker, discussed the history of the Woodlawn School whose history dates 

back to when Quakers first settled the Woodlawn area and wanted to educate their children. 

Bertha was the school’s principal 1924-1926. Bertha’s 1970 recollection can be found in cassette 



 

 

format and one abstract at the George Mason University Libraries Special Collection and Archive 

Division under the Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Northern Virginia 

Community, 1958-1990: Series 1, Box 2. 

 

Buffardi, Louis Carl: The 2001 interview given by Louis can be found in CD format at the George 

  Mason University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Bulova, Sharon (The Honorable): Sharon moved into the Kings Park West area of Fairfax County in 

  1971 and began raising a family. She became involved with the civic association, followed, in 

1988, by representing the Braddock District on the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors. In 2009 

Sharon was elected to serve as the board’s chair, a position she held for many years. In her 2005 

interview Sharon addressed a variety of issues such as road improvements, the aging population, 

The Braddock tree Planting Project, Northern Virginia Community College, George Mason 

University, the Virginia Railway Express, and her pet history project: “A Look Back at 

Braddock.” Sharon’s oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript 

Collection, MSS 13-02, or online at braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, 

Fairfax, Virginia.” 

 

Bumgarner, Kenneth: Kenneth’s 2002 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason 

  University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

  

Burgess, Anna Jenkins: Anna was raised amongst farms with filled cattle and dairy cows in a section of  

Herndon known today as Great Falls, attended the old Forestville School, and waited with others 

to be taken to school at Walker and Beach Mill Roads, where a covered wagon that served as a 

school bus picked everyone up. Interview of 2006 is included in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of 

McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 41. This book can be obtained at the Dolley 

Madison Library, Fairfax City Library, and the Virginia Room. 

 

Burkholder, William Jackson (Jack): Jack moved to Fairfax County in 1956. He was a teacher and held  

various administrative positions before becoming acting superintendent of Fairfax County Public 

Schools (1979-1981), and then Superintendent (1982-1985). In his 2005 interview Jack talked 

about population growth, the changing school system, the role of teachers’ unions, curriculum 

changes, and desegregation. Jack’s oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at 

the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold 

Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02, or online at braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock 

District, Fairfax, Virginia.”  

 

Burling, Frida: Frida moved to McLean from Washington D. C. as a teenager when her mother married 

Randolph Leigh, who built a house on 70 acres to look like Mount Vernon. She discussed the 

area as country with a few working farms and mentioned many of the neighbors. Frida talked 

about building and maintaining a swimming pool in Pimmit Run, debutante parties, World War 

II, the Dinwiddie Estate in Middleburg, the fight over the Burling Tract, and family disasters. 

Frida’s 2008 interview is included in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & Great 

Falls, Virginia beginning on page 15. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, 

Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room.  
 

Burns, Don: Along with his brother, Robert, Don built and opened Burns Brothers in 1949; this was the 

first dry cleaning establishment in McLean. For several years, beginning in 1951, the business 

sponsored the Firemen’s Ball to benefit both the McLean and Great Falls fire departments. 

Interview of 2006 is included in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia 



 

 

beginning on page 47. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax City 

Library, and the Virginia Room. 

 

Butler, Lamar: Lamar’s 2006 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Button, Elizabeth: Elizabeth’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be 

Obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

  

Byers, Peggy Stalcup: The Byer family is one of the oldest families to live in Chesterbrook. Peggy’s 

mother, Inez Jenkins Stalcup, was the first principal at the one-room Cheaterbrook School 

beginning in 1906. The family later owned and operated Stalcup’s General Store on Kirby Road 

until the late 1040s. Peggy’s 2006 interview in included in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of 

McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 51. This book can be obtained at the Dolley 

Madison Library, Great Falls Library, and Fairfax County’s Virginia Room.  

 

Callahan, Vincent (The Honorable): Delegate Callahan served 40 years in Virginia’s General Assembly  

of Delegates representing the 34th District. He spoke about politics and campaigning to win a seat 

in the House of Delegates beginning in 1968. He also talked about swimming in the Potomac and 

C & O Canal, the battle over the Merrywood Estate, the McLean Kiwanis Club, Evans Farm, the 

Highlander Club, and the birth of the commonwealth with the 400th anniversary celebration of the 

founding of Jamestown in 1607. Vince’s 2008 interview in included in Yesterday, Additional 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 25. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Campbell, Folarin: Folarin’s 2006 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason 

   University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

  

Canterbury, Ted: Ted was a senior vice president of the Hazel/Peterson Company and executive vice- 

president of Foxvale Construction Company of Reston, two companies that led land acquisition 

and the development of Fairfax County. Ted’s 1985 recollection discussion of developing the 

Burke Center can be found in cassette format at the George Mason University Libraries Special 

Collection and Archive Division under the Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, 

Series 1, Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 2. 

 

Carr, Edward: Ed’s father, a builder in the District and Alexandria, purchased 3600 acres of land in two 

parcels in the Springfield area after World War II. He then proceeded to build residential housing 

for returning veterans and government employees, completing projects such as Cardinal Forest 

West Springfield, Ravensworth Farm, and Flag Run. Ed took over the business from his father in 

the late 1960s. In this 2005 interview, Ed basically addressed the real estate market at that time, 

touching upon land acquisition, planning, development, residential building, and the naming of 

subdivisions.  Ed’s oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax County 

Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript 

Collection, MSS 13-02, or online at braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, 

Fairfax, Virginia.”  

 

Carter, Harold:  Harold grew up in McLean on property first purchased by his grandparents, Estella and  

Jeff Carter. He attended Odrick’s School, Shiloh Baptist Church, served in the U. S. Army during 

World War II, and enjoyed neighborhood baseball, particularly the Virginia Stars. His 2006  



 

 

interview is included in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia 

beginning on page 55. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls 

Library, and Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Carter, Rena R.: Rena was a former postmistress in the old Burke Post Office. Her 1970 recollection 

discussing schools in Fairfax County can be found in cassette and transcribed format at the 

George Mason University Libraries Special Collection and Archive Division under the Northern 

Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 1, Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990),  

Box 2. 

  

Carter, Mary Stuelcken:  Mary was raised on Marion Avenue in the Walter Heights section of McLean  

and attended the Franklin Sherman School. She described a small town McLean as it was during 

her childhood, when children could roam free. Her 2006 interview is included in Yesterday, 100 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 57. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, and Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room. 

 

Carty, Rita: Rita’s 2002 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Cecchi, Giuseppe: Giuseppe, a real estate developer, helped change the character of Washington D. C. 

from a “sleepy community” into a vibrant metropolitan area. Giuseppe oversaw the construction 

of the Watergate Complex, built between 1963-1971. His 1985 recollection about developing the 

Burke Center and be found in cassette and transcribed format at the George Mason University 

Libraries Special Collection and Archive Division under the Northern Virginia Oral History 

Project Collection, Series 1, Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 2. 

 

Chaivoe, Nick: Nick’s 1978 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Chapman, Thomas P. Jr.: Tom, a Fairfax City resident, was the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Fairfax  

County. His 1976 oral history can be viewed in cassette tape format under the Oral History Tape  

MSS 13-01 at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Chase, Sandra Mae Dr.: Dr. Chase grew up in Fairfax County. She became active in organizational 

homeopathy and, in 1975, opened a private family practice of homeopathy in Fairfax City. Her 

1976 transcribed oral interview highlighting Wakefield Chapel can be found in the D’Anne 

Aultmann Evans Papers MSS 06-42 at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. It can 

also be obtained in cassette and an eight page transcript at the George Mason University Libraries 

Special Collection and Archive Division under the Northern Virginia Oral History Project 

Collection, Northern Virginia Community, 1958-1990: Series1, Box 2 and Box 3 (Box 3 is a 

duplicate of Box 2). 

 

Chason, Aubrey: Aubrey’s oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript 

Collection, MSS 13-02. 

 

Chaudet, Barbara: Barbara and her husband, Norm, lived in Herndon before moving to  

Vienna. In 1960. She considered the town absolute country at that time. Norm was the 

first athletic director at James Madison High School and eventually became involved in 



 

 

directing theater plays for the school. Barbara, along with Norm and some of his former 

students, formed the Vienna Theater Company which was based in the Vienna 

Community Center. Barbara was also the director of Holy Comforter Episcopal Church’s 

preschool. Her 2013 memories of integration, town celebrations, and the changes she has 

witnessed in Vienna over the years can be viewed in video at Vienna’s Freeman Store 

and Museum or by contacting Historic Vienna Inc. 
 

Cherry, Elaine Strawser:  Five generations of Elaine’s family have lived in the farm house at Kirby and 

Chesterbrook Roads beginning with her great-grandparents, George and Sarah Faulkner. She 

discussed the area beginning with the Civil War, noting that it was called Lincolnville after the 

War and changed to Chesterbrook sometime before 1900. Her interview of 2006 is included in 

Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 65. This 

book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax City Library, and the Virginia 

Room. 

 

Christopher, Susan: Susan’s 2004 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Chopek, Joseph B.,: Joseph is an Honorably Discharged Disabled Marine Veteran of the Vietnam era 

who graduated from the U. S. Naval Academy. He was a real estate broker and land developer 

before becoming a builder as owner of the Little River Management Company. In his 1985 

interview he talked about historic preservation and purchasing the Ellicott Building. Joseph’s 

account can be found at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project 

Collection at Series 2, Northern Virginia Changes, 1962-1990, Box 3, and a two-page abstract 

can be obtained under Series 4, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Changes, 1972-1989, Box 14, 

Folder 3. 

 

Church, Lucy: Lucy’s 2000 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Church, Randolph: Randolph’s 2000 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason 

  University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

 Cirrito, Jimmy: Jimmy, the owner of Jimmy’s Old Town Tavern in Herndon, talked about the history of  

the establishment. Since the building was built in 1899, he had to undergo a lot of “red tape” and 

meet current building codes before opening Jimmy’s. He included a story of Walter the ghost. 

Jimmy’s interview can be obtained by contacting Chuck Mauro at HMSHistory.com. 

 

Clarity, Virginia: Virginia, a longtime resident of Herndon and member of the Herndon Historical  

Society, offered a discussion of growing up in that town. She highlighted the community library’s 

Herndon Fortnightly Club, which started ca.1889. Her 1999 interview can be obtained by 

contacting Chuck Mauro at HMSHistory.com. 

 

Clark, Jan Blank and Marjorie Blank: Jan joined her mother, Marjorie, in discussing their  

recollections of the town of Vienna. Amongst many things they recalled a sleepy Vienna, the Fire 

Department’s Carnival, Vienna’s 75th anniversary in 1965, and riding the Washington and Old 

Dominion train to the farm of Marjorie’s grandfather at Clark’s Crossing. Jan further elaborated 

on swimming in Lake Audubon, shopping at the newly opened Tysons Corner Mall, and how 



 

 

different daily life was as she grew up as compared to today. Their combined interview can be 

obtained in video format by contacting the Freeman Store and Museum or Historic Vienna Inc. 

Clarke, Clyde: Clyde grew up in Tysons Corner. He was active with the Dunn Loring Volunteer Fire 

Department before moving to the McLean station. Clyde talks of his memories of Tysons Corner 

before development, various fires, and other activities related to fire fighting. His interview of 

2006 is included in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning 

on page 75. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax City Library, and 

the Virginia Room. 

 

Clay, Edwin Sam, III,: Sam, as he was known, was the Director of the Fairfax County Public Library 

system 1982-2016. During his tenure, four regional and five community branches were added to 

the county’s library system and five older branches were eliminated. Sam was a leader in 

establishing the Fairfax Library Foundation in 1995. His 1989 interview can be found in cassette 

or transcribed format at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project 

Collection, Series 2, Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 3. 

 

Cleveland, James C.: James, who was president of the Mobil Land Development Corporation and 

Reston Land Corporation, led the drive for constructing the Reston Town Center. His 1982 taped 

interview concerning the development of the community of Reston can be found in cassette 

format at the George Mason University Library’s Oral History Project Collection, Northern 

Virginia Community, 1958-1990: Series 1, Box 3. A 31 page transcript of this interview can be 

found at the same collection under Transcripts: Northern Virginia Community, 1962-1988, Series 

3, Box 14, Folder 9. 

 

Cobb, Norman: Norman was active in the Vienna and Oakton communities. He was a former president 

and later chairman of the United Virginia Bank of Virginia. He also was a member of the Vienna 

Chamber of commerce and a founding board member of Fairfax Hospital. In his 1980 interview, 

Norman discussed the history of Oakton, the Fairfax Court House, and Vienna banking. This 

interview can be found in cassette format at the George Mason University Library’s Oral History 

Project Collection, Northern Virginia Community, 1958-1990: Series 1, Box 3. 

 

Cockrill, Jack: Mark, the brother of Jack’s grandfather operated the Cockrill General Store in Colvin 

Run. In his 1993 interview Jack touched upon the store, Colvin Run Mill, the schoolhouse, 

Andrew Chapel Methodist Church, various neighbors, and ghost stories. His oral interview can be 

found at the Great Falls Library or by contacting the Great Falls Historical Society. 

 

Coggin, Jim: Jim’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be 

obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

 

Conklin, William: Williams’s 2002 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason 

 University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Cooke, William Apperson: Bill was born in Culpeper in 1925. Shortly thereafter his family moved in 

with his father’s mother at her farm in Newington and in 1929 relocated to Valley View Drive in 

Franconia. He talked at length about his parent’s background and life growing up in Northern 

Virginia. Bill included such topics as White Leghorn Chickens, Dr. Canton, Olivet Episcopal 

Church, Talbert’s Store, the Franconia Volunteer Fire Department, Franconia Elementary School, 

Mount Vernon High School, The Workhouse, Lorton Reformatory, and fishing for herring. Bill’s 

recollection can be found in Franconia Remembers, October 2003, Volume I, Page 31. 



 

 

 

 

Corner, Charlotte Troughton: Charlotte was the first principal of the Franklin Sherman School, which 

opened in 1914. She was active in the McLean community after her retirement. In her 1971 

interview she discussed community life in McLean, with emphasis on schools and transportation. 

Charlotte’s interview can be found in cassette or transcribed format at the George Mason 

University Library’s Oral History Project Collection, Northern Virginia Community, 1958-1990: 

Series 1, Box 3. 

 

Corner, Thomas: Tom was born in McLean in 1919. His mother, Charlotte Troughton, was the first 

principal at the Franklin Sherman School which opened in 1914. Tom’s remembrances related 

much of early McLean, the McLean Volunteer Fire Department, the Great Falls & Old Dominion 

Railroad. His story is included in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, 

Virginia beginning on page 79. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, the 

Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or the McLean 

Historical Society. It can also be viewed in CD form at the Virginia Room under “Oral History of 

McLean, Virginia, September, 1997.” 

 

Cornwell, Paul: Paul, a school teacher in Great Falls for about 30 years, talked about early school days  

and community life in Forestville (today Great Falls) in two separate oral interviews dated March 

7, 1984. He offered stories about the Great Falls & Old Dominion Railroad, county baseball, the 

possible widening of Georgetown Pike, declaring the Pike a scenic byway, Colvin run Mill, and 

Tysons Corner. Paul was unhappy with the many changes taking place to Great Falls and the 

surrounding area. Both transcribed interviews can be obtained at the Great Falls Library or by 

contacting the Great Falls Historical Society.  

 

Corrigan, James (Jim): Jim’s 2010 oral history interview was taken along with Rod Burfield and Bob  

Ritchey. It can be found in CD and transcribed format at the George Mason University Oral 

History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Costley. Otrich Sharper Jackson: Otrich, the daughter of Selone Boston and Frederick Douglas  

Sharper, was born in 1900. Her father was a farmer at Langley. The family later relocated to 

Odrick’s Corner, a black community along Lewinsville Road. Otrick married Mott Jackson and 

then Cornelius Costley. Otrich’s 1985 transcribed oral history can be found in the Virginia rare 

book section (VRARE B Costley) of Fairfax County’s Virginia Room or by contacting the Great 

Falls Historical Society. 

 

Coston, Otis B. (Skip): Otis, a McLean resident and former president of the First Virginia Mortgage  

and Real Estate Investment Trust in Falls Church. He founded Stonemark Corporation, a real 

estate development company in 1974 and was involved in developing the Burke Center, plus 

other project. Otis became a trustee of the University of Richmond in 1991 and served as Rector 

of the Board of Trustees 2002-2006. His interview can be found in cassette and transcribed 

format at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection Series 2, 

Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 3. 

 

Cragg, Dan: Dan served 22 years in the United States military, five of them in Vietnam. After retirement, 

he worked in the Office of Secretary of Defense as a management analyst. Dan was also a free-

lance writer and author of several books, fiction and non-fiction, that were military related. He 

was an auxiliary police officer for Fairfax County and a member of the Fairfax County History 

Commission (1997-2003). Dan’s oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the 



 

 

Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold 

Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02. 

 

Crews, Allison: As a resident of Great Falls, Allison presents a rural picture of the area before the real 

estate boom began. She spoke of the Home and Community Club, Great Falls Park, and the 

services provided by the Great Falls Volunteer Fire Department during the years she cared for 

two handicapped relatives. Allison’s 2006 interview is included in Yesterday, 100 Recollections 

of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 83. This book is available at the Dolley 

Madison Library, Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax City Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Croll, Donald L.: Donald’s 1996 oral interview addressing Wakefield Chapel can be obtained in written 

or DVD format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room under the D’Anne 

Aultmann Evans Papers MSS 06-42 and in the VRARE B Croll collection. This same interview 

can also be located at the George Mason University Library’s Oral History Project Collection, 

Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Series 1, Box 3. 

 

Cross, Mary Holland Kenyon: Mary was born in 1904 in her grandparent’s farmhouse on Jermantown 

Road. In 1917 her father built a house on Chain Bridge Road in Oakton across from the 

Methodist Church. She resided in that house the remainder of her life. In her 1980 talk, Mary 

spoke about life in Oakton and the Oakton Methodist Church. This interview may be obtained in 

the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason University under Northern Virginia 

Community, 1955-1990, Series 1, Box 3.  

 

Curtice, Cuba Grayson: Cuba and her husband, Fred Hosea Curtice, Sr., lived in Vienna and operated a  

dairy farm called Century Oak Farm. She was active in many organizations throughout Fairfax 

County, particularly the Navy Homemakers Club, the Navy Community League, and the Fairfax 

County Auxiliary of the Salvation Army. Cuba’s 1985 recollection can be found in cassette 

format at George Mason Library’s Northern Virginia Oral History Collection, Series 2, Northern 

Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 3. 

  

Curtis, Glenn H.: Glenn relates his recollections of Burke, Virginia, in his oral interview. This can be 

found in both digital audio and transcribed versions at the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room under VREF 975-529 L 2015. Glenn, a Burke native, also photographed the work 

in taming Rebel Hill as it progressed in turning that stretch of Braddock Road into a four-lane 

divided highway. This can be located under braddockheritage.org.  

  

Dailey, Harold (Rabbit):  “Rabbit” grew up on Ingleside Avenue in McLean and attended the Franklin 

 Sherman School. He joined the McLean Volunteer Fire Department at age 16 and the Fairfax 

County Police Department when he was 22, where he remained for 28 years. His story includes a 

great deal about activities at the firehouse, the annual carnival, and local baseball (Northern 

Virginia League); he played left field for the McLean team. “Rabbit’s” 2009 interview is included 

in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 39. 

This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax City Library, and the Virginia 

Room.  

 

Danisavage, Gloria and Victor: Residents of Annandale, Gloria and Victor discuss Wakefield Chapel  

preservation. Their January 22, 1977 oral history can be obtained in transcribed or DVD format at 

the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under the D’Anne Aultmann 

Evans Papers MSS 06-42 and VRARE B Danisavage. This same interview can also be located at 

the George Mason University Library’s Oral History Project Collection, 1958-1990, Series I 

Northern Virginia Community, 1958-1990, Box 3.  



 

 

 

Darne, Ralph: Ralph was born in 1944. He relates a lengthy detailed description of small town McLean 

 as he remembers it while growing up. His mother, Mary, drove a school bus for Fairfax County. 

Ralph’s narrative includes where places were formerly located in McLean, the McLean Volunteer 

Fire Department, the annual Firemen’s Carnival, local baseball, donkey baseball, the Franklin 

Sherman School, and his early jobs. Ralph’s 2009 interview is included in Yesterday, Additional 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 41. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by 

contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

David, Elizabeth: Elizabeth was with the Fairfax County Office of Comprehensive Planning as a historic 

preservation planner. Her 1984 oral interview may be obtained in cassette format under the Ross 

Netherton Oral History Tape Collection MSS 13-03 at the Fairfax City Public Library’s Virginia 

Room. 

 

Davis, Charles: Charlie was the first occupant in the North Woodley community in the vicinity of 

Arlington Boulevard and Graham Road. In his 2008 interview Charlie spoke at length about the 

development of the Jefferson Volunteer Fire Department (Station 18), his experiences during 

World War II, and the American Legion. His transcribed oral interview can be found online at 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/providence/perspective/Charlesdavis.htm. 

 

Davis, Elaine Huschke: In 1932, Elaine was born in a Sears & Roebuck house in 1932 in an area of  

McLean known as Walter Heights. Her father was an air-raid warden during World War II and 

her mother worked in the grounds office at Madeira School. Amongst other things she spoke 

about raffling off a car at the Firemen’s Carnival, the turkey shoot at the fire station, purchasing 

baby chickens through the mail, and riding horses at Madeira School. Elaine’s 2008 interview is 

included in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning on 

page 49. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the 

Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Dawson, Robert: Robert was editor of the Reston Times Newspaper for ten years - April 1968 thru 

  March 1978. He mainly talked about citizen issues in his interview. A two page abstract and two 

page written abstract can be found at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History 

Project Collection, Series 3, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Community, 1961-1988, Box 14, 

Folder 10. 

  

Day, Anna Stack: Anna served three years in the United States Coast Guard (SPARS) as a boatswain  

and house mother duty during World War II. After being discharged, she received her masters 

degree in counseling and guidance from Teachers College, Columbia University, New York. In 

1949 she opened Virginia’s first fulltime guidance department in Arlington County, where she 

served 30 years. Anna’s 1983 discussion of family life in Dranesville can be found in cassette 

format and a five page abstract at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History 

Project Collection, Series 2, Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 6 and four page 

abstract and six page handwritten abstract can be obtained under Series 3, Transcripts: Northern 

Virginia Community (1962-1988), Box 14, Folder 11. 

 

Day, Fremont: Fremont owned a large farm on Beulah Road near Vienna. He was an elected member to 

the Fairfax County Production and Marketing Administration Committee which dealt with the 

Congressional program that encouraged good agricultural practices. His transcribed oral history 

can be obtained at the Great Falls Library or by contacting the Great Falls Historical Society. 

   



 

 

Day, Paul: Paul grew up along Route 7 in a community a few miles west of Tysons Corner, known then 

as Andrew Chapel. His father was a school bus driver and owned his own bus. Paul talks at length 

of Great Falls Park and the merry-go-round before the federal government took over the property. 

Paul’s 2006 interview is included in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, 

Virginia beginning on page 87. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax 

City Library, and the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Dean, Gladys Harper: This interview was obtained February 19, 2008, when Gladys was 101 years old  

and living at the Illif Nursing Home. She shared her memories of growing up in Vienna, being 

married three times, raising an invalid daughter, and retiring from the CIA. She said that her 

grandfather, William Harper, was a freed slave and that her life centered around the colored 

village in Vienna, the Vienna Colored School, and the First Baptist Church of Vienna. Gladys’s 

interview is included in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia 

beginning on page 53. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax County 

Public Library’s Virginia Room, or contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Dennis, Alvin E.: Alvin’s father, Wilbert Dennis, Sr., helped build the Franconia School, which opened 

after the Christmas break of the 1931-1932 school year. Alvin’s family moved into a house on 

Valley View Drive in what was Franconia’s first sub-division in October of 1932 and Alvin 

began his schooling at the Franconia School the following day. Alvin’s recollection titled 

“Franconia School, The First Two Years,” can be found in Franconia Remembers, October 2003, 

Volume I, Page 4.   

 

Denton, Irv: Irv’s oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript Collection, 

MSS 13-02. 

 

Deshmukh, Marion: Marion’s 2002 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason 

 University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Dillard, James Hardy (The Honorable): Jim had a long career that spanned 20 years in education  

as a teacher and principal in Fairfax County. In 1983 he was elected to represent the 41st District 

in Virginia’s House of Delegates where he remained for 32 years. He served on the board of the 

Fairfax Education Association and was a member of the Virginia Board of Education. Jim’s oral 

interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02, 

or online at braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, Fairfax, Virginia.”  

 

Ditoto, Tony: Tony was a member of the United States Park Police and assigned to the Horse Mounted  

Patrol at Great Falls Park. He describes life at the park, rescues of many individuals, and  

drownings. Tony’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean &  

Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 93. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison  

Library, Fairfax City Library, and the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room.  

 

Donn, James and Joseph Ellis: The 1984 transcribed oral history of James Donn took place with Joseph 

Ellis. In this combined interview James discussed camp meetings held by the Dranesville 

Methodist Church in Wiehle (now Reston). He said the community of Wiehle was nothing more 

than a distillery operated by the Bowman family. They mainly produced “Country Gentleman.” 

He talked of Gypsies and various families of the Dranesville and Herndon communities that 

included Doctors William and Jack Day. This intervies can be found in the Virginia rare book 



 

 

section (VRARE B Donn) of Fairfax County’s Virginia Room, the Great Falls Library, or by 

contacting the Great Falls Historical Society. 

 

Douglas, Henry H.: Henry was the editor of Pioneer America and Echoes of History two publications 

that printed articles about Northern Virginia history. He assembled a collection of photographs of 

the Washington & Old Dominion Railroad and, as a photographer, took numerous pictures of that 

line during its final years. The Virginia Room of the Fairfax County Public Library is the 

repository of his collection. Approximately 190 photographs from his collection can be viewed on 

the Library of Virginia’s Online Catalog. Henry’s 1974 discussion of “Early Roads in Northern 

Virginia; Part I” is available in cassette format in the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at 

George Mason University under Northern Virginia Community, 1955-1990, Series 1, Box 3. 

 

Downer, Richard: In Richard’s 1999 interview, he discussed the history of the Herndon Train Depot, 

Herndon’s Town Hall, multiple buildings in Herndon, the original water tower, and the formation 

of the Herndon Historical Society. Richard’s remembrances can be obtained by contacting Chuck 

Mauro at HMSHistory.com.  

 

Downey, William C.: William’s transcript concerning history of Burke, Virginia, can be found under the 

Rosanne S. Berkenstock Papers on Burke Center Study MSS 06-74 at the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City. 

 

Doyle, Elly: For 16 years Elly served on board of the Fairfax County Park Authority working to acquire 

historic sites and land to develop county parks. In Elly’s 2006 interview she discusses her role 

in that growth. She talks about her role in establishing the Regional Park System and the FCPA 

purchasing and restoring Colvin Run Mill and the Dranesville Tavern. The acquisitions of  

Riverbend Park, Scott’s Run Nature Preserve (the Burling tract) and Lewinsville Park (the Hamel  

tract). She further addresses the federal government acquiring Great Falls Park. This interview  

can be obtained in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning on  

page 93. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room, and the McLean Historical Society. Another oral history that presents 

broader view of Elly’s participation in the FCPA board can be found in the 2005 interview at  

braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, Fairfax, Virginia” and in written or 

DVD format at the Virginia Room at the Fairfax County Public Library in Fairfax City under  

Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02. 

 

Dunbar, Victor: Victor was a former chairman of the Fairfax County Human Rights Commission. His 

  recollections can be obtained at under the Civil Rights Collection at the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Dunn, Pearl: Pearl was a life-long resident of Merrifield, Virginia. Her 1971 transcribed oral history 

About Merrifield and Fairfax County public schools can be obtained at the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room under VRARE B Dunn. A 31 page transcript can be obtained at George 

Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 3,Transcripts; 

Northern Virginia Community, 1962-1988, Box 14, folder 13.  

 

Durham, C.J.S. (Jack): Jack was a noted conservationist and original member of the Fairfax County 

History Commission established in 1969. He purchased and restored Towlston Grange, ca.1767, a 

house once owned by Bryan Fairfax. Jack’s 1984 and 1987 oral interview may be obtained in 

cassette format under the Ross Netherton Oral History Tape Collection MSS 13-03 at the Fairfax 

City Public Library’s Virginia Room. A 1983 interview can be found in cassette format at the 

George Mason University Libraries Special Collection and Archive Division under the Northern 



 

 

Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 1, Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), 

Box 3 and Series 2, Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 3. A March 3, 1983 five page 

abstract plus an eight page handwritten abstract and a June 23, 1983 twenty page transcript can be 

obtained under the same collection at Series 3, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Community (1962-

1988), Box 14, Folder 14. 

 

DuVal, Dan: Dan was raised at Salona, a historic property in McLean that his parents, Clive and  

Susan DuVal, purchased in 1952. He addressed working with the Northern Virginia Conservation 

Trust, the Fairfax County Park Authority, and the then Supervisor, Joan DuBois in 2005 to 

preserve the open space and history of the property. He spoke further about snakes, the McLean 

Project for the Arts, door knocking for his father who served in Virginia’s General Assembly, 

renovating the house, and meeting his wife, Karen. Dan’s 2009 interview is included in 

Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 57. 

This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Dwyer, Hobart E.: Hobart was a transportation specialist with the Department of Defense. In his 1973 

oral interview Hobart talked about community life in McLean and Langley, with emphasis on the 

historic house Strawberry Vale torn down for the building of the Capitol Beltway. Hobart’s story 

can be found in cassette format and one two page abstract at the George Mason University 

Libraries Special Collection and Archive Division under the Northern Virginia Oral History 

Project Collection, Northern Virginia Community, 1958-1990: Series 1, Box 3. 

 

Dyer, Randy: Randy portrayed McLean as a dairy farming community with one traffic light when he 

grew up. He spoke of the West McLean subdivision, McLean High School, turkey shoots in Great 

Falls, and jobs that he worked during afternoons after school. Randy’s 2009 oral interview in 

included in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia. This book 

may be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, and Fairfax City’s Public 

Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Eberly, Anna: Anna related the development of the Claude Moore Colonial Farm, a living history farm 

Which opened on July 26, 1973, adjacent to the CIA. The living history program depicts 

conditions of the average freeholder, or tenant farmer, rather that those of more wealthy families. 

Anna’s 2008 interview is included in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & Great 

Falls, Virginia beginning on page 67. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, 

the Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Edmondson, Mary:  Mary, a well-known area artist, was born and lived during her early years at  

Maplewood, a grand second empire home that once stood on Chain Bridge Road near Tyson’s  

Corner. She describes Maplewood as she remembers it and the Franklin Park community she  

moved into in 1951. Mary’s 2008 interview is included in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of  

McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 75. This book can be obtained at the Dolley  

Madison Library, Fairfax County Library, and the Virginia Room. 

 

Elliot, Jean Robertson: Jean and her husband, R. Sherrard “Sherrie,” purchased and moved into the Old 

Presbyterian Meeting House (ca.1842) in Alexandria in 1960. She was active in many groups in 

Alexandria and Fairfax County, particularly those relating to their history. In 1978, the couple 

gave their home as a gift to the Meeting House. Jean’s 1972 lecture titled “Potpourri of 

Alexandria” can be found in cassette format in the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at 

George Mason University under Northern Virginia Community, 1955-1990, Series 1, Box 3. 

Included is a one page abstract.  



 

 

  

Elliott, Ellen: Ellen’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be 

Obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

 

Elliott, Frank: Frank’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be 

Obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

 

Ellis, Joseph and James Donn: The 1984 transcribed oral history of Deacon Joseph Ellis, a black  

resident of the Dranesville area took place with James Donn. Joseph talks about conversations 

with Arthur Godfrey, gypsies, health issues life in Wiehle (today Reston), Herndon, and 

Dranesville. The combined interview can be found in the rare book section (VRARE B Donn) at 

the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, the Great Falls Library, or by contacting the 

Great Falls Historical Society. Joseph’s December 2, 1982, five page abstract, plus a nine page 

handwritten abstract, and an October 28, 1983, four page handwritten abstract can be obtained at 

George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 4, 

Transcripts: Northern Virginia Changes (1972-1989), Box 14, folder 16 and in CD format at the 

George Mason University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Ellmore, Elizabeth: Elizabeth and her sister, Emma, grew up in Floris. They were the granddaughter of 

Mary Ellmore who purchased 50 acres in Floris in 1890 and built a house known today as the 

Ellmore Farmhouse. Both grandchildren attended State Teachers College and became teachers. 

Elizabeth’s 1979 recollection included Emma. They discussed community life in Floris and the 

Floris Vocational School. It can be found in cassette format and a 25 page transcript in the 

Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason University under Northern Virginia 

Series 1, Community (1955-1990), Box 4. This transcript can also be obtained at the same 

location under Series 3, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Community (1962-1988), Box 14, Folder 

18. Another interview with the two sisters can be found at the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room under the D’Anne Aultmann Evans Papers MSS 06-42. An additional account 

with Emma discussing Floris, Frying Pan Park, the Herndon Vocational School, Herndon’s first 

telephones, World War I, electricity, farming, the Depression, and other stories can be obtained 

by contacting Chuck Mauro at HMSHistory.com.  

                                                                                                     
 Ellmore, Emma: Emma and her sister, Elizabeth, were the daughters of William Ellmore, a prominent 

dairy farmer and politician during the early 1930s. Emma’s March 8, 1971 “Reminiscences of a 

Fairfax County, Virginia Teacher” can be obtained in cassette and a two page abstract in the 

Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason University under Series 1, Northern 

Virginia Community (1955-1990), Box 4. Another interview that included her sister, Elizabeth, 

can be found at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room under the D’Anne Aultmann 

Evans Papers MSS 06-42. An additional interview with Elizabeth which addressed Floris, Frying 

Pan Park, the Herndon Vocational School, Herndon’s first telephones, World War I, electricity, 

farming, the Depression, and other stories can be obtained by contacting Chuck Mauro at 

HMSHistory.com.  

 

Elston, Esther: Esther’s 2000 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Ernst, Richard Dr.: Richard was the first president of Northern Virginia Community College. He started 

in 1968 and served in that capacity for 30 years. He talked about the growth of the college and 

putting together a multi-campus structure. Richards’s oral interview can be obtained in written or 



 

 

DVD format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under 

Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02, or online at braddockheritage.org “A 

Look Back at Braddock District, Fairfax, Virginia.”  

 

Evans, Ralph Bayard: Ralph was born in New York, but grew up at Evans Farm in McLean. He talked   

of Evans Farm, the McLean community, Dolley Madison Boulevard, and the building of Evans 

Farm Inn by his father Bayard. He also addressed the bitter public dispute that arose when he, and 

his sister Caroline, sold the Evans Farm property and the inn. Ralph’s 2006 interview can be 

found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 111. 

This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, the Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room.  

 

Falck, Nancy (The Honorable): McLean still remained a rural community when Nancy and her 

husband, George, raised their family. Nancy spoke of the Chesterbrook Elementary School, 

happenings that occurred while of the Fairfax County School Board, and serving eight years on 

the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors. Nancy’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 117. This book can be found 

at the Dolley Madison Library, the Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax City Public Library’s 

Virginia Room. 

 

Farrar, Catherine Harrison and Margaret Hopkins: These two women provide a history of the 

Dranesville Methodist Church. In the interview they also discuss incorrectness of tombstone 

inscriptions, the Battle of Dranesville, old roads, and the Jefferson Schoolhouse. Their 1983 

transcribed oral history can be found in the Virginia rare book section (VRARE B Hopkins) of 

Fairfax County’s Virginia Room, the Great Falls Library, or by contacting the Great Falls 

Historical Society. 

 

Farrell, Gertrude S.: In her 1983 interview, Gertrude talked about family and community life in Falls 

Church, Virginia, with an emphasis on transportation, the Great Depression, prohibition, and 

government jobs. Two sound cassettes of this interview can be found at the George Mason 

University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 2: Northern Virginia 

Changes (1962-1990), Box 4. It can also be obtained at the same location under Series 4, 

Transcripts: Northern Virginia Changes (1972-1989), Box 14, folder 19 and under Series 5: 

Interview Documentation (1962-1990), Box 17, Folder 23. 

 

Faulkner, Marie: Marie touched upon early Clark’s Crossing in Vienna, her father’s mill in Vienna, 

 Brown’s Chapel, Brown’s Chapel Cemetery, Colvin Run Mill, measles, and scarlet fever in her 

remembrances in the 1983 “100th Anniversary Reunion of the Millard Family at Colvin Run 

Mill.” This can be found at the Great Falls Library or by contacting the Great Falls Historical 

Society. 

  

Feighery, Thelma Arnn: In 1950 Thelma and her husband Frank purchased a three pump gas station and  

the Robert’s country store in the Colvin Run section of Great Falls. They sold gasoline and many 

amenities a country store offered, but concentrated on homemade ice cream. She claimed the 

most popular flavor was black raspberry. The “ice cream” store became a land mark in the area. 

Thelma’s 1991 transcribed oral history can be found in the Virginia rare book section (VRARE B 

Feighery) of Fairfax County’s Virginia Room, the Great Falls Library, or by contacting the Great 

Falls Historical Society. 

 

Feinstein, Hyman: Hyman’s 1979 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 



 

 

 

Felton, George W.: George began his career in education beginning in 1954 at the Luther Jackson High  

School. He remained there until 1965 when the Fairfax County school system was completely 

integrated. He then taught seven years at Woodson High, was a subschool principal at Marshall 

High (1972-1976), appointed principal at Madison High (1976-1980), and retired from South 

Lakes High School in 1984. George talked about schools, dealing with parents, discipline, 

instructing, and the role of a teacher or principal in the two listed interviews. A 1984 interview 

can be located at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, 

Series 2, Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 4 and a 1987 interview can be obtained at 

the Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University oral history project titled “The Oral 

History of the Principalship.”    

 

Ferguson, Lulah B.: Lulah was an early teacher in Fairfax County. Her 1971 recollection addressed 

Teaching at schools in Falls Church, Floris, Herndon, and Vienna. Lulah’s story can be found in 

cassette and a 19 page transcript format at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George 

Mason University under Northern Virginia Community, 1955-1990, Series 1, Box 4.  

 

Ferguson, Susanne: Suzanne’s 2003 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason 

 University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Fidalgo, Yvonne: Yvonne’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be 

obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

 

Fifer, Carson Lee Dr.: At one time Dr. Fifer, a surgeon at the Alexandria Hospital, lived at historic 

Mount Eagle, a home once owned by Bryan Fairfax. His interview titled “Community and Family 

at Mt. Eagle, Fairfax County, Virginia (ca.1941-1962).” His story can be found in cassette format 

at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason University under Series 1, 

Northern Virginia Community (1955-1990), Box 4.  

 

Fifer, Carson Lee, Jr.: Lee, a lawyer who graduated from the University of Virginia School of Law,  

practiced environmental law, real estate law, land use, and affordable housing. He managed 

numerous residential, commercial, industrial, and institutional projects that included regional 

malls such Springfield Mall, Fair Oaks Mall, and 7-Corners Mall. He co-authored the first 

affordable housing ordinance in Virginia. Lee’s 1981 interview discussing family life at Mount 

Eagle can be found in cassette format and a 2 page abstract at George Mason University’s 

Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 1, Northern Virginia Community 

(1958-1990), Box 4.   

 

Fischer, Klaus: The 2001 interview given by Klaus can be found in CD format at the George Mason  

 University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Fisher, Margaret: Margaret’s 1992 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason 

 University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Fitzgerald, Jerry: Jerry is a direct descendent of George Mason. He spoke of A. Eberly’s and Sons,  

Inc., a business which was located in Washington D. C., Fitz Folly, a 15 acre farm in Forestville 

(now Great Falls), living in McLean after marrying Jeremy Hardy, and the beginnings of his real 

estate career. Jerry’s 2008 interview is included in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean 

& Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 81. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison 



 

 

Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting 

the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Fitzgerald, Robert:  Robert’s parents purchased a 45 acre farm in Colvin Run in 1945 that had a 

farmhouse and little country store at one corner. He described the Colvin Run area, its families, 

and operating the store which sold vegetables, fruits, and meat amongst many items. He went on 

to talk about the development of Reston and Tysons Corner. There are two transcribed oral 

histories for Robert --- October 24, 1984 and November 14, 1984. Both can be obtained at the 

Great Falls Library or by contacting the Great Falls Historical Society. 

 

Fitzpatrick, Mary: Mary’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be 

obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

 

Flach, Frances Rawls: The 1985 interview offered by Frances can be found in CD format at the George 

 Mason University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Flanke, Joseph: Joseph was a leader in improving the quality of life in Fairfax County. His 1984 oral 

interview may be obtained in cassette format under the Ross Netherton Oral History Tape 

Collection MSS 13-03 at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. Several recordings 

can be obtained in cassette format in the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason 

University under Northern Virginia Community, 1955-1990, Series 1, Box 4 and 5. The dates of 

these recordings are July 11, 1979, December 23, 1983, March 2, 1984, November 5, 1987, and 

November 17, 1987. These same interviews are also transcribed at the Northern Virginia Oral 

History Project, Series 3, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Community, 1962-1988, Box 14, 

Folders 21, 22, 23, 24, and 25. 

 

Fletcher, Joe: Joe spent a good portion of his life along the Potomac River. He speaks of Fletcher’s 

Boathouse, the river, the 1936 flood, and briefly describes McLean as a very small village when 

moving there. Joe’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & 

Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 123. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison 

Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting 

the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Fletcher, Mollie Muir: Mollie offers a detailed description of McLean when she grew up that includes 

St. John’s Episcopal Church and the Franklin Sherman School. Mollie’s 2006 interview can be 

found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 127. 

This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County 

Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society.  

 

Foley, Inez: Inez and her parents moved to West McLean in 1924. She describes McLean at that time 

including the Great Falls & Old Dominion Railroad, the Franklin Sherman School, the Langley 

Methodist Church, and Selva a stop along the rail line near Chesterbrook where she later moved. 

She also speaks about Mary Stalcup Markward, a resident of the Chesterbrook community who 

was an undercover agent for the FBI. Inez’s 2009 interview can be found in Yesterday, Additional 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia on page 87. This book can be obtained at the 

Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room.    

 

Follin, Calvin: Calvin grew up in Great Falls. He describes the Great Falls area as a youth, addressing 

Thelma’s Store, Buck’s General Store, Bradford’s turkey farm, and the Old Schoolhouse. He 



 

 

talks at length about Great Falls Park and the merry-go-round. Calvin’s 2006 interview can be 

found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 129. 

This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Follin, Donna: Donna discussed Forestville (today Great Falls) by looking at pictures at the Great Falls 

Art Center. The pictures brought back memories for her, but she pointed out that there were lots 

of memories the pictures didn’t show. Donna talked about numerous subjects such as how roads 

have changed, Brown’s Chapel, Bucks Store, Feighery’s (Thelma’s), the Grange, Fitzgerald’s 

Store, the Colvin Run Community House, and the carousel at Great Falls Park. She added that her 

father’s A&A sheet metal air conditioning and heating business operated out the Colvin Run 

Community House. Donna’s 1990 transcribed interview can be found at the Great Falls Library 

or by contacting the Great Falls Historical Society. 

 

Follin, Walton: Walton was born in 1918 in a farmhouse at Forest Station, a stop along the line of the 

Great Falls & Old Dominion Railroad. His father, John Nelson Walton, was born in 1847 in the 

Colvin Run community. In his recollection, Walton mainly talked about his father’s Civil War 

experiences. Walton’s 1994 interview can be found at the Great Falls Library in Reflections: A 

Publication of the Great Falls Historical Society, 1994-1996, Page 53. 

 

Foote, Evelyn Patricia (Pat), General: Pat joined the Woman’s Army Corp in 1959, rising to the rank of 

Brigadier General in 1986. General Foote served as the first female commander at Ft. Belvoir. 

She retired in 1989 and was a founding member of the National World War II Memorial 

Foundation. General Foote’s 1989 interview can be obtained in cassette format at George Mason 

University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection under Series 2, Northern Virginia 

Changes (1962-1990) Box 5. It is available in a 17 page transcribed format at the same collection 

under Series 4, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Changes (1972-1989), Box 14, Folder 26. 

 

Ford, W. Harold: Harold was an administrator within the Fairfax County school system for many years. 

The W. Harold Ford Scholarship Fund, administered by the Fairfax County Retired Teachers 

Association, is awarded to youth with ambitions to become a teacher. In his 1970 interview 

Harold discussed former teachers in Fairfax County. It can be found in cassette format and a two 

page abstract at the George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project 

Collection, Series 1: Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 5. 

 

Forsythe, Edwin: Two 1982 interviews (December 8 and December 9) offered by Edwin can be obtained 

in one cassette format at the George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project 

Collection, Series 1: Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 5.  

 

Fox, John G.: In 1939 John’s family moved from Arlington to Annandale after his father purchased a 

ca.1864 farmhouse that remained on two acres. He described the area at that time as a rural 

farming community. He touched upon many topics in his interview that included the Annandale 

Volunteer Fire Department, the Annandale Dolphins, the Rotary Club, and the WMCA. John’s 

oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax County Public, or online at 
braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, Fairfax, Virginia.”  

 
Frederick, Scott: Scott graduated from Thomas Jefferson High School in 1987. His oral history titled 

“Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be obtained in cassette tape or transcribed 

format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room under Project Collection MSS 11-

04. 

 



 

 

Friedheim, Jacqueline Grant:  Jacqueline’s family moved to McLean in 1940. She discusses riding 

horses all over the area as a youth, her mother teaching at the Franklin Sherman School, and the 

formation of the Lutheran church in McLean. Jacquelines’s 2006 interview can be found in 

Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 135. This 

book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Frye, Robert: Bob moved into Fairfax County in 1967. He served for 19 years on the Fairfax County  

School Board beginning in 1978. He was the first minority member- at-large on that board. He 

championed equality and fought against discrimination as the area emerged from the era of 

segregation to diversity. Bob’s oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the 

Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold 

Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02, or online at braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock 

District, Fairfax, Virginia.”  

 

Gaghan, Florence Money: Florence was born in the family farmhouse in the Lewinsville section of 

McLean in 1920. She said the house burned down nine years later and, consequently, growing up 

in the Depression was no only difficult for her, but her family. She describes Lewinsville, the 

Franklin Sherman School, widening Westmoreland Street, and the proposed Pimmit Parkway. 

Florence’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great 

Falls, Virginia beginning on page 139. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, 

Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room.  

 

Gailliot, Edward and Shirley: Both Edward and Shirley were raised in the Del Ray neighborhood of 

Alexandria. Edward served in the U. S. Navy and later retired from the C&P Telephone 

Company. He had a lifelong interest in airplanes and flying, with his passion being rigid airships 

(commonly known as Zeppelins). At one time he was Docent Emeritus at the National Air & 

Space Museum. In his recollections Edward spoke about Hoover Airport, Potomac Yard whistles, 

and working for the telephone company. Shirley talked about growing up in the Del Ray 

neighborhood, girl’s basketball, and working as a bank employee. Their memories can be found 

by contacting the Franconia Museum, Inc. or Alexandria Legacies: Oral History Program at 

https://www.alexandriava.gov/../OralHistoryGailliotEdAndShirley.pdf. 

 

Galleher, Donald: Donald, a professor of writing and composition at George Mason University, being 

concerned that the school lacked diversity assisted in getting black students admitted to the 

school. He developed the Northern Virginia Writing Project, and spoke about historic and local 

events that affected the campus, particularly the Vietnam War. Two interviews for Donald, 1999 

and 2011, can be found in CD format at the George Mason University Oral History Project 

Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Gamble, Leon: Leon addresses the racial prejudice that he and his family faced after moving to the 

Odrick’s Corner community of McLean in 1959 and his continued efforts in trying to overcome 

it. He was on the board of the McLean Citizens Association, master of Boy Scout Troop 1147, 

and named Lord Fairfax in 1989. Leon’s wife, Betty, headed up young people’s program, run by 

the Odrick’s Citizens Association, because there was no place for them to go. He further speaks 

of Neighbors for a Better Community which helped provide facilities for black to children learn 

to swim. Leon’s 2008 interview can be found in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean 

& Great Falls, Virginia on page 95. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, 

Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room.  

 

Gamble, Robert S.: After service in the Peace Corps, Robert was a historian for the Office of  

https://www.alexandriava.gov/OralHistoryGailliotEdAndShirley.pdf


 

 

Archaeology and Historic Preservation, National Park Service, first with the National Register of 

Historic Places, and then on the staff of the National Register of Historic Sites and Buildings , 

National Historic Landmarks Program. In 1973 he authored the book Sully: The Biography of a 

House. Robert’s 1975 recorded talk before the Herndon Historical Society can be found in the 

Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason University under Series 1, Northern 

Virginia Community (1955-1990), Box 5.  

 

Gantt, Floyd and John Gantt: Floyd and John, two brothers, were raised at Rokeby Farm, a pre-Civil  

War property along Georgetown Pike at Kirby Road in McLean. In their 1973 account they 

discussed Rokeby and the McLean community  as they knew it growing up. Their interview can 

be found in transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room under the 

D’Anne Aultmann Evans Papers MSS 06-42. 

 

Gardner, Gerald: This 1984 oral interview may be obtained in cassette format under the Ross 

Netherton Oral History Tape Collection MSS 13-03 at the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room. 

 

Gardner, Nancy: Nancy’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be 

obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

  

Garnett, Eileen: Eileen’s oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax County 

Public Library’s Virginia Room under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02. 

 

Gasch, Manning: Manning was a long-time resident of McLean, residing on Georgetown Pike. After the 

death of his father, Herman Gasch, he took over and operated the family real estate and insurance 

business. In the late 1930s he led a fund raising effort to purchase the right-of-way of the old 

Great Falls & Old Dominion Railroad, which was later turned into Old Dominion Drive. 

Manning’s oral history can be obtained by contacting the Great Falls Historical Society.  

 

Gerald, Bill: Bill’s 1985 interview can be obtained at the George Mason University’s Northern Virginia 

  Oral History Project Collection, Series 2: Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 5. 

 

Gessner, Theodore: Theodores’s 2000 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason  

 University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Getchell, Martha: Martha, a New Englander, moved to Great Falls with her husband in 1952. They 

purchased land off Riverbend Road near Great Falls She was a teacher and briefly taught in the 

old post office before moving into the newly built school. She focused on Great Falls Park, 

floods, the old post office school, former students, and teaching methods of her day. Martha’s 

1984 transcribed recollection can be locate at the Great Falls Library or by contacting the Great 

Falls Historical Society.  

 

Gill, Clifton: Cliff, who retired from the banking business, grew up in the El Nido section of McLean. He 

describes that area, McLean proper, and the Chesterbrook area, mentioning the Heath Farm, the 

general store on Kirby Road, and the Chesterbrook Elementary School on Linway Terrace. His 

2008 interview can be found in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, 

Virginia on page 101. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls 

Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean 

Historical Society.  

 



 

 

Gill, Cornelia Stewart: Cornelia speaks of her parents “squatting” near the Little Falls before they 

purchased land to build a house along what became known as Crest Lane. She talks of the Little 

Falls, horseback riding, Rokeby, Merrywood, working on the Corcoran’s Salon Dore and 

anthropology. Cornelia’s 2009 interview can be found in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of 

McLean & Great Falls, Virginia on page 105. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison 

Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting 

the McLean Historical Society.  

   

Gilpatrick, David: David describes Kenilworth Farm, a dairy farm that raised Guernsey cattle that won 

prizes at the Fairfax County Fair during the 1920s and talks of Kiloran, built on 13 acres of the 

farm property. David’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean 

& Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 143. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison 

Library, Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room or by contacting the McLean Historical 

Society. 

 

Giska, Tom: Tom, a former president of the Burke Historical Society, begins his narrative by describing 

the beginnings of Lake Braddock High School which opened in 1974 as a secondary school. He 

includes Civil War events, the growth of Burke after the Civil War, a possible gold mine, the 

Silas Burke House, Lee Chapel, Burke International Airport, and the effect of George Mason 

University on Burke. Tom’s 2005 oral interview can be found at braddockheritage.ore “A Look 

Back at Braddock District, Fairfax, Virginia” and is available in CD-ROM format at Fairfax 

County’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City.  

 

Glowitz, Elizabeth: Elizabeth’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can 

Be obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

 

Goldsmith, Albert: Albert was active in the Reston community. The Simon concept of cluster housing 

was very appealing to him and was one of the reasons he moved to Reston. He talked about the 

Reston Association addressed many of the problems homeowners faced and the Architectural 

Review Board. Albert’s 1981 interview can be found in a two page abstract or a two page 

handwritten abstract at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project 

Collection, Series 3, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Community, 1962-1988, Box 14, Folder 27. 

 

Goldsmith, Judy: In her 1981 interview, Judy, a former president of the National Organization for  

Women, pointed out how the Reston community met many of the needs of change that women 

have faced over the years. She also discussed the original owners of her townhouse cluster in 

Reston and the changes that have taken place. Judy’s interview can be viewed in a two page 

abstract or a two page handwritten abstract at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral 

History Project Collection, Series 4, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Changes (1972-1989), Box 

14, Folder 28. 

 

Gorham, Ethel: Ethel presented a story of rural McLean’s growth up through World War II. A lot of 

attention was given to the McLean Volunteer Fire Department. Ethel’s 2006 interview can be 

found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 145. 

This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County 

Public Library’s Virginia Room, or the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Gotthardt, Viola Shreve: Viola, married to Charles W. Gotthardt, grew up in Dunn Loring. She attended 

the Vienna Elementary School 1918-1920 taking an electric trolley car. Her reminiscences 

focused on events and changes she witnessed over the years that included roads, schools, the 



 

 

influenza epidemic, the Home and Demonstration Clubs, and the creation of the Fairfax County 

Library system. Viola’s 1982 interview can be located in cassette format and a four page abstract 

at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 2, 

Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 5, and a four page abstract and six page 

handwritten abstract can be found under Series 4, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Changes (1972-

1989), Box 14, Folder 28. 

 

Graves, Philip: Philip, born in 1931, lived his entire life in the same house on Marion Avenue in a 

subdivision of Sears & Roebuck houses known as Walter Heights. He describes early Walter 

Heights, his neighbors, the Walter Heights Tennis Club, party telephone lines, rural mail delivery, 

and the McLean Volunteer Department. Philip’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia beginning on page 147. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Gray, Fred: Fred’s father built a brick house on Old Chesterbrook Road for the family. Fred talks of the 

Heath farm, Pimmit Run, riding horses, Great Falls Park, the beginnings of Tysons Corner and 

the various jobs and businesses he had over the years, beginning with selling corn on the sidewalk 

in Arlington. Fred’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & 

Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 153. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison 

Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting 

the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Greear, Virginia McFarland: Virginia, born in 1893, was 89 when she gave her 1982 interview. She 

grew up in the Floris/Herndon area of Fairfax County and among several topics she addressed 

were the Herndon fire of 1917, the influenza epidemic of 1918, the Depression, World War II, 

Darlington Grove, and voting for Woodrow Wilson. Virginia’s interview can be found in cassette 

format and a three page abstract at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History 

Project Collection, Series 2, Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 5. The three page 

abstract can also be found under Series 4, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Changes (1972-1989), 

Box 14, Folder 29. 

 

Greene, Kathryn Follin: Kathryn, born in 1905, grew up in Forestville (today Great Falls) and attended 

the old Forestville school. She lived on a 170 acre farm and either walked or rode her pony to 

school. She spoke of the Great Falls and Old Dominion Railroad, old roads, the Grange, Arnon 

Chapel, Methodist churches, Cornwell’s Sawmill, and the general store located at Georgetown 

Pike and Walker Road. Kathryn’s 1984 transcribed oral history can be found in the Virginia rare 

book section (VRARE B Greene) of the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, the 

Great Falls Library, or by contacting the Great Falls Historical Society. 

 

Greinke, Claire: Clair’s oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax County 

Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript 

Collection, MSS 13-02. 

 

Griffiths, Lloyd: Lloyd’s 2012 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Grimm, Lenny: In 1939, Lenny’s parents built their house off Georgetown Pike on what became known 

as Boyle Lane. He talks of fishing, hunting, copperhead snakes, swimming in the Potomac, three 

children drowning in the river, and Herend hand painted porcelain. Lenny’s 2007 interview can 

be found in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, on page 113. 



 

 

This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax City Library, the Virginia 

Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society.   

 

Gross, Frederick, MD: The third doctor in McLean was Fred Gross, who opened his medical practice in 

1953. He speaks about the medical building at 1515 Chain Bridge Road, the arrival of the Fairfax 

Hospital, the Fairfax County Medical Society, and “Locum Tenens,” an organization of substitute 

doctors who are used at veteran’s hospitals and Native American reservations. Fred’s 2009 

interview can be found in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, 

Virginia, on page 119. This book can be obtained at the Great Falls Library, Fairfax County 

Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society.   

 

Gross, Joyce Leigh: Joyce was born a Leigh and a Day. She discusses many events that takes in both 

families and includes a description of the large Leigh dairy farm that once stood along Route 7. 

She states that the “Jimmie Miller Memorial Stadium” at Marshall High was named after her first 

husband and that she, along with her second husband, Dr. Fred Gross, spend a great deal of their 

time working among the American Indians. Joyce’s 2009 interview can be found in Yesterday, 

Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, on page 123. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society.  

 

Grubisich, Thomas: Tom was an early resident of Reston, Virginia, and a part of its many civic groups.  

 He was a reporter and editor at the Washington Post before co-founding The Connection 

Newspapers in 1981. Later, he became editor-in-chief of The Times Community Newspapers. He 

co-authored Reston: The First Twenty Years with Peter McCandless. Tom’s 25 page 1981 

transcript about The Reston Connection can be found at the George Mason Library’s Northern 

Virginia Oral History Project, Series 3, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Community, 1962-1988, 

Box 15, Folder 2.  

 

Guinee, John William, Jr., (Jack): Jack, a Harvard graduate, was a World War II veteran who received 

a Purple Heart and Bronze Star. He Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer with 

Gulf Oil Real Estate Development Corporation (Gulf Reston) and president of the Yeonas 

Corporation, a Northern Virginia homebuilder. He served as Managing Trustee of Continental 

Mortgage Investors at the time it was the third largest bankruptcy in United States History. Jack’s 

1982 discussion focused on his association with the development of Reston and GOREDCO. This 

interview can be found in cassette format at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral 

History Project Collection under Series 2, Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 5. A 24 

page transcript of the same interview can be found at the same collection under Series 4, 

Transcripts: Northern Virginia Changes (1972-1989), Box 15, Folder 3.   

 

Haight, Alexander: The Haight family has lived in Northern Virginia since the 1840s and owned the 

Sully Plantation during the Civil War. In 1977, the family donated the Alexander Haight Family 

Collection to George Mason University’s, Special Collections and Archives. The collection 

includes such materials such as artifacts, photographs, Civil War documents, correspondences 

and household financial records. Four transcribed interviews can be found at the George Masons 

University Northern Virginia Oral History Project under Series 3, Transcripts: Northern Virginia 

Community, 1962-1988, Box 15, Folders 4, 5, 6, and 7. They are as follows: June 6, 1971 (6 page 

transcript), July 15, 1971 (11 page transcript), September 13, 1971 (20 page transcript), and 

March 23, 1973 (7 page summary).  

 

Hall, Cynthia: Cynthia’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be 



 

 

obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

 

Hall, Nancy: Nancy was the daughter of Milton D. Hall, Superintendent of Schools for Fairfax County 

1886-1928. Her 1970 oral (cassette) and 24 page transcribed interview titled “Reminiscences of a 

Teacher in Fairfax County” can be obtained at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under VRARE B Hall. It can also be found in the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at 

George Mason University under Northern Virginia Community, 1955-1990, Series 1, Box 5.  

 

Hall, Robert: Robert mainly addresses Cottonwood Street, a portion of the Chesterbrook area in McLean 

where Hall descendants have lived for generations. He speaks of his great-grandparents, Maria 

and Christopher Columbus Hall, purchasing 25 acres in 1865 and the land being divided between 

their 11 children. Robert’s 2006 oral interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of 

McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 157. This book can be obtained at the Dolley 

Madison Library, Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Hall, Susie: Susie spoke of her life on Cottonwood Street, a portion of the Chesterbrook community in 

McLean. She noted that Chesterbrook once had a Falls Church address. She talked of Stalcup’s 

General Store, the colored one-room schoolhouse, First Baptist Church Chesterbrook, and her 

sister, Martina Hall, the first recipient of a heart valve that survived. Susie’s 2006 oral interview 

can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on 

page 159. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the 

Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Halpin, Gerald: Gerald, or Jerry as he was known to all, was a prolific real estate developer in the 

Greater Washington area. He was one of the principal creators and builder of Tysons Corner. 

Jerry’s 2010 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University Oral History 

Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Hammond, Richard: Richard lived at Holly Knoll (formerly Bloomfield) an estate on the Leesburg Pike.  

He described Holly Knoll, Civil War activities, and the early history of Colvin Run Mill. 

Richard’s 1984 transcribed oral history can be found in the Virginia rare book section (VRARE B 

Hammond) of Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, the Great Falls Library, or by 

contacting the Great Falls Historical Society.  

 

Hammond, Tawny: Tawny’s oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript 

Collection, MSS 13-02. 

 

Hampton, Bob: Bob was involved with the McLean Little League as manager or coach for over forty 

years. He speaks of the keen rivalry between the Vienna and McLean teams, the auction system, 

the Virginia State Little League Championship in 1981, field maintenance, planting trees and 

shrubs around various school, the McLean Trees Committee, and Field Number One being named 

“Hampton Field.” Bob’s 2006 oral interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of 

McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 163. This book can be obtained at the Dolley 

Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by 

contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Hampton, Mary Anne: Mary Anne’s family relocated from Washington D. C. into McLean’s new 

Clearview Manor subdivision during the late 1950s. She said that the area was still horse country 

and that it was a community of many national leaders. She described McLean at that time, the 



 

 

growth of the area, the explosion of schools for McLean, the opening of the Seven Corners 

Shopping Center, and the McLean Community Center. Mary Anne’s 2006 oral interview can be 

found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 

163. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Hannon, Jack: Jack begins his recollections by describing the Clyde Beatty/Cole Brothers Circus once 

held on the ground where Madison of McLean was later built. He continues to discuss the 

McLean Community Center, converting the Old Firehouse into a teen center, Boy Scout Troop 

128, and Lewinsville Park. Jack’s 2008 interview can be found in Yesterday, Additional 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, on page 129. This book can be obtained at the 

Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, 

or by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Hardy, Sally Harwood: Sally lived at the historic property in McLean known as Minor Hill which was 

originally a 2-over-2 log cabin located just outside the District Boundary Line. She relates that 

possibly James and Dolley Madison spent time there during their escapes from the British during 

the War of 1812 and that the house was occupied during the Civil War. She describes the nearby 

Crimmins property, activities during World War II, and attending Western High School in the 

District. Sally’s interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great 

Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 177. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, 

Great Falls Library, Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room or by contacting the McLean 

Historical Society.  

 

Harlow, Rice: Rice’s transcript concerning history of Burke, Virginia, can be found under the Rosanne S.  

Berkenstock Papers on Burke Center Study MSS 06-74 at the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room in Fairfax City. 

 

Harlow, Willie: Willie’s transcript concerning history of Burke, Virginia, can be found under the  

Rosanne S. Berkenstock Papers on Burke Center Study MSS 06-74 at the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Harris, Julie Merrell: Julie grew up living in the c.1848 farmhouse Rokeby on Chain Bridge Road and 

graduated from the Madeira School. She describes the nearby Merrywood estate, life in McLean, 

becoming an “Avon Lady,” the development of the Saigon subdivision, Betty Cooke’s pink house 

at Swink’s Mill Road and Georgetown Pike, and visiting Ethiopia where she was presented to 

Emperor Haile Selassie. Julie’s 2009 interview can be found in Yesterday, Additional 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, on page 137. This book can be obtained at the 

Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room.  

 

Harrison, Holden: Holden was raised near Floris, Virginia, on one of the largest dairy farms in Fairfax 

County. He moved to Herndon in 1955 where he and his wife, Louise, were active in community 

life. Among many things, Holden was a member of Herndon’s Town Council, instrumental in 

saving Herndon’s train depot from demolition, and a director of the Herndon Bank. Two oral 

histories, March 3, 1979 and one undated, discussing Frying Pan Park can be found in cassette 

and transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room under the D’Anne 

Aultmann Evans Papers MSS 06-42. Two additional recordings, February 5, 1979 and March 4, 

1981, discussing dairy farming in both Herndon and Floris can also be found in cassette and 

transcribed format in the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason University 

under Northern Virginia Community, 1955-1990, Series 1, Box 5.  



 

 

 

Harrison, Louise Presgrave: Louise, who was married to Holden Harrison, was a teacher and principal  

within the public school system in Fairfax County. After 1955 the couple lived in Herndon and 

they were a strong presence in the community. A 1970 talk about the Navy Elementary School 

can be found found in cassette and transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room under the D’Anne Aultmann Evans Papers MSS 06-42. An second May 14, 1970 

recording titled “Teaching in Fairfax County” can be obtained in cassette or a 24 page transcript 

in the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason University under Northern 

Virginia Community, 1955-1990, Series 1, Box 5. The transcript is also available under Series 3, 

Transcripts: Northern Virginia Community, 1962-1988, Box 15, Folder 8 

  

Harrison, Walter: Walter’s parents built a country store in Dranesville and installed two gas pumps in 

front. After World War II the store was closed and the one-bay auto repair station was expanded 

to become Dranesville Auto Service. Walter describes the homemade ice cream business, truck 

farming, serving in Europe during World War II, the Robert’s family in the Colvin Run area, 

straightening Route 7, and dancing at the Colvin Run Schoolhouse. Walter’s 2006 interview can 

be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 

185. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax City Library, and the 

Virginia Room. A 2000 interview with Walter that describes Herndon, the Dranesville area, and 

the Herndon Masonic Lodge can be obtained by contacting the Herndon Historical Society. 

 

Harvey, Alisa: Alisa, a middle distance runner, set the Virginia high school record for 1600 meters at 

4:50 while attending Thomas Jefferson High school. Her oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, 

The Story of a High School” can be obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

 

Harway, Maxwell: Maxwell’s 2005 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason  

 University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Hatch, Winslow Roper: Winslow and his wife, Dita, lived in the historic house known as Bienvenue in  

McLean. He was keenly interested in history and devoted much of his time during his later years 

to the history of the McLean area. In 1985 he authored Old Roads and New Insights: Adventures 

in Discovery. Four interviews can be obtained at the George Mason University Library’s Oral 

History Project Collection, Northern Virginia Community, 1958-1990: Series 1, Box 5. They are 

as follows: 1 cassette McLean Historic Sites, November 24, 1974; 2 cassettes McLean Historic 

Sites, January 19, 1975; 1 cassette September 13, 1975; and 1 cassette September 17, 1983.  

  

Hatfield, Wes: The oral interview of Wes can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript 

Collection, MSS 13-02. 

 

Hawkes, Robert: Robert was a professor of history at George Mason University. In his interview he 

spoke about diversity issues of George Mason as compared to the University of Virginia. He also 

addressed George Mason’s separation from the University of Virginia, the school’s approach to 

education, and many other stories about George Mason University. Robert’s 2002 interview can 

be found in CD format at the George Mason University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 

2013). 

 

Hawthorne, Johnny: Johnny’s oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript 

Collection, MSS 13-02. 



 

 

 

Hawxhurst, Richard W.: Grew up in Oakton. In the early 1920s  he worked for the 29th Military Police 

Company in the District. Amongst many items in his 1980 interview, Richard talks about 

Oakton’s history, the electric trolley line, the Waple Farm, and the Hawxhurst family. His 

account can be found in cassette format at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George 

Mason University under Northern Virginia Community, 1955-1990, Series 1, Box 6.  

 

Hazel, John Tilghman (Til): Til’s father was a surgeon in Arlington and owned a farm in rural McLean. 

Til graduated from Harvard and, as an attorney and real estate developer, began transforming the 

countryside of Fairfax County into a significant commercial and residential center in the early 

1969s. As an advocate for development, he was a major force in urbanizing Tysons Corner and 

building large-scale residential communities such as the Burke Center, Franklin Farm, Fairfax 

Station, and Fair Lakes. Til’s 1985 interview can be obtained in cassette format at George Mason 

University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Collection under Series 2, Northern Virginia 

Changes (1962-1990), Box 6. An additional 2011 interview can be found in CD format at the 

George Mason University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Healy, Michael: In his 1981 interview, Michael talked about community life in Reston, Virginia, with an 

emphasis on the Reston Home Owners Association and its many conflicts. This discussion can be 

found in one sound cassette at the George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History 

Project Collection, Series 2, Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 6 and at the same 

location under Series 4, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Changes (1972-1989), Box 15, Folder 9. 

 

Heath, Gary: Gary grew up at the Heath Farm on Old Chesterbrook Road in the El Nido area of  

McLean. He became a police officer in 1961. He describes exploring Pimmit Run, hunting, 

farming, delivering to wholesale markets in the District, selling dairy products from the back 

porch, selling strawberries from the front yard, Hickory Hill when President John Kennedy was 

assassinated, and selling the farm. Gary’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 191. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax City Library, and the Virginia Room.   

 

Heath, Sheila FitzSimmons: Sheila basically addresses McLean during the years she attended McLean 

High School. She speaks of a variety store, the arrival of the Super Giant, soda fountains in both 

Preston’s and Peoples Drug Stores, and the Miss McLean contest that was included in the 

Firemen’s Carnival. Sheila’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of 

McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 199. This book can be obtained at the Dolley 

Madison Library, Fairfax City Library, and the Virginia Room.   

 

Hellwig, Bill: Bill’s oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax County 

Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript 

Collection, MSS 13-02. 

 

Henderson, Edwin B., Dr.: Edwin was a promoter of African-American involvement in sports and 

Physical education. He introduced organized basketball to African Americans on a wide scale in 

1904 and is considered to be the “Grandfather of Black Basketball.” He was also an advocate for 

civil rights and established a branch of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 

People (NAACP) in Falls Church. Two transcribed interviews, 1962 and 1969, can be located at 

the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room under the D’Anne Aultmann Evans Papers 

MSS 06-42. Three interviews, 1962, 1965, and 1969, can be found in cassette and transcribed 

format at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason University under Northern 

Virginia Community, 1955-1990, Series 1, Box 6 and Series 2, Box 15, Folders 10, 11, and 12. 



 

 

The 1962 interview discussed community life in Falls Church (ca 1910-1960) with emphasis on 

black churches, schools, and organizations; Dr. Henderson’s 1965 story focused on race relations, 

education, and social life in Northern Virginia; and he was assisted by his wife during the 1969 

interview in which they talked about the James Lee School in Falls Church. The transcribed 

interviews 1962 (35 pages), 1965 (21 pages), and 1969 (14 pages) are also available at the same 

collection under Series 3, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Community, 1962-1988, Box 15, 

Folders 10, 11, and 12.  

 

Hennings, G. L. (Jerry): Jerry was raised near the center of McLean in a house directly across from the  

original Franklin Sherman School. He speaks of the Langley Methodist Episcopal Church South, 

the Franklin Sherman School, pumping gas and doing auto repairs, Henning’s Service Center, the 

McLean Volunteer Fire Department, McLean Electronics and Camera, the antiaircraft gun site at 

Langley, and the Nike site in Great Falls. Jerry’s 2008 interview can be found in Yesterday, 

Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, on page 147. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax City Library, and the Virginia Room. 

 

Henry, Susan: The 1987 and 1989 oral interview with Susan may be obtained in cassette format under 

the Ross Netherton Oral History Tape Collection MSS 13-03 at the Fairfax City Public Library’s 

Virginia Room. 

 

High, Jack: Jack’s 2010 oral interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Hiller, Jack: Jack, a noted photographer, historian and archaeologist, was a member of the Fairfax 

County History Commission 1981-2016 (chair 1994-1995) and headed its Historical Marker 

Committee. He taught history at Groveton High School beginning in 1959 and during this period 

was part of a movement to integrate the Fairfax Education Association. He wrote extensively and 

lectured on the history of the Springfield area. There are two 1992 oral interviews with Jack that 

may be obtained in cassette format under the Ross Netherton Oral History Tape Collection MSS 

13-03 at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Hinkle, Dick: Dick served in the Air Force during World War II. In 1948 he opened McLean Hardware.   

Dick talks about the growth of McLean as seen through the eyes of a businessman. Dick’s 2006 

interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, 

beginning on page 203. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax City 

Library, and the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room.  

 

Hirst, Edna Mae Bennett: Edna, the wife of Mason Hirst, addressed community life in Annandale and  

Wakefield Chapel in her 1977 talk. Edna’s oral and transcribed interview can be obtained the 

Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room under VRARE Hirst. It may also be found the 

George Mason University Library’s Oral History Project Collection, Series 1, Northern Virginia 

Community, 1958-1990: Box 6 and Series 3, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Community, 1962-

1988, Box 15, Folder 13. 

 

Hirst, Mason: Mason, an Annandale resident, put together an extensive package of valuable real estate 

and became a principal developer of Fairfax County. His son, Omar, was elected to serve in 

Virginia’s House of Delegates and later the State Senate. Mason’s 1977 transcribed oral interview 

discussing Wakefield Chapel can be obtained at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under the D’Anne Aultmann Evans Papers MSS 06-42. 

 

Hirst, Robin: Robin, the daughter of Virginia State legislator Omar Hirst and his wife Anne, grew up on  



 

 

the 215 acre Hirst Property, a dairy farm that later turned into the Woodhirst Development. In her 

2005 interview she described the farm in detail using an early oil painting done by her mother. 

She further elaborated on Saint Agnes School, political personalities, Colonel John Singleton 

Mosby, her grandparents, and helping to build the equestrian Olympic cross-country course in 

Los Angeles. Robin’s oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript 

Collection, MSS 13-02, or online at braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, 

Fairfax, Virginia.”  

  

Hlavin, Al: Al’s oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript Collection, 

MSS 13-02. 

 

Hoge, Dorothy: Dorothy was a principal at Hayfield Elementary School. In her June 8, 1970, interview,  

along with Louise Harrison, she talked about early schools in Fairfax County. Dorothy’s 

interview can be found at the George Mason University Library’s Oral History Project Collection, 

Northern Virginia Community, 1958-1990: Series 1, Box 6 and Transcripts: Northern Virginia 

Community, 1962-1988, Series 3, Box 15, Folder 8. 

 

Hogle, Janet: Janet talks about the Burke Center in her 1986 interview. This can be obtained in cassette 

format the George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 

2, Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 6. 

 

Holland, Will: Will’s 1958 interview talks about guarding the tomb of George Washington. It can be 

obtained in cassette format or an 11 page transcript at the George Mason University’s Northern 

Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 1, Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), 

Box 6. 

 

Holton, Linwood (The Honorable): Linwood, a World War II Naval veteran, was the 61st governor of 

Virginia, serving 1970-1974. He was the first Republican governor since 1869. He fought the 

Byrd Organization, disapproved of Massive Resistance, and placed his children in Richmond’s 

mainly-black public schools. Linwood’s 2004 interview can be found in CD format at the George 

Mason University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Honesty, Columbus (Lum): Columbus, or Lum as he was known, resided off Beulah Road near Vienna. 

He was a World War I veteran and had a reputation as a comedian. Columbus often worked as a 

helper for E. E. Lyons & Company and as a day laborer for Faust and Freemont Day. His 1972 

interview discussing life in the black community in Vienna can be found in cassette format ant a 

one page abstract at the George Mason University Library’s Oral History Project Collection, 

Series 1: Northern Virginia Community, 1958-1990. Box 6.  

  

Hooff, Charles R. Jr.: Charles, a real estate broker, specialized in residential and commercial real estate 

through his family’s firm Charles R. Hooff, Inc. located in Alexandria. During World War II he 

served in the Navy while stationed in the Pacific. He was active in historic preservation in Old 

Town Alexandria and was a leading figure in saving the Lloyd House from demolition. His 1994 

“Seminary Hill History” discussion can be found in cassette tape format in the Fairfax County 

Public Library’s Virginia Room under Oral History Tape Collection MSS 13-01.  

 

Hopkins, Margaret and Catherine Harrison Farrar: These two women provide a history of the 

Dranesville Methodist Church. In the interview they also discuss incorrectness of tombstone 

inscriptions, the Battle of Dranesville, old roads, and the Jefferson Schoolhouse. Their 1983 



 

 

transcribed oral history can be found in the Virginia rare book section (VRARE B Hopkins) of 

Fairfax County’s Virginia Room, the Great Falls Library, or by contacting the Great Falls 

Historical Society. An additional 1985 transcribed presentation Margaret gave before a group 

titled “History of Dranesville and Sugarland Chapel Church” can be obtained at the Great Falls 

Library.  

 

Horn, Norman: Norman talks about the history of Horn Motors in Herndon which started in 1929. He 

included a history of Herndon and stories of people who lived there. To find out more about 

Norman’s interview, contact Chuck Mauro at HMSHistory.com. 

 

Hornady, Linda Luckese: Linda’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School”  

can beobtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

 

Horne, Allen, MD: Dr. Horne is a family practitioner who practices family medicine in McLean. He was  

raised on Marion Avenue in a neighborhood of Sears & Roebuck houses. He describes the 

neighborhood, McLean life as a youth, the Franklin Sherman School, and segregation. Allen’s 

2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, 

beginning on page 205. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax City 

Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean 

Historical Society.  

   

Howard, Dennis: Dennis, an African American, has spent over 30 years tracing his family’s history. He 

included many family members in his story and their role in developing Fairfax County and 

Northern Virginia. He spoke of his grandfather’s farm in Merrifield, the First Baptist Church of 

Merrifield, Gallows Road, Prosperity Avenue, Manassas Industrial Park, integration within the 

school system, cemeteries, and the Ilda community. This 2005 oral interview can be found in its 

entirety at braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, Fairfax, Virginia” and in 

CD-ROM format at Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Howell, Janet (The Honorable): Janet’s various interviews (2000-2008) can be located at Reston 

Reflections Oral History Collection, Special Collections Research Center, George Mason 

University Libraries under Series 1: Transcripts (1994-2008), Box 32, Folders 12,13,14,15, and 

16. 

 

Hubbard, Lee: Lee can trace his family’s history in Fairfax County back to the 1700s. He was raised in  

the county and joined the Fairfax County Police Department when it formed in 1940, wearing 

badge number 86. He retired in 1979. Lee described what the county was like while growing up 

and the many changes he witnessed over the years. He talked about the Fairview School, Fairfax 

High, Dr. Brooks, farming, the “Bunny Man” story, early years of the police department, the Ox 

Road bridge collapse of 1944, and much more in his two part oral interview. Lee’s 2005  

interview can be obtained at braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, Fairfax, 

Virginia.” A recorded video with Lee was produced by Historic Fairfax City, Inc. in 2010. It is 

available at the Virginia Room or at the Fairfax Museum Gift Shop.  

 

Hudgins, Catherine (The Honorable): Catherine’s various interviews (2000-2006) can be located at  

Reston Reflections Oral History Collection, Special Collections Research Center, George Mason 

University Libraries under Series 1: Transcripts (1994-2008), Box 33, Folders 3,4,5,6,7,and 8.   

 

Hughes, Ralph and Pat: The Oakton Trolley Station was the main topic of this 1989 interview. It can be 



 

 

obtained at the George Mason University Library’s Oral History Project Collection, Series 1: 

Northern Virginia Community, 1958-1990. Box 6.  

 

Hummer, Keith: While at the 100th family reunion of the Millard Family, Keith related his memories of  

grain speculation and Colvin Run Mill before it was restored. His transcribed oral interview can 

be found in the “100th Reunion of the Millard Family” at the Great Falls Library or by contacting 

the Great Falls Historical Society. 

 

Hunt, Bob: Bob moved into Fairfax County in 1969 with his wife and three children as the newly created 

King’s Park development was opening up for residency: it remained under construction for 

another six years. He was elected president of the King’s Park Association and later appointed as 

an at-large member to the Fairfax County School Board, serving 1973-1977. Bob’s oral 

interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-

02 or found online at braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, Fairfax, 

Virginia.”  
 

Hurlbutt, Sonja Duffin: Sonja grew up along the Lewinsville Road corridor not far from Tysons Corner 

and attended the Shiloh Baptist Church. She describes “massive resistance,” the Odrick’s Corner 

School, the Louise Archer School, Luther Jackson High School, the Lutie Lewis Coats School, 

working at Hot Shoppes at Bailey’s Crossroads, and the Fairfax Rifles. Sonja’s 2009 interview 

can be found in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, on page 

159. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax City Library, and the 

Virginia Room.  

 

Hustuedt, J.E.P.W.: There are 13 cassettes in this 1975 interview. They can be found at the George 

Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 1, Northern 

Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 6 and Box 7. 

 

Hutchison, Kay Miller: Kay shared memories of the Miller Dairy Farm and farmhouse, formerly located 

at Springvale Road and Georgetown Pike. She particularly focused on the house, describing each 

room and the enjoyment she had in each one of them. She said that after the farm was sold, a 

development named Foxhall was built on the property. Kay’s 2007 interview can be found in 

Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, on page 169. This book 

can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax County 

Public Library’s Virginia Room.  

 

Ingebretsin, Karl: In 1966, Karl, a former CIA employee, was hired to be the Executive Director of the 

Reston Home Owners Association. Karl’s account of his experience with the home owners 

association can be found in cassette format at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at 

George Mason University under Northern Virginia Community, 1955-1990, Series 1, Box 7 and 

written abstracts are located at Transcripts: Northern Virginia Community, 1962-1988, Series 3, 

Folder 14. 

 

Jackson, John: John, whose regular job was that of a gravedigger, lived on a dairy farm along Ox Road  

near Burke with his wife, Cora Lee Carter Jackson, and their seven children. At the same time 

John was one of the premier blues and country guitarists in the world. He was a master of the 

Piedmont tradition of blues, country, and ragtime. His first record was released in 1965. John’s 

1988 interview can be obtained in a 59 page transcript at George Mason University’s Northern 

Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 3, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Community 



 

 

(1962-1988), Box 15, Folder 15. A 1994 interview with Elijah Wald can be found at 

http://www.elijahwald.com/longarch.html#lojack. 

 

Jackson, Norman: Norman’s 1993 discussion titled “Marriages in Museum” can be found at Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room in cassette format under Oral History Tape Collection 

MSS 13-01. 

 

Jackson, Selena: Selena’s 1983 interview can be obtained at the George Mason University Library’s  

 Oral History Project Collection, Series 2: Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 7.  

 

Jackson, Wade: Wade was born in 1909 in a house on Jackson Lane in Forestville (today Great Falls). 

He attended the Forestville School. In his oral history Wade talked about area families, a 

dangerous Potomac River, Great Falls Park, spankings by teachers, blacksmiths, and early local 

baseball. Wade’s 1984 transcribed oral history can be found in the Virginia rare book section 

(VRARE B Jackson) of Fairfax County’s Virginia Room, the Great Falls Library, or by 

contacting the Great Falls Historical Society. 

 

Jenkins, Bessie Wynkoop: Bessie married Albert Jenkins in the Dranesville Tavern in 1907. His parents, 

Samuel and Catherine Jenkins owned and operated the tavern which had a Herndon address on 

the Leesburg Pike. Bessie died in 1984 at age 102. Bessie’s 1982 transcribed oral history can be 

found in the Virginia rare book Section (VRARE B Jenkins) of Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room, the Great Falls Library, or by contacting the Great Falls Historical Society.  

 

Jenkins, Erskin: Erskin was the industrial arts instructor at Jefferson High School where he was the 

assistant track coach and head football coach for three years after the school opened. Previously 

he was the head football coach at the Falls Church High School. Erskin’s oral history titled 

“Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be obtained in cassette tape or transcribed 

format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room under Project Collection MSS 11-

04. 

 

Jensen, Ronald: Ronald’s 1999 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Jensen-Neshati, Kristen: Kristen’s 2000 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason 

University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Jessup, Georgia Mills: Georgia, a descendent of the American Indian Pamunkey tribe, was the 13th child 

of her father’s (Joseph Henry Mills) 18 children. As an accomplished artist and sculptor, she was 

a strong voice for art education in the Washington, D. C. schools. She was a supervisor of the 

District’s public school system and founded the program “The World is Your Museum.” 

Georgia’s 1986 interview can be found in four sound cassettes at George Mason University’s 

Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 2, Northern Virginia Changes (1962-

1990), Box 7. A 19 page transcript can be obtained at the same collection under Series 4, 

Transcripts: Northern Virginia Changes (1972-1989), Box 15, folder 17.   

 

Jewett, Freeborn Garrettson (Garry): Garry and his wife Joan reside in a historic home on Lewinsville 

Road in McLean. Garry addresses the Lewinsville Corridor and Tysons Corner before serious 

development began. He also speaks of Neighbors for a Better Community, which was founded to 

bring integration to McLean, and Friends of Pleasant Grove, an organization that formed to save 

the Pleasant Grove Church. Garry’s 2008 interview can be found in Yesterday, Additional 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, on page 173. This book can be obtained at the 



 

 

Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room. 

 

Johnson, Alice: Alice discusses the Dye Family, Blacksburg, and Union Mills in her 1992 oral interview 

which can found in cassette format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room under 

Oral History Tape Collection MSS 13-01. 

 

Johnson, George: George’s 2005 interview can be found in two parts in CD format at the George Mason 

University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Johnson, Joanne: Joanne’s 2005 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Johnson, Louvenia: Louvenia, a retired teacher, grew up on Spring Hill Road near Odrick’s Corner. She 

talks about life along the Lewinsville Corridor that includes the Odrick School, Shiloh Baptist 

Church, segregation, and the Spring Hill ball diamond. Louvenia’s 2006 interview can be found 

in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 213. This 

book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County 

Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society.  

 

Johnson, Mary: Mary’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be 

obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

 

Johnson, Mike: Mike, a highly regarded Fairfax County archaeologist, talked about archaeology in 

Northern Virginia and Herndon. Mile’s 1999 interview for the town of Herndon can be obtained 

by contacting Chuck Mauro at HMSHistory.com.  

 

Jones, Billy: Billy was a past president of the McLean Historical Society. He related stories about 

Storm’s Store, the Franklin Sherman School, a swimming hold near the Chain Bridge, and yellow 

jackets. He admired Paul Rhinehart, owner of horses in Langley, and talks at length about him. 

Billy’s memories can be found in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, 

Virginia, on page 179. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax City 

Library, and the Virginia Room. This same story can also be obtained as a CD recording at the 

Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room under “Oral History of McLean, Virginia, 

September, 1997.” 

 

Jones, Rexton: Rexton discussed country doctors in Fairfax County, emphasizing Dr. James Tasker 

Jones and the Herndon area. His 1973 interview can be obtained in cassette format at George 

Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 1: Northern 

Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 7. 

 

Jones, Virgil Carrington (Pat): Virgil, a journalist, was born in Charlottesville, Virginia. During 

World War II. He was a reporter for the Evening Star (1941-1945) and later an administrative 

assistant to Congressman William Tuck of Virginia. He authored numerous books, among which 

were Ranger Mosby and Gray Ghosts and Rebel Raiders. A Youtube oral interview conducted by 

Naomi Zeavin can be found online.    

 

Jordan, William: William’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be 

obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 



 

 

 

Kanyan, Joseph: Joseph’s 2005 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Karton, Alissa: Alissa’s 2006 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Keating, Gladys (The Honorable): Gladys, a Franconia resident, was elected to Virginia’s House of  

Delegates in 1977, where she served for 22 years representing the 43rd District. She championed 

consumer rights, family law reform, and women’s health issues. Delegate Keating’s 1984 

interview may be located in cassette format at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral 

History Project Collection, Series 2, Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 7. A two page 

abstract can be obtained at the same collection under Series 4, Transcripts: Northern Virginia 

Changes (1972-1989), Box 15, Folder 18. 

 

Keenan, Edith: Edith and her husband Edward, a White House official, were active in the planned  

community of Reston during the early years of its development. In her 1981 interview, Edith 

discussed the growth of the new town and the people that made it happen. This interview can be 

found in a three page abstract or four page handwritten abstract at George Mason University’s 

Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 3, Transcripts: Northern Virginia 

Community, 1962-1988, Box 15, Folder 19.  

 

Keith, James: James, a lawyer and later judge, was a member of the Fairfax County Board of 

Supervisors 1956-1962, serving as chair for the year 1957. His 1974 reminiscences as a member 

of the board can be obtained in cassette format or a 16 page transcript at the Northern Virginia 

Oral History Project at George Mason University under Northern Virginia Community, 1955-

1990, Series 1, Box 7. An additional 1974 account of his life in Fairfax County and Northern 

Virginia in cassette format or a 17 page transcript at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at 

George Mason University under Northern Virginia Community, 1955-1990, Series 2, Box 15, 

Folder 20. 

 

Kelley, Michael: Michael’s 2000 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Kelso, Donald: Donald, an expert in environmental research, published many articles relating to  

restoring the Potomac River and its tributaries, sustaining the natural ecosystems in suburban 

areas, and the impact of global climate changes on the aquatic ecosystems. Donald’s 1999 

interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University Oral History Project 

Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Kephart, Ellen Cockerill: Ellen was born in Herndon in 1916. She spoke about growing up on a farm, 

the first telephones in the area, rationing during World War II, the fire department, the role of the 

Washington and Old Dominion Railroad to the town, and Herndon’s police chief. Ellen’s 2000 

interview can be obtained by contacting Chuck Mauro at HMSHistory.com. 

 

Kephart, William Herman: Herman was a World War II veteran and charter member of the Herndon 

Volunteer Fire Department. Along with his wife, Ellen Cocherill, he purchased, renovated, and 

lived at historic Quail Hollow on Dranesville Road. His 1986 transcribed oral history can be 

found at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room under VRARE B Kephart or by 

contacting the Great Falls Historical Society. A 1973 interview discussing community life in 

Herndon, with a particular focus on schools, employers, and suburbanization can be found in 



 

 

cassette format and one two page abstract at the George Mason University Libraries Special 

Collection and Archive Division under the Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, 

Series 1, Northern Virginia Community, 1958-1990: Box 7 and in Series 2, Northern Virginia 

Changes, 1962-1990, Box 7. A CD copy is also available Series 1, Box 24 and a three page 

abstract and a five page hand written abstract can be obtained at Series 4, Transcripts: Northern 

Virginia Changes: 1972-1989, Box 15, Folder 21. 

 

Keys, Bobby: Bobby grew up in Herndon. Her 1999 interview contains stories of her life in Herndon, her  

grandfather, Ben Detwiler, the town’s dentist, and her husband during World War II. To obtain a  

copy of Bobby’s interview contact Chuck Mauro at HMSHistory.com. 

 

Kielsgard, Frederick: Fred has three oral histories that pertain to the history of Burke that can be found 

in the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room: Lee Highway Motels is in cassette format 

under Oral History Tape Collection MSS 13-01 and two transcripts can be located at the D’Anne 

Aultmann Evans Papers MSS 06-42 or the Roseanne S. Berkenstock Papers on Burke Center 

Study MSS 06-74. These same three cassettes may be located at George Mason University’s 

Fenwick Library under Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 2, Northern 

Virginia Community, 1958-1996, Box 7 and Series 4, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Changes, 

1962-1990, Box 15, folder 22.    

 

Kincheloe, Paul: Pauls’s oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax County 

Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript 

Collection, MSS 13-02. 

 

Kirby, Marvin: Marvin, a McLean resident, operated a dairy farm along Chain Bridge Road across from 

where the CIA is today. His transcribed 1971 interview addressed Life in McLean and the 

Lewinsville community and can be found at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room 

under the D’Anne Aultmann Evans Papers MSS 06-42. This same interview can be obtained at 

the George Mason University Libraries Special Collection and Archive Division under the 

Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Northern Virginia Community, 1958-1990: 

Series 1, Box 7. A 1972 recorded interview is also available at the same collection at Series 1, 

Box 8. 

  

Kirby, Shirley: Shirley described growing up on a farm along Kirby Road in the Chesterbrook area of  

 McLean that sold lots of corn and hay. She discussed canning, butchering day, making sausages,  

curing hams, and raising chickens to fry. She also talked about Sheriff Eppa Kirby bringing 

German prisoners to work at the farm during World War II. Shirley’s 2007 interview can be 

found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 

219. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax City Library, the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Kirkland, Richard C.: After the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor in 1941, Richard joined the  Army 

Air Corps and was trained to be a fighter pilot. After the War he tested atomic  bombs on the 

Marshall Islands before spending time in the Air Force Rescue Service  during the Korean War. 

He later moved to Vienna with his family where he pursued his life-long passion of painting. In 

his 2014 interview Richard talked about his fruitless search for a lost atomic bomb, the  Air 

Force Rescue service, and helping to develop and distribute helicopters to every  police station in 

America. Richard’s interview can be obtained in video format at the Freeman Store and Museum, 

Historic Vienna, Inc. or at www.hvioralhistory.blogspot.com.  

Kleiner, May Rosenbaum: May’s family moved to McLean in 1941. She describes growing up in a very  



 

 

rural atmosphere that includes World War II, three girls drowning in the Potomac in 1947, the 

Franklin Sherman School, the McLean Volunteer Fire Department, the Carnival, and St. John’s 

Episcopal Church. May’s memories can be found in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of 

McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, on page 185. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison 

Library, Fairfax City Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by 

contacting the McLean Historical Society.  

 

Knauss-Sterling, Sylvia: Sylvia grew up in the Walter Heights area of McLean and describes a very 

 rural community during the 1940s and 1950s. She also speaks of the McLean Summer Theatre,  

 purchasing clothes that once belonged to Jacqueline Kennedy, and show business. Sylvia’s 2006  

interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, 

beginning on page 223. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax City 

Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean 

Historical Society.   

 

Koenig, Bob: Bob and his father, Francis, were very active in the McLean real estate market. Bob speaks  

about the McLean he knew as a youth and addresses the many real estate projects that Koenig 

Enterprises either built or designed. Bob’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 227. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax City Library, the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society.  

 

Kolker, Aliza: Aliza’s 2002 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Kopatkiewicz, Verna: Verna and her husband moved with their children into West Lewinsville Heights 

in 1960, at the beginning of McLean’s transition from a rural farming dairy community to 

suburbia. She later wrote a weekly column for the McLean Providence Journal. Sone of the 

topics she discussed in her interview are: Saint Dunstan’s Episcopal Church, the battle over the 

Merrywood estate, and incorporating Lewinsville into a township. In 2007, Verna was featured in 

a documentary titled “Home Front: World War II in Washington,” and has been shown on 

Channel 26. Verna’s 2008 interview and a few of her newspaper articles can be found in 

Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, on page 197. This book 

can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax City Library, and the Virginia Room. 

 

Kreiter-Foronda, Carolyn: Carolyn’s 2007 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason 

University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Krug, Robert: Robert was president of the Fairfax Club of Rotary International. When George Mason 

University became independent from the University of Virginia he became the Vice-President of 

Academic Affairs and later president of the university. Krug Hall, one of the original buildings on 

the campus, is named after him. A collection of clippings and articles from his time at George 

Mason College and University can be found at the George Mason University special Collections 

Research Center under the Robert C. Krug Collection 1965-1979 and a 2005 interview can be 

found in CD format at the George Mason University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 

2013). 

 

Lally, John K.: John discussed 1960 motels in his 1986 oral interview. It can be obtained at the Fairfax  

County Public Library’s Virginia Room in cassette format under Oral History Tape Collection 

MSS 13-01, 

 



 

 

Lambert, Lavinia (Beannie) Beach: Lavinia spent most of her life along Beach Mill Road, which had a 

Herndon address at one time, but today is a part of Great Falls. She talks about farming life, the 

Shady Oak area where her family operated a general store, Beach’s Saw Mill, Smith Chapel, the 

Jefferson School, and VFW Post 8241. Lavinia’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 229. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room. A 2010 interview with Beannie and Gary Schmitz is available through 

contacting the Great Falls Historical Society. 

 

Lancaster, Frank: Frank, worked as a librarian and documents expert at the Central Intelligence Agency, 

moved to Vienna in the 1950s. He volunteered at the Vienna Library, portrayed Santa Clause at 

Christmas, gave tours at the Freeman Store and Museum, and helped organize the Pig-Tail/Pony-

Tail softball league. Frank recounts some of his favorite memories of life in Vienna can be 

viewed at Vienna’s Freeman Store and Museum, Historic Vienna Inc. or at 

www.hvioralhistory.blogspot.com. 

 

Landes, Melvin Bowman: Melvin is considered “The Dean” of Fairfax County education. He came to  

the county in 1930 serving as a seventh grade teacher and principal at Vienna Elementary School. 

He was the principal at three other schools before moving to Mount Vernon High School in 1945, 

where he remained the principal until retiring in 1973. His 1969 discussion titled “Reminiscences 

of a School Teacher in Fairfax County, Virginia” (ca 1920-1945) can be found in cassette, 

abstract, and transcribed format in the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason 

University under Northern Virginia Community, 1955-1990, Series 1, Box 7. 

 

Larranaga, Jim: Jim’s 2006 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Larranaga, Liz: Kathy’s 2006 interview, together Sally Merten, can be found in CD format at the  

 George Mason University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Larson, Karen: Karen’s oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax  

County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold 

Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02. 
 

Laughlin, William (Kip): “Kip” was raised in the “Blue House” in McLean, where his mother operated   

a real estate business. He said that his grandfather, Clifton H. Laughlin, was probably the first 

insurance and real estate broker in McLean. He describes McLean around the house during the 

1950s and his attempts to save the house when the property was sold for commercial 

development. “Kip’s” 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & 

Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 235. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison 

Library, Fairfax City Library, and the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Lauler, Annie: Annie came to McLean in 1962, and began a successful real estate career. She addressed 

the growth of McLean and Tysons Corner and how times have changed in just conducting 

business. Annie’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & 

Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 239. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison 

Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting 

the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Lawson, Ora: Ora, a teacher, settled into a house in the Lewinsville Corridor with her husband, Harold,  



 

 

in 1951. She discussed the Shiloh Baptist Church, Neighbors for a Better Community, the 

Pleasant Grove Church and Odrick’s Corner School, where her brother Cecil Robinson was the 

principal and teacher. She spent some time talking about Blakley Weaver, an early African-

American developer in McLean. Ora’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 241. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Lebowitz, Adele: Adele and her husband, Mortimer, moved to the Langley area of McLean in 1947. She 

spoke about Langley, Morton’s, and the Washington Urban League. She said that she didn’t want 

her property turned into a housing development and, so, gave land for the creation of Clemyjontri 

Park. Adele’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great 

Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 247. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, 

Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the 

McLean Historical Society. 

 

Leigh, Hassell: Hassell was a life-long resident of Hilltop, a dairy farm near the Colvin Run area. He was 

one of the first teachers at the Colvin Run School. In his 1970 interview, Hassell addressed 

country doctors in Great Falls, Herndon, and Dranesville. His story can be found in cassette 

format and a one page abstract at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason 

University under Series 1, Northern Virginia Community (1955-1990), Box 7.  

 

Leigh, Lewis William, Jr.: Lewis, a real estate attorney, and his wife lived at Mount Gilead for 29 years.  

He was interested in historic preservation, a founder of the Sully Foundation, a member of the 

Historic Centreville Society, and a president of the Historical Society of Fairfax County. He was 

also interested in philately, focusing on postmarks from communities in Northern Virginia. The 

Lewis Leigh Collection, a small collection of postcards, a wooden medallion and a postal 

cancellation stamp, is kept at the Thomas Balch Library in Leesburg. His 1980 interview 

discussing the history of Oakton, the Oakton Elementary School, and the Civil War in the Blake 

Lane area is available in cassette format at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral 

History Project Collection, Series 1, Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 8. 

 

Leigh, Lewis William, Sr.: Lewis practiced law in Fairfax City and was a deputy commissioner of the  

revenue. He talked about the history of Oakton in his 1980 interview. His recollection is available 

in cassette format at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project 

Collection, Series 1, Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 8. 

 

Leigh, Mercer Vernon: Vernon, or M.V., as he was called, operated a dairy farm of about 100 acres 

which was located in the vicinity of Route 7 and Towlston Road. Subdivisions, Shouse Village 

and Towlston Meadows, were built on his farm. Vernon was a leader in agricultural activities in 

Fairfax County. Among many things, he served as chairman of the Fairfax County Production 

and Marketing Administration Committee and chairman of the Fairfax County Agricultural 

Conservation Association. Vernon’s 1979 interview can be found in cassette format at George 

Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Series1, Northern Virginia 

Community (1958-1990), Box 8.   

 

Leigh, Susan Green: Susan grew up in McLean, but her roots began in Great Falls. She addressed the 

history of Forestville (Great Falls) through an account of the Follin Family. She further talked 

about the Leigh family and life in McLean when she was a youngster. Susan’s memories can be 

found in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, on page 189. 



 

 

This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room.  

 

Lewis, Amos L.: In this 1982 interview Amos discussed community life in Vienna, Virginia, its  

development and land acquisition. It can be found at George Mason University Library’s Oral 

History Project Collection, Series 2: Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990) Box 8.  

   

Lewis, John G.: John had a private practice as a restoration consultant. He conducted surveys, measured 

items of historic nature, and documented over 600 structures in the counties of Fairfax, Loudoun, 

Clarke, Frederick, Prince William, and Facquier. He lived in and restored five historic houses in 

Loudoun County, four of which are listed on the Virginia and national historic registers. In 1977 

he was named “Man of the Year” in Loudoun County. John’s 1984 interview can be obtained in 

cassette format at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, 

Series 2, Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 8 and in a four page abstract and seven 

page handwritten abstract at Series 4, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Changes (1972-1989), Box 

15, Folder 24. 

 

Lilly, George: George served on the Fairfax County Planning Committee for 12 years. He began his  

interview with a description of the development of the McLean Community Center and the teen 

center. This was followed by a discussion of the beginning of the McLean Citizen’s Foundation, 

the proposed McLean by-pass, and the McLean Revitalization Committee. George’s 2006 

interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, 

beginning on page 249. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls 

Library, and the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Lion, Sally and Hal: Sally and Hal discussed daily life and family activities in the Braddock District 

beginning in 1962, when they purchased a home in Ravensworth Farm. Their 2005 oral interview 

can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room 

in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02. It is also 

available online at http://www.braddockheritage.org.  

 

Little, Grace Dove: graces 1983 interview can be found at George Mason University Library’s Oral  

 History Project Collection, Series 1: Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 8.  

 

Lockhart, Betty: Betty began working in 1971 for Dean Booth at George Mason University. Shortly 

thereafter she began working in the history department as a part-time classified employee. She 

remained at that position for 30 years, retiring in 2002. Betty’s 2005 interview can be found in 

CD format at the George Mason University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Loftis, Sandy: Sandy’s 1998 interview can be located at Reston Reflections Oral History Collection,  

Special Collections Research Center, George Mason University Libraries under Series 1: 

Transcripts (1994-2008), Box 42, Folder 3. 

 

Loth, Calder: Calder, author and Architectural Historian for the Virginia Department of Historic 

Resources, talked about architecture of historic sites in Fairfax County, emphasizing Huntley, 

Mount Air, and Mount Gilead in his 1969 interview. This can be found in cassette format and a 

one page abstract at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project 

Collection, Series 1, Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 8. 

 

Lovaas, John: John’s 2002 interview can be located at Reston Reflections Oral History Collection,  



 

 

Special Collections Research Center, George Mason University Libraries under Series 1: 

Transcripts (1994-2008), Box 42, Folder 9. 

 

Lucas, Elise: Elise’s 1982 interview can be found at the George Mason University Library’s Oral History 

  Project Collection, Series 1: Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 8. 

 

Lukens, Horace Churchman: Horace was the minister of the Vienna Presbyterian Church during the 

years 1940-1975. He spoke about community life in Vienna and the Presbyterian Church in his 

1982 interview. This can be found in cassette format and one two-page abstract at George Mason 

University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 2, Northern Virginia 

Changes (1962-1990), Box 8.  

 

Lundegard, Bob: A longtime resident of Great Falls, Bob and his wife Marjorie played a significant role  

in preserving and making people aware of the history of Great Falls. Bob was a founding member 

of Friends of Colvin Run Mill and rescued, digitized, and catalogued old slides and photographs 

in order to document the mill’s history. He was the recipient of the 2014 Mayo Stuntz Cultural 

Stewardship award honoring his outstanding contribution toward the education and preservation 

of history in Fairfax County. Bob’s oral history interview can be obtained by contacting the Great 

Falls Historical Society.  

 

Lusby, Edward and Jean: This combined discussion concerning the history of Oakton, Virginia, can be 

found at the George Mason University Library’s Project Collection, Series 1: Northern Virginia 

Community (1958-1990), Box 8.  

 

Lyons, Paul: Paul, a film editor, moved to Vienna with his wife, Bernadette, and their children in 1953.    

He became involved with Vienna’s government serving at the town’s  first public information 

officer. He then served nine years on the city council, and ran unsuccessfully for mayor in 1976. 

In 1984 he traveled the country following the Olympic Torch with a film crew. His interview can 

be obtained in video format at the Freeman Store and Museum or by contacting Historic Vienna 

Inc. 

 

Lytton, Randolph: Randolph’s 1999 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason 

  University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

MacIntyre, Pat: Pat’s various interviews (2000-2006) can be located at Reston Reflections Oral History 

Collection, Special Collections Research Center, George Mason University Libraries under Series 

1: Transcripts (1994-2008), Box 43, Folders 8,9,10,11, and 12. 

 

Mackall, Douglass Sorrell, III: Doug was born in what had been a tenant home on his grandfather’s 

farm in the Langley section of McLean. He described the St. John’s Episcopal Church and the 

Langley area as he knew it as a youth and, and pointed out that his father, grandfather, great-

grandfather, and great-great-grandfather were buried with their wives in the Lewinsville 

Cemetery. Doug’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & 

Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 259. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison 

Library, Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, and the McLean Historical Society. A 

recorded video with Doug and his brother Henry was produced by Historic Fairfax City, Inc. in 

2008. It is available at the Virginia Room or at the Fairfax Museum Gift Shop.   

 

Mackall, Henry: In 1838, Brook Mackall purchased 540 acres in Langley (today a part of McLean) for 

Henry’s great-great-grandfather, Benjamin Mackall; five generations of Mackall descendants 

have lived there. Henry describes the Langley community as he knew it and talks about the 



 

 

Franklin Sherman School, including the various teachers he had. He also mentions the Rhinehart 

race track, a football team called the Green Hornets, and the Langley Land Company. Henry’s 

2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, 

beginning on page 261. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax County 

Public Library’s Virginia Room, and the McLean Historical Society. A recorded video with 

Henry and his brother Doug was produced by Historic Fairfax City, Inc. in 2008. It is available at 

the Virginia Room or at the Fairfax Museum Gift Shop. 

 

Macomber, Walter: Walter was a highly-regarded twentieth century architect. He was involved with the 

restoration of Colonial Williamsburg and spent 30 years as the resident architect at Mount 

Vernon. Walter assisted with the renovation of the brick house at Green Springs Farm. He 

addressed this restoration in a 1968 interview 1968 which may be obtained in cassette format 

under the Ross Netherton Oral History Tape Collection MSS 06-38 at the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room. An additional 1968 oral history addressing the Dranesville Tavern is 

available in cassette format and a one page abstract at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project 

at George Mason University under Northern Virginia Community, 1955-1990, Series 1, Box 8.  

 

Maddox, May: In this 1968 interview, May discussed the Dranesville Tavern along with tavern services, 

costs, and facilities. It can be found at the George Mason University Library’s Oral History 

Project Collection, Series 1: Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 8 and 9 and at 

Series 7: Sound Reels (1966-1980), Box 23.  

  

Magness, William Howard: Bill was a Gulf Oil Corporation executive who presided over two of Gulf’s 

subsidiaries that managed and developed the planned community of Reston. From 1969 to 1971 

he was the chief executive officer of Gulf Reston Inc. and from 1971 through 1977 he was the 

president and chief executive officer of Gulf Real Estate Development Company. Bill discussed 

the development of Reston, the sewer moratorium, and the success of the community. A 1981 

interview can be found in cassette format at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection 

Series 2 Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 9, and a 1982 two page abstract and two 

page written abstract can be located under Series 4, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Changes 

(1971-1989), Box 15, Folder 27.  

   

Mahoney, Jean: Jean and her husband, Tom, moved to McLean in 1955. Jean described McLean at that  

time, but mainly focused on  Providence Terrace, McLean’s first subdivision. Jean’s memories 

can be found in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, on page 

205. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room or by contacting the McLean Historical Society.  

 

Mandes, Evans: The 2000 interview offered by Evans can be found in CD format at the George Mason 

  University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Mankin, Elma: Elma was born and raised in Herndon. Her father and grandfather owned and operated 

Moffett’s Blacksmith Shop in Herndon, which today is a part of Frying Pan Park. Elma’s 

remembrances include her life growing up in Herndon, the old Herndon High School, and then 

working at the school for 30 years. Elma’s interview can be obtained by contacting Chuck Mauro 

at HMSHistory.com. 

 

Mao, Agnes: The 2003 interview offered by Agnes can be found in CD format at the George Mason 

  University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Marshall, Harold: Harold grew up in Forestville (now Great Falls) on Leigh Mill Road near Georgetown 



 

 

Pike. His mother, Margaret Marshall was a teacher at both the Old Schoolhouse and the 

Forestville School. Amongst other things, Harold discusses farming life, the Grange, fishing, 

chain gangs, and Buck’s Store. Harolds’s remembrances can be found in Yesterday, Additional 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, on page 207. This book can be obtained at the 

Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the 

McLean Historical Society.  

 

Marshall, Howard: Howard’s oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the  

Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True 

Gold Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02. 

 

Martin, Sanford: The transcript of Sanford and his wife concerning the history of Burke, Virginia, 

can be found under the Rosanne S. Berkenstock Papers on Burke Center Study MSS 06-74 at the 

Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City. 

 

Martin, Shirley: Shirley was born in 1925, in her family’s home on Maple Avenue in Vienna.  

In her 2013 recollection Shirley discusses the Great Depression, working at Cherry Smash, the 

mood of the town during World War II, segregation, integration, and how the town has changed 

as it has brown. Shirley’s interview in video format can be found at Vienna’s Freeman Store and 

Museum or by contacting Historic Vienna Inc. 

 

Martin, William: Bill’s 2000 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Mason, John: John was elected mayor of the City of Fairfax in 1990. In his interview he talked about 

Fairfax City’s perception and interaction with George Mason University, its students, and faculty. 

John’s 2008 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University Oral History 

Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Mathy, Joseph: Joseph’s 2005 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Matthews, Frank E: Frank and his wife, Nina Mae Matthews, owned and operated the Hayloft Dinner  

Theatre in Manassas. In his 1984 interview, Frank discussed community life in Northern Virginia 

and managing the Hayloft Dinner Theatre. This interview can be in two cassettes at George 

Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project, Series 2, Northern Virginia Changes 

(1962-1990), Box 9. A four-page abstract and eight-page handwritten abstract can also be 

obtained in Series 4, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Changes (1972-1989), Box 15, Folder 28. 

 

Maurice, Tony: Tony is a descendant of John Jackson, an early settler of Northern Virginia. He moved 

into the historic Jackson House (c.1698) on Swinks Mill Road in McLean in 1981. He discussed 

the house, the family graveyard on the property, and James W. Jackson, the first civilian killed in 

the Civil War. Tony’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & 

Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 265. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison 

Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean 

Historical Society. 

 

McCord, Ted: Ted’s 2000 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 



 

 

McCulloch, Mary K.: Mary’s 1989 interview can be found in cassette format at George Mason 

University Library’s Oral History Project Collection, Series 2: Northern Virginia Changes, (1962-

1990), Box 9.  

 

McDermott, Michael: Michaels’s 2000 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason 

  University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

McDowall, Laura: Laura and her husband moved to Northern Virginia after World War II, where he 

practiced pediatrics in Fairfax County. She served on numerous boards: Health Systems Agency, 

Fairfax County Anti-Poverty Agency, State Health Council, Human Services Advisory Council, 

women’s Auxiliary of MEDCAP, and served 12 years (1982-1994) on the Fairfax County School 

Board. She was selected as the Federation of Citizen’s Association Citizen of the Year in 1995 

for her work in bringing about primary care clinics. In her 2005 oral interview, Laura addresses 

schools and the importance of education, changes to her neighborhood and the school system, 

Oak Hill and Wakefield among many topics. Her story can be obtained in written or DVD format 

at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True 

Gold Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02, or online at braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at 

Braddock District, Fairfax, Virginia.”  

 

McEachern, Philip: Philip’s 2002 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

McFeaters, Verna S.: Verna, the wife of a foreign service officer, talked about the duties of a foreign 

service wife, family life overseas, and the periodic return trips to Falls Church. She included a 

discussion of her work at the United States Patent Office during World War II. Her 1983 

interview can be viewed in cassette format at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral 

History Project Collection at Series 1, Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 9. I can 

also be found in a three page abstract at the same collection under Series 4, Transcripts: Northern 

Virginia Changes (1972-1989), Box 15, Folder 29. 

 

McGavin, Virginia Millard: Virginia was born in 1913. Her family operated the Millard’s Mill (now 

Colvin Run Mill). She described the mill, milling operations, and the surrounding area. Her oral 

transcribed oral interview can be obtained at the Great Falls Library or by contacting the Great 

Falls Library. 

 

McKay, Carole: Carole’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be 

obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

 

McLeod, Lorita Shields: Lorita grew up on ten acres along Westmoreland Street in McLean; five acres  

today are a part of McLean High School. She talked about the area where she lived, including the 

farms of Lew Magarity and J. Clemons Storm. She also spoke about the Lewinsville Presbyterian 

Church and her high school education; Franklin Sherman no longer offered high school classes. 

Lorita’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, 

Virginia, beginning on page 253.This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, the 

Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Mecca, Louise: Louise moved to McLean with her husband Charles in 1941 and settled into a house on 

Ingleside Avenue, a dirt road then. She describes a small rural McLean, blackouts during World 

War II, and finding Civil War relics in their yard. Louise’s 2005 interview can be found in 

Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 267. This 



 

 

book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Meese, Edwin: Ed was appointed the 75th Attorney General of the United States in 1985 by President 

Ronald Reagan. He later served on the boards of numerous institutions such as the Heritage 

Foundation, Discovery Institute, Junior State of America, Capital Research Center and the 

Council for National Policy. He fulfilled two terms as a member of the Board of Visitors of 

George Mason University (1996-2004), serving as its chairman from 1998-2004 and was a 

member of the Board of Directors at the Mercatus Center at George Mason University’s 

Arlington Campus. Ed’s 2006 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason 

University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Mehr, Stanley: Stanley and his brother, Seymour, purchased four acres of land in McLean at Balls Hill  

Road and Old Dominion Drive in 1951. They grew flowers and named the place Mehr Brothers 

Flowers. Stanley spoke about the area around the property mentioning the Alex Hunter farm and 

French Trammell’s dairy farm. He talked about the change to native vegetation in the area and 

said that gardening, nurseries and garden centers were fading out of existence. Stanley’s 2006 

interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, 

beginning on page 269. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax City 

Library, and the Virginia Room.  

 

Meiselman, Win: Win’s 2000 interview addressed Merrybrook, the house she owned, but formerly 

known as the Laura Radcliffe House. She relates the story of Laura Radcliffe, who spied for 

Confederates; General J.E.B. Stuart and Colonel John Singleton Mosby during the Civil War. 

Wynne relates that the house was purchased by Laura’s mother in 1869 and Laura lived there 

until she died in 1923. To obtain Wynn’s interview contact Chuck Mauro at HMSHistory.com.  

 

Merten, Alan: In two separate interviews (2006 and 2010), Alan, a president of George Mason  

University, discussed the diversity that gives George Mason a global connection and identified 

many things that brought the school to national attention. Among many topics, he talked about 

the Capital Campaign which raised $142,000,000 by the year 2002, Vernon Smith awarded a 

Nobel Prize, and George Mason’s 2006 basketball team which reached the NCAA final four. 

Kathy’s 2003 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University Oral History 

Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Merten, Sally: Sally, the wife of George Mason University’s president, Alan Merten, graduated from 

Avila University in 1964 with a BS in Nursing. While at Andrews Air Force Base as a United 

States Air Force nurse, she met her future husband, Alan, an Air Force officer at that time. She 

has served on the board of numerous arts and community organizations such as the public radio 

and television station WETA, the Women in Military Service for America Memorial, Fairfax 

County Public Library Foundation, Fall for the Book, Inc., Gunston Hall Plantation, and the 

Theater of the First Amendment and College of Health and Human Services at George Mason 

University. Sally’s 2012 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). An additional 2006 interview, along with Liz 

Larranaga, can be found in CD format at the same location 

 

Metcalf, James: The 2001 interview offered by James can be found in CD format at the George Mason 

  University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Middleton, Harry: Harry talks about dairy farming in Herndon dating from the late 1800s. He related  



 

 

Stories of cows, equipment, farming, and the railroad. To obtain Harry’s 1999 interview contact 

Chuck Mauro at HMSHistory.com. 

 

Mielczarek, Eugenie: This 1999 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Miles, Susie Boston: Susie’s family lived off Merchant Lane in McLean. She attended the colored school  

adjacent to the First Baptist Church Chesterbrook, but worshipped at Gunnell’s Chapel on 

Georgetown Pike. She described fishing, hunting, and picking peas, shoemaker bark, ferns, and 

the area dumps for money. She also said that her brother Wilson dove into the Potomac from the 

Chain Bridge for five dollars a dive. Susie’s remembrances can be found in Yesterday, Additional 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, on page 215. This book can be obtained at the 

Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, 

or by contacting the McLean Historical Society.  

 

Millan, John A.: In 1940 John was one of five sworn in as a police officer when the Fairfax County 

Police Department was created. He was assigned duty as a traffic sergeant on motorcycle patrol, 

but he left not long after to accept a position as a revenue enforcement agent with the United 

States Treasury Department’s Prohibition Bureau. John’s 1973 interview can be obtained in a two 

page summary or four pages of handwritten notes at George Mason University’s Northern 

Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 3, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Community 

(1961-1988), Box 15, Folder 30. 

 

Millard, Emma and Louise: In 1883, their grandfather, Addison Bidwell Millard, purchased 32 acres in 

the Colvin Run Community in that included a grist mill and began milling operations. The mill 

was called Millard’s Mill (today’s Colvin Run Mill). Both girls were born in a white frame house 

near the mill. Emma attended the Colvin Run School, Herndon High, and Strayer College where 

she learned secretarial skills and went on to work for the IRS. Louise was a teacher for many 

years at the Franklin Sherman School. Their 1972 interview addressed family life in Vienna and 

Herndon (ca 1920-1935), with an emphasis on the Colvin Run Mill. It can be found in cassette 

and transcribed format at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason University 

under Northern Virginia Community, 1955-1990, Series 1, Box 9 and under Transcripts: 

Northern Virginia Community, 1962-1988, Series 3, Box 15, Folder 31.  

 

Miller, Carolyn Cornwell: Carolyn’s roots stem from Forestville/Great Falls. At one time she lived in 

the Old Schoolhouse and related how she remembered its interior. She described Forestville as 

she remembered it by mentioning the Grange, Bucks’ Store, Salem Methodist Church, and the 

Cornwell sawmill on Georgetown Pike. She talked at length about Cornwell’s Greenhouse and 

the challenges of the greenhouse business. Carolyn’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 

100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 273. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax City Library, and the Virginia Room.  

 

Miller, Howard: Howard’s 1979 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Miller, Ruth: As a divorcee with three children, Ruth moved from Flint, Michigan into Fairfax County’s  

Ravensworth subdivision about 1961. She was a teacher and taught at Ravensworth and Braddock 

Elementary Schools. Ruth appreciated the wealth of history the greater Washington area had to 

offer and continually visited historical sites and signature events, such as the funerals of 

Presidents Dwight Eisenhower and John Kennedy. She talked about such things as traffic circles, 

schools, raising her children, and cardboard boat races on Lake Acotinck. Ruth’s 2005 oral 



 

 

interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02. 

 

Mizer, Bob:  Bob and his family moved to Burke in 1979 while he was in the Navy. Bob retired in 1986 

and the following year he became involved with the Burke Volunteer Fire Department. In his 

2005 interview, Bob relates the history of the Burke Fire Department. His oral interview can be 

obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room in 

Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02, or online at 

braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, Fairfax, Virginia.”  

 

Mohon, Marguerite Gantt: Marguerite is a descendant of the Gantt family who owned Rokeby Farm in 

Langley/McLean. She spoke of her father’s activities as a mail carrier and his gradual selling of 

the property during the 1960s. Included are snippets of the Franklin Sherman School, her 

schooling in the District, the McLean Carnival, riding horses all over the area, and memories of 

Great Falls Park. Marguerite’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of 

McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 281. This book can be obtained at the Dolley 

Madison Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the 

McLean Historical Society. 

 

Money, Elise Margaret: Elise’s father, Howard Alexander Money, was a funeral in Vienna for more 

than 50 years, who was born in the Oakland School in 1859. Elise highlights schools, country 

doctors, and transportation in her 1974 interview. This can be obtained in cassette format and a 

one page abstract at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Collection, 

Series 1, Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 9. 

 

Moore, Audrey (The Honorable): Audrey represented the Annandale District on the Board of  

Supervisors beginning in 1972. She served as its chairman 1987-1991. An oral interview can be 

obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room in 

Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02. A “Oral History 

Interview” of Audrey was done by Laura McDowell in 2005 and can be found online at 

braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, Fairfax, Virginia.”  

 
Moore, Claudia: Claudia’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be 

obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

 

Moore, Patricia: Patricia focused on the Burke Center in her 1986 interview. This can be found at the 

George Mason University Library’s Oral History Project Collection, Series 2: Northern Virginia 

Changes (1962-1990), Box 9.  

 

Moran, Ron: Ron’s 2001 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Moretz, Walter: Walters’s 2000 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Morowitz, Harold: Harold’s 2007 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Mueller, Judith Olton: For well over two decades, Judith headed the Northern Virginia Women’s Center 



 

 

in Vienna and in 2004 was honored as Fairfax County’s Citizen of the Year. She lived along the 

Potomac off Boyle Lane adjacent to Bulls Neck Run. She spoke about the 1947 Potomac 

drowning of three children, the annual Pet Show at Hickory Hill, and changes to the natural 

environment and the tranquility of the area. Judith’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 

100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 285. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Mullady, Bernard R.: Bernard lived in Springfield and was an active participant in the community. He 

was involved in the Federation of Citizens Association, president of Springfield’s Civitan Club, 

president of Springfield’s chapter of the National Association of Retired Federal Employees 

(NARFE), Chapter 893, and  postmaster of Springfield. Bernard’s 1983 interview can be found in 

cassette format at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, 

Series 2, Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 9 and in a five page abstract and four page 

handwritten abstract at the same collection under Series 4, Transcripts: Northern Virginia 

Changes (1972-1989), box 15, Folder 32.   

 

Mulvaney, Richard Dr.: Dr. Mulvaney was McLean’s first doctor, opening his practice in 1952. He  

received international fame in 1954 after administering the first polio shots in the nation to 

students at the Franklin Sherman School. He talked about the event, the decline of polio 

throughout the United States, and being part of a group of doctors that built the medical center at 

1515 Chain Bridge Road. Dr. Mulvaney’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 289. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Murphy, Hazel Miller: Hazel grew up on the 200 acre Springvale Farm located at Georgetown Pike and 

Springvale Road in Forestville (Great Falls). She talks about Forestville during her youth and 

Floris where she resided after marrying. Included in her memories are discussions of dairy 

farming, thrashing and bailing hay, A. S. Bowman and Sunset Hills, the beginning of Buck’s 

Store, Greenacres subdivision, and the naming of Frying Pan Road. Hazel’s remembrances can be 

found in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, on page 221. 

This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County 

Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the Great Falls Historical Society.  

 

Murphy, Richard: Richard’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be 

obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

  

Nachman, Arthur: Arthur’s 2000 interview relates the story of Nachman’s, a clothing and shoe store  

that opened in Herndon in 1919, with Jewish owners. Nachman’s remained in business until 

1994. Included is the story of the embezzlement that closed the National Bank of Herndon in 

1933. To find out more about Arthur’s interview, contact Chuck Mauro at HMSHistory.com. 

 

Nasser, Maureen: Maureen’s 2006 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Neal, Suzanne (Suzi) Fowler: Suzi’s family moved to Burke in the early 1900s. In 1925, her grandfather 

bought the Silas Burke House and everyone moved into it and renamed it Top O’ the Hill. Suzi 

talked about growing up living in the historic home, the physical and social history of Burke, and 

her involvement in the Burke Historical Society. Suzi’s 2005 oral interview can be found at 



 

 

braddockheritage.ore “A Look Back at Braddock District, Fairfax, Virginia” and in CD-ROM 

format at Fairfax County’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City. 

 

Neighborhall, Roger: Roger was 18 years old when the bombing of Pearl Harbor took place. He enrolled  

in the 69th Division of the 5th Rangers Battalion soon thereafter. In his 2014 interview, Roger 

describes the enrollment process, meeting General George Patton during the Battle of the Bulge, 

living on Country Club Road in Vienna, changes to the town of Vienna, his involvement with Our 

Lady of Good Council, and some history and changes to the Washington and Old Dominion 

Trail. Roger’s interview can be obtained by contacting the Freeman Store and Museum or 

Historic Vienna, Inc.  

 

Netherton, Nan:  Nan and her husband Ross moved to Fairfax County in 1951. She served as a director 

of historic research for the county and authored numerous books about Northern Virginia, 

including initiating and editing the comprehensive book Fairfax County, Virginia: A History. 

Nan’s 1984 oral history titled “Fairfax County History Program” can be located under the Ross 

Netherton Oral History Tape Collection MSS 13-03 in cassette format at the Fairfax County 

Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Netherton, Ross: Ross was a World II veteran, followed by 27 years in the Army Reserves, retired as a 

colonel in 1973. He was an advocate for land use planning, environmental concerns, historic 

preservation, and Northern Virginia history. He wrote several books relating to Falls Church, 

Arlington County, and Fairfax County. Along with his wife, Nan, he co-authored The 

Preservation of History in Fairfax County, Virginia. An oral history titled “The Netherton’s 

Work with Fairfax County” can be found under the Ross Netherton Oral History Tape Collection 

MSS 13-03 in cassette format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Nevitt, Benjamin: In his 1969 oral interview, Benjamin, a World War II veteran, discussed the Fairfax 

County public schools. His transcribed interview can be obtained at the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room under Collection 11-03. 

 

Nichols, Laura Laylin: Laura grew up, and still lives, at historic Hidden Springs Farm in Great Falls.  

She detailed the history of the property, beginning with John Ballendine in 1768. She also talked 

about the Great Falls Firemen’s Fair, Hidden Springs annual Christmas tree-cutting party, and 

turning the farm from an agricultural district into a forestral district. Laura’s 2006 interview can 

be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 

295. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the Great Falls Historical Society. 

 

Nordlie, Peter: Peter was raised in McLean. His family lived in a Sears & Roebuck house located where  

the Beltway meets Georgetown Pike. In 1997, he sailed his own boat across the Atlantic to 

Norway and back. Peter describes growing up in an environment during the 1930s where kids 

created their own unsupervised activities. He talks of the “Great McLean Cattle Drive” that took 

place one Halloween evening, horseback riding all over the area and the flood of 1936. Peter’s 

2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, 

beginning on page 299. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax City 

Library, and the Virginia Room. 

 

Olin, Hazel: Hazel’s Claudia’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can 

be obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

 



 

 

Oliver, Willard: Willard grew up in Forestville (Great Falls), an area where his family lived for several 

generations. In his 1982 interview, Willard discussed community life in Forestville and place 

name changes within Fairfax County. This can be found in two cassettes and a five page abstract 

at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project, Series 2, Northern Virginia 

Changes (1962-1990), Box 9. The five page abstract can also be obtained in Series 4, Transcripts: 

Northern Virginia Changes (1972-1989), Box 16, Folder 1. 

 

Olson, Ruth Taylor: In her 1980 interview Ruth talked about many aspects of Oakton’s history. It can be 

found in cassette format at George Mason University Library’s Oral History Project Collection, 

Series 1: Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 9.  

 

Ormsby, Sally: Sally began her volunteer service in Fairfax County after she retired from the CIA in  

1969. She was elected to the Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conversation District in 1999 and, 

so, addressed environmental stewardship. In her 2008 interview she also included such topics as   

the Mantua Citizens Association, development at Tysons Corner, development in the Merrifield 

area, rail to Tysons Corner and Dulles Airport, and the oil/gas leak in the Mantua neighborhood. 

Sally’s recollection can be found at http:www.fairfaxcounty.gov/providence/perspective. 

 

Osborn, Ilah: In her 1975 interview Ilah discussed community life in Falls Church. It can be obtained in 

cassette format at the George Mason University Library’s Oral History Project Collection, Series 

1: Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 9.  

 

Pacheco, Josephine: Josephine’s 2001 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason 

  University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Packard, Jean (The Honorable): Jean was actively involved in environmental matters and county 

politics for many years. She was president of the Lee Forest Civil Association, president of the 

Federation of Citizens Association, active in the League of Women Voters, and a member of the 

Board of Supervisors, serving as its chair 1972-1975. Her husband, Fred, was the first director of 

parks in Fairfax County and began developing the Fairfax County park system.  In her 2005 

interview Jean addressed such topics as trash pick up, sewer wars, development within the 

county, redistricting and renaming the magisterial districts, and her husband acquiring Burke 

Lake Park. Jean’s oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold 

Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02, or online at braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at 

Braddock District, Fairfax, Virginia.”  

 

Pappano, Vito: Vito, the owner of Enrico’s dry cleaning, said that Enrico’s was the second dry cleaning 

establishment to locate in McLean. The store opened in the Salona Village Shopping Center on  

Chain Bridge Road in 1958. He describes the development of the shopping center, the various 

businesses that occupied spaces over the years, the Mills Brothers Circus, the Safeway, the 

bowling alley, and Ronald McDonald. Vito’s 2008 remembrances can be found in Yesterday, 

Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, on page 229. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or 

by contacting the McLean Historical Society.  

 

Pearson, Sam R. Jr.: Sam was a lifelong resident of McLean. He was a founding member of the McLean 

Volunteer Fire Department, Station Number 1 in Fairfax County, which received its charter in 

1923. Sam’s 1978 transcribed oral interview can be found at the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room under VRARE B Pearson and the D’Anne Aultmann Evans Papers MSS 06-42. 



 

 

This same interview is transcribed in 43 pages and is available at the Northern Virginia Oral 

History Project at George Mason University under Transcripts: Northern Virginia Community , 

1962-1988, Series 3, Box 16, Folder 2.  

  

Peck, Margaret C.: Margaret, a lifelong resident of Herndon with a passion for history, was involved in 

the battle to save Sully. She served with the Fairfax County Park Authority as manager of Sully 

1976-1988 and was a board member of the Sully Foundation for 22 years. Additionally she was a 

member of the Fairfax County History Commission, the Historical Society of Fairfax County, and 

the Herndon Historical Society. She has authored several books on local history. Margaret’s 1979 

interview can be found in cassette format and a 35 page transcript in two separate boxes and at 

the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason University under Northern Virginia 

Community, 1958-1990, Series 1, Box 9 and Box 10. An additional 2010 interview can be found 

in CD format at the George Mason University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Pennino, Martha (The Honorable): Known as “Mother Fairfax,” Martha spent a life-long career in  

Northern Virginia politics. She was elected to three terms on the Vienna Town Council before 

spending 24 years on the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, beginning in 1967. She served as 

its vice-chairman for 17 years. Martha played a major role in the growth and development of the 

planned community of Reston. Martha’s 1982 three page abstract and four page handwritten 

abstract can be found at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason University 

under Transcripts: Northern Virginia Community, 1962-1988, Series 3, Box 16 and Folder 3.  

 

Peter, Mrs. Paul: Mrs. Peter’s transcribed oral interview can be found at the Fairfax County Public  

 Library’s Virginia Room under the D’Anne Aultmann Evans Papers MSS 06-42. 

 

Peters, Ruth: Ruth’s 1993 oral interview concerning Truro Parish can be found in cassette tape format at  

 Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room under Oral History Tape Collection MSS 13-01. 

 

Peters, Virginia: Virginia was an early member of the Fairfax County History Commission. Her 1984 

oral interview may be obtained in cassette format under the Ross Netherton Oral History Tape 

Collection MSS 13-03 at the Fairfax City Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Petersen, Mary: A recorded video with Mary was produced by Historic Fairfax City, Inc. in 214. It is 

  available at Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room or at the Fairfax Museum Gift Shop.   

 

Peterson, Milton V.: Milt graduated from Vermont’s Middleburg College and served as a Lieutenant 

with the United States Army Corps of Engineers at Fort Belvoir before venturing into the real 

estate business. He paired up with Til Hazel to form the Hazel/Peterson Companies, which 

developed such projects as the Burke Center, Franklin Farms, and Tysons/McLean. Later, the 

Peterson Companies developed National Harbor, located in Prince George’s County. Milt’s 1985 

interview can be found in a 21 page transcript at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia 

Oral History Project Collection Series 4, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Changes (1972-1989), 

Box 16, Folder 4 and in cassette format under the same collection at Series 2, Northern Virginia 

Changes (1962-1990), Box 10.  

 

Plum, Kenneth (The Honorable): Ken’s various interviews (1995-2004) can be located at Reston 

Reflections Oral History Collection, Special Collections Research Center, George Mason 

University Libraries under Series 1: Transcripts (1994-2008), Box 57, Folders 2,3,4,5, and 6. 

 

Plum, Jane: Jane’s two 2006 interviews can be located at Reston Reflections Oral History Collection,  



 

 

Special Collections Research Center, George Mason University Libraries under Series 1: 

Transcripts (1994-2008), Box 57, Folders 7 and 8. 

 

Pompei, Rick: Rick’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be 

obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

 

Poole, Irvin: Beginning at a young age, Irv was active with the McLean Volunteer Fire Department, but  

as an adult, most of his time was with the District of Columbia Fire Department. Along with his 

Betty, a magnificent outdoor Christmas display was erected for several decades in their Pimmit 

Hills front yard for that included a real live Santa Clause. Irvin speaks of mischievous activities 

during his youth, the McLean Carnival, the Ladies Auxiliary, and the fire that destroyed Preston 

Roger’s barn. Irvin’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & 

Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 309. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison 

Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Poole, Mary Laveta Dailey: Laveta was 102 years old when this interview was held in 2006. She grew 

up in Forestville (Great Falls), but moved to McLean after marrying Marvin Poole, the area’s 

huckster in the 1920s. Her father farmed on both sides of the Potomac and his horses would pull a 

wagon across the river. She talks about making butter, canning, milking cows, and sewing. 

Laveta’s interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, 

Virginia, beginning on page 307. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great 

Falls Library and the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Posner, Marjorie: Marjorie’s 1999 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Poston, Bertie: In Bertie’s 1980 recollection, she focused on life in Wiehle, 1900-1980, before changes 

that came with the development of the new town of Reston. This interview can be obtained at the 

George Mason University libraries Special Collection and Archive Division under the Northern 

Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Northern Virginia Community, 1959-1990, Series 1, 

Box 10 and in abstract format at the same location under Transcripts: Northern Virginia Changes, 

1972-1989, Box 16, Folder 5. A later 1987 oral interview can be found in cassette format at the 

Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room under Oral History Tape Collection MSS 13-01. 

A further recollection was given to the Connection Newspaper, April 22, 1987, titled “When 

Reston was Wiehle.” 

 

Potter, Robert Wartha: Robert was a lifelong resident of Franconia. The street he lived on was given 

the name Potter’s Lane. In his 1984 interview, Robert talked about the history of Franconia. This 

can be found in cassette format at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History 

Project Collection under Series 2, Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 10. A two page 

1984 abstract can be obtained at the same collection under Series 4, Transcripts: Northern 

Virginia Changes (1972-1989), box 16, Folder 6.   

 

Pratt, Helena: Helena’s transcribed Annandale oral history titled “I Remember” can be located at the 

  Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room under VRARE 9201. 

 

Price, Shirley: Shirley’s 1981 interview also included Jean Balderson. They address community life in 

Reston, Virginia, ca 1963-1981. There is an emphasis on the developers and Robert Simon’s 

master plan for Reston. Their three page abstract and a hand-written abstract can be obtained at 

the George Mason University Libraries Special Collection and Archive Division under the 



 

 

Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 1, Transcripts: Northern Virginia 

Community (1958-1990), Box 1 and Series 2, and Northern Virginia Changes, 1962-1990, Box 1. 

 

Prichard, Edgar Allen: Edgar, a World War II veteran, was a zoning lawyer and former mayor of  

Fairfax City. He represented many of the developers during the formation stages of the Reston 

community in their many legal, financial, and property transactions and helped secure the various 

zoning variances that allowed the development. His 1981 interview can be found in cassette 

format at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection Series 1, 

Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 10. A two page abstract and two page 

handwritten abstract can be obtained at the same collection under Series 4, Transcripts: Northern 

Virginia Changes (1972-1989), Box 16, Folder 7.   

 

Pulley, Anne: Anne was joined by her mother, Grace Watt, in her 1976 and 1977 interviews. They talked 

About family living along Wakefield Chapel Road, Wakefield Chapel, and schooling in Fairfax 

County. These two interviews can be found in cassette or transcribed format at the Fairfax County 

Public Library’s Virginia Room rare book section under VRARE B Watt and the D’Anne 

Aultmann Evans Papers MSS 06-42. They can also be located at the George Mason University 

libraries Special Collection and Archive Division under the Northern Virginia Oral History 

Project Collection, Northern Virginia Community, 1959-1990, Series 1, Box 10 and at the same 

library under Transcripts: Northern Virginia Community, 1962-1988. 

 

Pulley, Mary: Mary lived the first 17 years of her life at Oak Hill a 50 acre estate in Fairfax County. In 

her 2005 written memoir she talked her family, early childhood, and farm life at Oak Hill. Mary’s 

recollections can be located online at braddockheritage.org under A Look Back at the Braddock 

District, Fairfax County, Virginia. 

 

Radner, Victoria: Victoria’s 2001 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Raney, Ralph: Ralph’s transcript concerning history of Burke, Virginia, can be found under the Rosanne 

S. Berkenstock Papers on Burke Center Study MSS 06-74 and under the Ralph Raney Papers on 

Silas Burke MSS 06-73 at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City. 

 

Reid, Marion: Marion’s family lived in Georgetown, but spent the summers at their property which was 

located on Georgetown Pike where it crossed the tracks of the Great Falls & Old Dominion 

Railroad (today’s Old Dominion Drive). Elkin’s Station was diagonally across the pike. At first 

the Virginia property had a Vienna address, followed by Herndon, and then Great Falls. After 

marrying Michael “Mitchell” Reid during World War II, Marion resided in a house on Walker 

Road in Great Falls. She talked about the pavilion and merry-go-round at the Great Falls Park, 

cutting ice, the local Grange, and her mother delivering hot soup to the elementary school. 

Marion’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, 

Virginia, beginning on page 317. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, the 

Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. An additional 1986 

oral recollection by Marion can be found in the Virginia rare book section (VRARE B Reid) of 

Fairfax County’s Virginia Room or by contacting the Great Falls Historical Society. 

 

Reilly, Philip: Philip was a Lieutenant in the Marine Corps during the Vietnam War. He later served as 

president of the Fairfax County Chamber of Commerce, chairman of the Arts Council of Fairfax 

County, chairman of the Board of the Medmarc Insurance Group, and chairman of Finance of the 

National Catholic Educational Association. Philip’s 1991 oral interview may be obtained in 



 

 

cassette format under the Ross Netherton Oral History Tape Collection MSS 13-03 at the Fairfax 

City Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Remington, Owen: Ann’s transcript concerning history of Burke, Virginia, can be found under the 

Rosanne S. Berkenstock Papers on Burke Center Study MSS 06-74 at the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City. 

 

Revercomb, Elouise Faidley: Elouise, born in 1917, was raised in McLean. She discusses a very rural  

 community that includes the Franklin Sherman School, Storm’s Store, Doc Jones Drug Store, and  

 the Langley Methodist Church. She mentions that during World War II, five teachers were living 

with her parents in their home at the same time. The 2008 remembrances of Elouise can be found 

in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, on page 233. This 

book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax City Library, the Fairfax County 

Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society.  

 

Reynolds, Steve: Steve, an amateur historian, volunteered at Lake Accotink Park. He became interested  

in legends, ghost stories, and human interest stories. His 2005 interview addressed many of the 

stories/legends in Fairfax County beginning with Braddock’s Gold. He continued with other 

stories that included an Indian prophecy about George Washington, Woodlawn Plantation ghosts, 

the Mount Vernon Monster (1978 and 1979), the blood stained wall at Waltney, and the Bunny 

Man legend. Steve’s oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript 

Collection, MSS 13-02, or online at braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, 

Fairfax, Virginia.”  

  

Rhinehart, Annabelle Knauss: Annabelle, born in 1919, was raised in McLean. Her family lived on 

Ingleside Avenue where the McLean Community Center is today before moving into a Sears & 

Roebuck house on Marion Avenue in Walter Heights. She described McLean as she knew it as a 

youth and continued discussing such topics as the Rhinehart stables in Langley, Strawberry Vale, 

raising boxwoods for Mount Vernon, tearing down houses along the C & O Canal, the bowling 

alley, and the Fairfax Hunt Club. Annabelle’s interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 323. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or 

by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Richaeds, Ella: A recorded video with Ella was produced by Historic Fairfax City, Inc. in 2010. It is 

  available at Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room or at the Fairfax Museum Gift Shop.   

 

Richards, Stan: Stan grew up in Arlington. After marrying, he and his wife, Lilla, lived at Tysons Corner 

before moving to McLean. Stan begins his 2009 interview with a discussion of Lilla’s 

involvement in community activities and her election to the Board of Supervisors in 1989. He 

further addressed the McLean Rotary Club, the Hamel House in Lewinsville Park, the McLean 

Orchestra, Friends of the McLean Community Center, development of Tysons Corner, and the 

Richards Corporation. Stan’s remembrances can be found in Yesterday, Additional Recollections 

of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, on page 237. This book can be obtained at the Dolley 

Madison Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the 

McLean Historical Society. 

 

Richardson, Betty Mae: Betty Mae lived in Langley before her parents relocated into the West McLean 

subdivision. Amongst many topics, she describes her various teachers at the Franklin Sherman 

School, the Langley Methodist Church being an air plane spotter during World War II, and the 



 

 

McLean Settlers Reunion. Betty Mae’s 2008 remembrances can be found in Yesterday, 

Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 243. This book 

can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Ridder, Marie: Marie, a citizen activist, and her husband, Walter, moved to McLean in 1952. She 

addressed the lack of integration within the public schools, horseback riding along the Potomac, 

gardening, land preservation, and copperhead bites. Marie’s 2006 interview can be found in 

Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 331. This 

book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

  

Rieger, Chuck: Chuck shared detailed memories of McLean and the Franklin Sherman School. He 

described McLean by following Chain Bridge Road from the bridge through the village and the 

Franklin Sherman School by offering a lengthy description of each of his teachers, beginning 

with the first grade. His mother, Donie, was a local historian and member of the Fairfax County 

History Commission, who collected photographs of McLean which are available in the Virginia 

Room. Chuck’s 2008 remembrances can be found in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of 

McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 249. This book can be obtained at the Dolley 

Madison Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the 

McLean Historical Society.   

 

Rieger, Donie: Donie and her husband, Charles, moved to McLean in 1950, and quickly became an  

active volunteer in the community. She served on the Fairfax County Hospital Commission and 

was a member of the Fairfax County History Commission, where she was active in historical 

preservation. Donie’s 1984 oral interview may be obtained in cassette format under the Ross 

Netherton Oral History Tape Collection MSS 13-03 at the Fairfax City Public Library’s Virginia  

Room. 

 

Ring, Emily Schmitz: Emily was born at the Virginia’s Great Falls Inn, a dinning establishment her 

grandparents built around 1903. In her 1986 recollection, Emily described the Inn, Great Falls 

Park, including the lookout tower that overlooked the falls, the dance pavilion, merry-g-round, 

and 1936 flood. She further elaborated on activities at the Grange and going down to McLean for 

school. Emily’s transcribed oral history can be obtained at the Great Falls Library or by 

contacting the Great Falls Historical Society. 

 

Rissee, Ed: In his 1985 interview Ed talked about the building of Burke Center and the Burke Center 

Partnership. It can be obtained at the George Mason University Library’s Oral History Project 

Collection, Series 2: Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 10 and at Series 4: Transcripts 

Northern Virginia Changes (1972-1989), Box 16, folder 11.  

 

Rita, Virginia McGavin: Virginia discussed the history a village once known as Colvin Run and the 

grist mill there by focusing on several members of her family; the Millards and the Dyers. 

Amongst the many things she addressed were the Colvin Run School, the Franklin Sherman 

School, Brown’s Chapel Methodist Church, rural free mail delivery, and the realignment and 

widening later of Leesburg Pike. Virginia’s 2009 remembrances can be found in Yesterday, 

Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 259. This book 

can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Robertson, Ruby Lee: Ruby and her husband, Hugh, were both raised in Arlington. After marrying, they  



 

 

Moved to McLean in 1953. Ruby talks about early McLean, describing it long before she lived 

there. She spoke of the El Nido community, stamp collecting, the McLean Volunteer Fire 

Department, the Ladies Auxiliary and the Homemakers Extension Service. Ruby’s 2007 

interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, 

beginning on page 335. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Robeson, Palmer: Palmer’s parents, Stuart and Mary Leigh Robeson, purchased McLean’s Merryhill in  

1948. Palmer felt that he grew up in a simpler and less complicated time. He described the Leigh 

dairy farm on Leesburg Pike, the adjacent schoolhouse, John Maragon, Salona, and the early 

stages of Dolley Madison Boulevard. Palmers’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 339. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or 

by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Robinson, Bladen Oswald: Oswald, a black educator, spent over 40 years in the Fairfax County Public 

Schools, first as a teacher and in 1948 he took on the position of principal at the Vienna Colored 

School (today’s Louise Archer Elementary). When the schools were integrated in the county, 

Oswald was a primary force in making it work. His 1970 interview discussing his role as an 

educator in Fairfax County can be found in cassette format and a two page abstract at the 

Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason University under Northern Virginia 

Community, 1958-1990, Series 1, Box 10. An additional 1986 interview can be located at 

http://web.edu/projects/ohpsp/r/155robinson.html. 

 

Robinson, Laures and Lillian: Laures and Lillian grew up in the black community in Centreville. In  

their 1983 interview they talked about life in their community, ca.1895-1982. Lillian specifically 

addressed attending school in New Jersey, working for a family in the District, taking in foster 

children, and mid-wifing after marriage. Their interview can be found in cassette format and a 

five page abstract at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project 

Collection, Series 2, Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 10. The five page abstract and 

a nine page handwritten abstract can also be obtained at Series 4, Transcripts: Northern Virginia 

Changes (1972-1989), Box 16, Folder 12. 

 

Robinson, Maud: Maud and her husband, Charlie, moved to Vienna about 1950. They became active in 

community activities such as zoning battles which led to Charlie being elected mayor in 1976. In 

her 2013 interview, Maud believes that three things drove Vienna’s growth: the building of the 

first storefront library, the creation of the Vienna Community Center, and an increasing 

responsiveness to the town’s government by engaged citizens. Maud’s recollections can be 

viewed in video format at Vienna’s Freeman Store and Museum or by contacting Historic Vienna 

Inc. 

 

Rolland, James: James, a longtime resident of Fairfax County, grew up on a two acre farm at Sideburn 

Crossing. In his interview James included such topics as delivering newspapers, riding horses, 

hunting, target shooting, hobos, raising hogs, barns, turning a stone quarry into a lake, and 

solving the deer problem by purchasing a mule. His 2005 oral interview about James can be 

obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room in 

Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02, or online at 
braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, Fairfax, Virginia.”  

 

Rose, Ralph: Ralph’s interview can be found in cassette format at George Mason University Library’s  

  Oral History Project Collection, Series 2: Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 10. 

http://web.edu/projects/ohpsp/r/155robinson.html


 

 

Roseborough, Florence: Florence was born in Texas, attended Southern Methodist University, and was  

employed by the Magnolia Petroleum company when she met her husband, William, a Naval 

engineer. They became active in the community life of Vienna. Florence was president of the Ayr 

Hill garden Club and active in planning and zoning issues for the town. She recounts the 

numerous changes Vienna has undergone over the years. Florence’s 2013 interview can be found 

in video format at the Freeman Store and Museum or by contacting Historic Vienna Inc. 

 

Rosenblum, Karen: Karen’s 2011 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Rosenzweig, Roy: Roy, a historian at George Mason University, founded the Center for History and New  

Media. His 1984 oral interview has not been transcribed, but may be obtained in cassette format 

under the Ross Netherton Oral History Tape Collection MSS 13-03 at the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Ross, David: David’s oral interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection Series 2: Northern Virginia Changes (1978 – 2013), Box 10. 

 

Rothenberg, Herbert: Herb, who lived in Great Falls, worked for the CIA for about 25 years with the  

Office of Scientific Intelligence and the Senior Review Panel. The great social event of each year 

was wine making at the Harrison Wehners. He spoke of the Great Falls Players, the Grange Hall, 

the Chamber Music Society, McLean’s Alden Theatre, and the McLean Community Players. 

Herb’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, 

Virginia, beginning on page 345. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, the 

Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room or by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Rounsevell, Glenn: In his 1989 interview Glenn discussed moving the Flint Hill School. This can be 

obtained at the George Mason University Library’s Oral History Project Collection, Series 1: 

Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 10.  

 

Runyon, Gloria: Gloria, a teacher, grew up in Vienna where great grandfather, a Cherokee Indian, built 

the house in which she continued to reside as of this interview. As the  former president of the 

Malcom-Windover Heights Civic Association, she helped develop the Sarah Walker Mercer Park. 

She retired after a 40 year tenure at the George-town Day School. In her 2014 interview, Gloria 

discussed life in Vienna while growing  up and her work at the school. An edited video of 

Gloria’s interview can be obtained at www.hvioralhistory.blogspot.com, Historic Vienna, Inc. A 

complete interview may be obtained at Vienna’s Freeman Store and Museum.    

 

Ryan, Robert: Bob was president and chief operating officer of Gulf Reston, Inc., a subsidiary of Gulf  

Oil Corporation, when it came into being. His 1981 interview can be found in cassette format at 

George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection under Series 2, 

Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 10. 

 

Sampson, Nancy: Nancy and her husband Richard moved into a house off an unpaved Balls Hill Road in  

1958. Besides describing McLean and the Lewinsville Corridor at that time, she addresses the 

Shiloh Baptist Church, Pleasant Grove Church, and her extensive collection of dolls that 

represent black history. Nancy’s 2008 remembrances can be found in Yesterday, Additional 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 271. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society.  

 

http://www.hvioralhistory.blogspot.com/


 

 

Sanders, Milburn: Milburn was the first president of the Great Falls Historical Society and member of 

the Fairfax History Commission. He was born, raised, and died in Great Falls (formerly 

Forestville). In 1990 Milburn, along with Tucker Willis, offered a very complete description of 

the history of the area through “The Historian’s Walk at the Photo Exhibit at the Great Falls Art 

Center.” This transcribed oral history can be found at the Great Falls Library or by contacting the 

Great Falls Historical Society. Several years later, Milburn presented another detailed description 

of the area as he knew it as a youth in the book Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great 

Falls, Virginia. Amongst many things, he spoke of swimming holes, Rural Free Delivery, 

churches, medical services, his schooling, and convict camps. Milburn wrote poetry. Included in 

the book is one of his poems and a story about Homer McCutchan and his broom machine. This 

2006 transcribed oral history can be found beginning on page 351 and can be obtained at the 

Dolley Madison Library, the Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Sanders, Nelta: Nelta grew up on a farm in North Dakota where her parents were homesteaders. She 

came to Washington during the Depression and worked for a family as a domestic. After 

marrying Bruce Sanders, she moved to McLean. She talks about changes she saw as McLean 

grew and the McLean Baptist Church, its wood stove, and chamber pots. Nelta’s 2006 interview 

can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on 

page 359. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society.   

 

Sanford, James: James’ 2000 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Sargent, Carole: Carole’s 2010 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Saunders, Glenn: Glenn’s 1981 interview can be found in cassette format at the George Mason 

University Library’s Oral History Project Collection, Series 1: Northern Virginia Community 

(1958-1990), Box 10.  

 

Schelbecker, John: John, a noted scholar concerning agricultural history and living historical farms, 

addressed Green Springs Farm in his 1969 interview. This oral interview has been transcribed and 

may be obtained under the Ross Netherton Oral History Tape Collection MSS 13-03 at the 

Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Schelling, Rosemarie: Rosemarie and her husband, Frank, lived in the Springbrook Forest area of  

Annandale. He was military, stationed at the Pentagon, and carpooled to work. Their 

neighborhood was new filled with young military families. She talked about various holidays, 

Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, schools, the Willow Brook Garden Club, birding, and changes to the  

neighborhood after the children grew older. Rosemarie’s 2005 oral interview can be obtained in 

written or DVD format at The Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City 

under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02, or online at 
braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, Fairfax, Virginia.”  

 

Scherrens, Maurice: Maurice’s 2012 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason  

  University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Scherzer, John Dr.,: Dr. Scherzer founded and directed the Fellowship House in Reston in order to  



 

 

provide adequate retirement facilities for lower and middle income people over 62 years of age 

who depended upon a fixed income for their retirement. He also founded the Lake Anne 

Fellowship Foundation. In his interview Dr. Scherzer talked about the acquisition of land, the 

completion of the units during Reston’s growth, funding, and the need to house the elderly in 

Fairfax County. His 1982 interview can be found in a two page abstract or a two page 

handwritten abstract at George Masons University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project 

Collection under Series 3, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Community, 1962-1988, Box 16, Folder 

14.   

 

Schmitz, Carl: Carl, formerly the owner of the filling station at Spring Hill Road and Route 7, was born 

at the Great Falls Inn where his family owned and operated the establishment. He spoke about the 

park, getting ice or the restaurant, and the floods of 1936, 1937, and 1942. He also addressed his 

towing business, the gas shortage of the 1970s, and the annual Christmas party at the station. A 

menu from the inn is included. Carl’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 361. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, the Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room, and the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Schrager, Philip: Philip’s 1979 interview concerning Alexandria, Virginia, can be obtained in cassette 

format at the George Mason University Library’s Oral History Project Collection, Series 1: 

Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 10.  

  

Sebastianelli, Armand: Armand’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School”  

can be obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

 

Seeley, Jack: Jack grew up at Maplewood, once a magnificent dairy farm located on Chain 

Bridge Road between McLean and Tysons Corner. He described the house and the 

triangle later formed when three major highways formed to “box in” the farm. He further 

spoke about McLean’s bowling alley, the burning of the large barn, and the Southdown 

development in Great Falls. Jack’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 367. This book can 

be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Fairfax City Library, and the Virginia Room. 

 
Seeley, Martha Ulfelder: Martha’s father, a physician, acquired the Maplewood dairy farm of  

several hundred acres in 1925. This was the largest piece of property in the Tysons area. In the 

early 1960s the building of the Capitol Beltway, the Dulles Airport Road with its access highway, 

and the widening of Chain Bridge Road took away much of Maplewood’s land. The Westgate 

Research Center, a large office complex, developed on the property. The ca.1870 historic 

landmark house was torn down in 1972. Martha’s 1983 interview can be found in cassette format 

at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection Series 2, 

Northern Virginia Changes, 1962-1990, Box 10. Two handwritten abstracts can be obtained 

under the same project in Series 4, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Changes, 1972-1989, Box 16, 

Folder 15. In the first four-page abstract Martha discussed growing up at the Maplewood farm 

during the years 1927-1933, and in the second she spoke about the beginnings of the Westgate 

Corporation, 1949-1959. 

 

Seeman, Jane: Jane was born in Kansas and moved to Vienna in the late 1960s. In her 2013 

recollections she described what Vienna was like in the 1970s, how she became involved 

in the town’s government, experiences after being elected mayor in 2000, Vienna’s 



 

 

growth, the building of Route 66 and the Metro, the development of Tysons Corner, and 

the changes in local businesses and homes. Jane’s 2013 completely transcribed video 

interview can be found at the Freeman Store and Museum in Vienna or by video at 

www.hvioralhistory.blogspot.com.    
 

Seip, Mary Elizabeth: Mary Elizabeth said that when she moved to McLean in 1950 there was 

only one stop sign; Chain Bridge Road and Old Dominion Drive. She detailed McLean at that 

time. She addressed the Rector Greenhouse, Rector’s Florist, West McLean, Franklin Sherman 

School, and the Sharon Masonic Lodge. Mary Elizabeth’s 2006 interview can be found in 

Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 371. This 

book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax County 

Public Library’s Virginia Room.  

 

Shaffer, Jay: Jay’s 1999 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason  University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

  

Shaner, Dan: In 1958, Dan’s family moved from McLean to the historic property in Dranesville 

known as Holly Knoll. He devoted much of his interview to discussing the history of the house, 

including activities during the Civil War. He also talked about an African American settlement on 

Seneca Road, moving the Dranesville Tavern, and Holly Knoll’s precarious situation at the time 

of the interview due to development. Dan’s 2009 remembrances can be found in Yesterday, 

Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 275. This book 

can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society.  

 
Shannon, Evelyn: Evelyn lived at the Prospect Hill stop of the Great Falls & Old Dominion Railroad. 

She describes the railroad and the Prospect Hill property. She included information about log 

cabin house brought into the area, the demise of the railroad, Carper’s one-room school, and a fire 

in the woods opposite her house.  Evelyn’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 375. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society.  

 

Shaw, Harold M. (Ranger Hal): Harold was known throughout the greater Washington area as  

Ranger Hal. He portrayed a friendly forest ranger in his own hour long children’s television show 

which ran for 13 years. Harold lived in Herndon, was a member of the Dranesville United 

Methodist Church, and was a World War II veteran. His oral history can be obtained by 

contacting the Great Falls Historical Society.  

 

Shea, Dennis: Dennis, the administrator of Herndon Moose Lodge #2274 spoke about the lodge, which 

  started  in 1972. He said that there were approximately 407 members at the time of his 2001 

interview and that a person could only join through sponsorship by a current member. This 

interview can be obtained by contacting Chuck Mauro at HMSHistory.com.  

 

Sheads, Delbert (Bill) and Doris: Bill and Doris were married in 1943 while he had a ten day pass  

before being sent overseas to Europe to fight in World War II. Doris worked at Ft. Belvoir as a 

typist and secretary throughout the War. In their 1994 oral interview, they discussed Fairfax 

County during the War. This may be obtained in cassette format under the Ross Netherton Oral 

History Tape Collection MSS 13-03 at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

http://www.hvioralhistory.blogspot.com/


 

 

Sheads, Delbert (Bill) and Elsie Sheads Sisson: This is a two part brother and sister interview  

that took place in 2005. In part 1 Bill and Elsie talk about such things as saw milling, timbering, 

moving a school house, and fighting fires. Part 2 includes the burning of Ossiam Hall, walking to 

the three room White Oak public school, a spelling bee, building of roads, the Good Shepheard 

Church, sewing. Their oral interview can be found in its entirety at braddockheritage.ore “A Look 

Back at Braddock District, Fairfax, Virginia” and in CD-ROM format at the Fairfax County 

Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Shepherd, Clyde H.: In his interview of September 30, 1984, Clyde discussed community life in 

Arlington’s Glencarlyn neighborhood with an emphasis on landmarks, civic affairs, and 

celebrations. A six page abstract can be found at the George Mason University’s Northern 

Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 3, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Changes (1962-

1988), Box 16, Folder 18. Clyde was also included in a 1984 interview with Florence Backus. 

Two sound cassettes can be found at the George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral 

History Project Collection, Series 2, Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 1. 

 

Sherman, Caroline Baldwin: Caroline, the daughter of Franklin Sherman, grew up at the historic Ash 

Grove Farm in Vienna and attended the Freedom Hill School. Her memories of attending and  

walking to the school (ca.1888-1895) are included in a 1970 one page abstract that can be found 

at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 1, 

Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 11. 

 

Sherwood, John: A recorded video with John was produced by Historic Fairfax City, Inc. in 2008. It is 

  available at Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room or at the Fairfax Museum Gift Shop.   

 

Sherwood, Stacy: Stacy’s 1999 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Shiffman, Paul: Paul coached Little League baseball in McLean for over 50 years. In 2017 Field Number  

2 was named in his honor. In his interview Paul offers a history of McLean’s league through his 

involvement with various coaches and players. Paul’s 2016 interview can be obtained by 

contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

  

Shonerd, Dave: Dave’s father was in the navy and, so, the family moved about a lot to wherever 

he was assigned. His father retired in 1934 and moved to McLean. Dave, who graduated from the 

Naval Academy in 1942, described his life in McLean addressing the naming of Waverly Way, 

Boy Scouts, and maintaining a tennis court. Dave’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 

100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 379. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society.   

 
Shouse, Catherine Filene: Catherine graduated from Wheaton College in 1918 and became active in  

Democratic politics. She was a strong supporter of the arts and served as chair of the President’s 

Music Committee Person-to-Person program from 1957 to 1963. In 1966 she donated part of her 

Wolf Trap Farm estate to the National Park Service, which turned it into the Wolf Trap National 

Park for the Performing Arts. Catherine’s story can be found in four cassettes at the Northern 

Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason University under Northern Virginia Community, 

1958-1990, Series 1, Box 11. The cassettes date as follows: March 11, 1977; April 15, 1977; May 

18, 1978; and August 12, 1978. 

 

Shreve, Edgar: Edgar was born in 1888 in Dunn Loring, Virginia, where he lived throughout his life. He 



 

 

worked at the Department of State and worshiped at the Idylwood Presbyterian Church. In his 

1978 interview, Edgar addressed life in Dunn-Loring, transportation, the Great Depression and 

the Potomac flood of 1936. Edgar’s recollection can be found in cassette format and a two page 

abstract at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason University under 

Northern Virginia Community, 1958-1990, Series 1, Box 11.  

 

Shreve, Eugene: Eugene’s oral history can be obtained in a three page abstract or a six page hand written 

abstract at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason University under Series 4: 

Transcripts Northern Virginia Changes (1972-1989), Box 16, Folder 19.   

  

Shutler, Margaret: Margaret and her husband, who was in the Marine Corps, bought their house on 

Braeburn Drive in 1964. She mainly spoke of family thigs, her experiences as the wife of a 

Marine, the increase in schools as the county developed, and how the world has changed. 

Margaret’s oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02 or 

online at braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, Fairfax, Virginia.”  

  

Silliman, Betty: In 1970 Betty’s husband retired from the Air Force and the couple left Falls Church and 

moved to Fairfax County to settle in the Lake Braddock development which was still under 

construction. Amongst many topics, Betty talked about the Burke Post Office, traffic, and 

shopping. Her 2005 oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript Collection, 

MSS 13-02, or online at braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, Fairfax, 

Virginia.”  
 

Simon, Robert E., Jr.: Bob, a Harvard graduate, was a real estate entrepreneur who founded the planned 

community of Reston. His “new town” concept emphasized quality of life by providing a 

community where people could work and play without driving a long distance. The town’s name 

was derived from his initials RES and a play on the word town; hence, Reston. Bob’s 1981 

discussion concerning Reston can be obtained in an 18 page transcript or a 40 page handwritten 

transcript at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Collection, Series 4, 

Transcripts, Northern Virginia Changed (1972-1989), Box 16, Folder 20. Two additional 

interviews (2007 and 2008) can be found in CD format at the George Mason University Oral 

History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Sinclair, Virginia Young (Ginny): Ginny married Alexander Malcolm Sinclair (retired as a rear admiral)  

while he was still at the Naval Academy and they moved about the world a good deal before 

settling in Great Falls, Virginia. She taught English at Herndon Intermediate School and attended 

the St. Francis Episcopalian Church on Georgetown Pike. After retiring from teaching she opened 

Grandmothers Back Room, a children’s clothing store in Great Falls, and worked there until she 

was 85 years of age. Ginny’s oral history can be obtained by contacting the Great Falls Historical 

Society. 

 

Skinn, Tony: Tony’s 2006 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason  University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Smith, Darryl Conrad, Captain: Captain Smith, born in 1950, was the first black police officer in  

Herndon. He spoke of his schooling when growing up, desegregation, how he became Herndon’s 

first black officer in 1973, and stories as an officer. Captain Smith’s 2001 interview can be 

obtained by contacting Chuck Mauro at HMSHistory.com. 

 



 

 

Smith, Roland W., Pastor: As pastor of the Salem Baptist Church, built in 1903 on the Georgetown Pike 

near Dranesville, Pastor Smith was active in saving the small clapboard church from demolition. 

His oral interview can be obtained by contacting the Great Falls Historical Society. 

 
Smoot, Henry: Henry lived adjacent to the Salona farm, then owned by his uncle Calder Gilliam 

Smoot. He spoke about paving Chain Bridge Road using convicts, inside heating, the Franklin 

Sherman School, the McLean Carnival, and widening Chain Bridge Road. He addressed the 

division of the Salona farm amongst Smoot heirs, subdividing the property, and building a small 

strip commercial shopping center. Henry’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 383. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room.   

 
Soderholm, Donna: Donna and her husband Bill moved into Annandale’s Flag Run Estates with their 

five children in 1963. Bill worked for the Navy Department and commuted to the Navy Building 

in the District. Donna pointed out that the neighborhood was one big community of stay at home 

mothers who did lots of things together. Their children played outside and were often at Lake 

Accotink. Over the years the neighborhood changed to comprise residents of foreign countries. 

She talked about the spread of the suburbs, and building the Ravensworth and Kings Park 

Shopping Centers. Donna’s 2005 oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the 

Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold 

Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02, or online at braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock 

District, Fairfax, Virginia.”  

 

Spaulding, Catherine Kieber: Catherine, or Kitty as she was known, lived in Vienna with her husband,  

Hurbert. In her 1980 interview she discussed Oakton history, the electric railroad, and the 

Hawxhurst family. This can be obtained in cassette format at George Mason University’s 

Northern Virginia Oral Project Collection, Series 1, Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), 

Box 11.  

 
Speer, Bernard A.: The Speer family moved to Flint Hill (now Oakton) prior to the Civil War and  

began farming operations. Bernard, a World War II veteran, grew up on the family farm. He 

attended Oakton High School where he was a star basketball player. Bernard’s 1980 recollection 

about Oakton and the surrounding area can be found in cassette format at the Northern Virginia 

Oral History Project at George Mason University under Northern Virginia Community, 1958-

1990, Series 1, Box 11.  

 
Sprouse, Edith Moore: Edith was a well-regarded Northern Virginia historian, author, preservationist,  

and a chairman of the Fairfax County History Commission. Edith’s 1987 oral interview may be 

obtained in cassette format under the Ross Netherton Oral History Tape Collection MSS 13-03 at 

the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

   
Stalcup, William: William grew up in the Chesterbrook area of McLean, where his mother, Inez  

Stalcup, owned a general store. He talked about working in the store, hauling supplies, and taking 

produce to the District markets. William also discussed building Kirby Road, local baseball, 

bowling, opening a general store on Old Dominion Drive near Kirby Road, and operating a 

produce stand in front of his house. William’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 387. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room. 



 

 

 

Staples, Frances Rogers: Frances, a life-long resident of Franconia, grew up during the era of the Great  

Depression. Life were hard. She talked about the difficulties her family faced during that time. In 

her remembrance Frances spoke of Ward’s Corner, the Beulah Baptist Church, Mr. Plaugher’s 

Garage, the Franconia School, and along with her husband, Ernie Staples, building their home a 

few boards at a time. The recollection of Francis titled “A Native Franconian”can be found in 

Franconia Remembers, October 2003, Volume I, Page 21. This same story can also be obtained 

at www.fairy-lamp.com/franconia/newsletter_spring_2003.pdf. 

 

Steinbauer, Francis: Francis, president of the Reston Land Corporation at one time, was a leading figure 

in the development of the new town of Reston during its early years. Later, as president of 

Wakefield Development Company, he was a key participant in the development of Westfields, an 

1100 acre corporate Business Park south of Dulles International Airport. His 1982 interview 

discussing the Reston Land Corporation can be found in cassette format at George Mason 

University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 2, Northern Virginia 

Changes (1962-1990), Box 11. A 49 page transcription can be obtained at the same collection 

under Series 4, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Changes (1972-1989), Box 16, Folder 21. 

 

Strait, Belinda and Michael: The Straits, owners of Green Spring Farm, donated the property to Fairfax 

County in 1970. Their 1968 oral interview has been transcribed and may be obtained under the 

Ross Netherton Oral History Tape Collection MSS 13-03 at the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room. 

 

Stokes, Judy: Judy’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be 

obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

 

Stokes, Marilyn: Marilyn’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be 

obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

 

Stokes, Yasmina: Yasmina’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be 

obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

 

Stone, Gaye: Gaye’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be 

obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

 

Story, Patrick: Patrick’s 2002 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason  University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Strauss, Janie: Janie was first elected to the Fairfax County School Board in 1995 and served over 25 

years. In her interview she discussed how she became involved in the field of education, her 

many activities in the McLean community, diversity in education, and the importance of listening 

to the younger parents. She also talked about her husband, Bill’s, books and his co-founding a 

political satire and parody show called the Capital Steps. Janie’s 2017 interview can be found by 

contacting the McLean Historical Society.   

  

Stuntz, Mayo: Prominent author, historian, World War II veteran and Fitzhugh descendant, Mayo Stuntz,  

http://www.fairy-lamp.com/franconia/newsletter_spring_2003.pdf


 

 

was born inVienna, Virginia, in 1915. He began his 2008 interview, found in Yesterday, 

Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, with a discussion of early 

preservation efforts within Fairfax County and the origins of the Fairfax County History 

Commission. Amongst many subjects, he talks about Vienna, his home Merry-Go-Round, the 

Franklin Sherman School, Maplewood, and growth at Tysons Corner. This book can be obtained 

at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, Vienna Library, and the Fairfax County 

Public Library’s Virginia Room. An additional 1984 interview with Ross Netherton is available 

in cassette format, and another interview in DVD format is included in the Braddock’s True Gold 

Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02, at the Virginia Room. A 2005 interview can be obtained 

online at or online at braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, Fairfax, 

Virginia.” A further 1980 interview discussing Oakton and Stuntz family history can be found in 

cassette format at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection 

at George Mason University under Series 1, Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990) Box 11.  

 

Stutz, Pam: Pam addressed the Burke Center in her 1985 interview. This can be found in cassette format  

at the George Mason University Library’s Oral History Project Collection, Series 2: Northern 

Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 11.  

  

Sullivan, Vivian: In 1953, Vivian and her husband, Bill, moved into Woodside Estates, once part of a 

large dairy farm owned by Granville Berry. She focused mainly on the man-made Woodside 

Lake and the amenities it provided for the Woodside Lake Association: fishing, ice skating, beach 

parties, and swimming. Vivian’s 2004 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of 

McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 391. This book can be obtained at the Dolley 

Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by 

contacting the McLean Historical Society.   

 

Swink, Cecil Catesby: C. C., as he was known, was a long-time resident of McLean. He was a member 

of McLean’s Sharon Lodge No 327 for over 60 years. His 1972 interview can be found in cassette 

format at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection at George Mason University 

under Series 1, Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Box 11.  

 
Symmes, Jean Sinclair: In 1968. Jean and her husband, David, moved into Eight Oaks, an 

historic home located in McLean’s Chesterbrook area. She talked about the house, c.1858, and 

briefly described the area. She also mentioned recycling at Cooper Intermediate School and the 

Northern Virginia Conversation Trust. Jean’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 393. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or 

by contacting the McLean Historical Society.   

 

Tarr, Ron: After World War II, Ron’s family relocated to Forestville (Great Falls) where his  

father purchased 22 acres on Crooked Crow Lane. In his recollections, Ron describes the 

Forestville community as he recalled it while maturing into adulthood. Amongst many things, he 

mentions the Grange, Great Falls Park, the Old Salem Church, Thelma’s the Fall Festival, 

Bradford’s Turkey Farm, and Buck’s General Store. Ron’s 2006 interview can be found in 

Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 395. This 

book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room or by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Taylor, Anita: Anita’s 2003 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason  University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

   



 

 

 

Taylor, Zelma Hall: Zelma’s 2000 transcribed oral history relating to McLean can be found at the 

Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room under the D’Anne Aultman Evans Papers MSS 

06-42. 

 

Thomas, Will: Will’s 2006 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason  University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Thompson, Hazel: In her 1989 interview Hazel talked about the Grange and many things about Great 

Falls through looking at old photographs. Hazel’s transcribed oral history can be obtained at the 

Great Falls Library or by contacting the Great Falls Historical Society. 

 

Thompson, Melvin and Mary Margaret: This interview describes Great Falls and the Spring Hill area 

near Madiera School where Melvin was born in 1913 and the Schoolhouse on the property of 

Wallace Carper. A description of the Tysons area, Route 123 and Route 7, when it was just a 

rural country store, a peach orchard, and a garage was related. Melvin talked about Myers Store, 

bulldozing the peach orchard for Tysons Corner Plaza, and later spoke about streetcars. At one 

time, Mary Margaret’s family owned Strawberry Vale. The house was demolished for the  

building of the Beltway. Their transcribed interview can be found at the Great Falls Library or by 

contacting the Great Falls Historical Society.  

 

Thornton, Viriese Hall: Viriese resided on Cottonwood Street in the Chesterbrook area of what today is 

McLean her entire life. She was a descendent of Christopher and Maria Hall, freed slaves who 

purchased 22 acres in Lincolnville (later Chesterbrook) in 1865. As the land was later sold off in 

parcels, she wrote a letter of welcome to each of the new homeowners. Her recollection includes 

one of the letters. Viriese’s letter of welcome can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of 

McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, on page 401. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison 

Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting 

the McLean Historical Society.   

 

Tillman, Betty: Betty’s 2007 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason  University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Timblin, Kathleen Seegers: Kathleen and her first husband, Scott Seegers, wanted a rural life-style. In 

1960 they built a house overlooking the Potomac at Yellow Falls and Turkey Island. Kathleen 

talked about having an RFD address, the abandoned residence of artist Louis Linn, Boyle Lane, 

and nearly drowning in the river one very cold February afternoon. Kathleen’s 2006 interview 

can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on 

page 403. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the 

Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room or by contacting the McLean Historical Society.   

 

Todd, James W.: James was a real estate developer, advisor, and investor. He was president of three  

companies: Gulf Reston, Mobil Land Development Corporation, and The Peterson Companies. 

Under the ownership of both Gulf Reston and Mobile Land Development, he was a leading figure 

in the development of the new town of Reston. His 1982 interview can be found at George Mason 

University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection Series 3, Transcripts: Northern 

Virginia Community (1962-1988), Box 16, Folder 23. 

 

Tracey, Sue: Sue’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be 

obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 



 

 

 

Trammell, Horace:  Horace was born in Forestville (Great Falls) in Dickey’s Inn. He spent his  

Childhood in Forestville and the area of Great Falls Park. He interview primarily focused on the 

history of the inn and its activities. His memories also include bootlegging, the merry-go-round at 

the park, the Great Falls Inn, and canal operations along the C&O Canal near Chain Bridge. 

Horace’s 2008 remembrances can be found in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & 

Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 287. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison 

Library, Great Falls Library, Fairfax County’s Library Virginia Room, or by contacting the 

McLean Historical Society.  

 

Trefil, James: James’ 2002 interview can be found in CD format (two) at the George Mason  University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Trotter, Ruth: In 1949, Ruth and her husband, Jim, purchased an acre of land along Georgetown Pike  

and later, along with their children, moved into a small precut house they put together. Ruth 

talked about the Shotroff House, raising peacocks, the Bullneck Mine, artist Louis Linn, and 

schools. Ruth’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great 

Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 407. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, 

Great Falls Library, Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, and by contacting the 

McLean Historical Society 

 

Trump, Kathy: Kathy’s 2009 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason  University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Turnage, Martha: Martha’s 1984 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason  University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

  

Turner, Mark: Mark was born and raised in Forestville (Great Falls). He talked about the farmhouse  

built by Luke Turner ca1869 located at Georgetown Pike and Springvale Road. His grandparents, 

Mark and Grace Turner, moved into the house in 1936, after moving their dairy herd up the Pike 

from property at Riverbend Road. They named the place Markdale Farm. Mark addressed 

dairying, farming, Triangle’s Store, selling the property, and his remodeling the house beginning 

in 2000. Mark’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great 

Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 411. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, 

Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room.  

 

Ushio, Judi: Judi was a leading personality in the development of the town of Reston and, at one time,  

she was the president of the Reston Homeowners Association. In her 1982 interview she talked 

about the association, its future plans, and how members were elected or appointed. Judi’s 

interview can be obtained in a two page transcript and a two page written transcript at the George 

Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, Series 3, Transcripts: 

Northern Virginia Community, 1962-1988, Box 16, Folder 24. 

 

Utterback, Fred and Alice Corder Utterback: Alice grew up in the Great Falls area of Colvin Run and 

married Fred Utterback, a descendant of the Utterbacks who operated a country store on what is 

now Utterback Store Road. Alice was a realtor and at one time owned Great Falls Realty. Both 

Alice and Fred enjoyed history and were active in the Great Falls Historical Society. Their oral 

interview can be obtained by contacting the Great Falls Historical Society. 

  

Vahouny, Val: Val and her husband George, an assistant professor at George Washington University, 



 

 

moved into their newly built Kings Park home with their children in 1963, paying $21,250. 

Amongst many topics, she spoke of the Chelsea Garden Club, her children’s involvement with 

the Virginia Swim League, and the Braddock road Youth Club. She talked about their house fire 

and moving back into it after 4 ½ months of renovation because they so enjoyed the 

neighborhood.  Val’s 2005 oral interview can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript 

Collection, MSS 13-02, or or online at braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, 

Fairfax, Virginia.”  

 
Van Patten, Charles H.: Charlie, one of nine children, grew up on a farm on Georgetown Pike near the 

Community of Forestville (today Great Falls). His father, Frank Van Patten, worked as a toll 

collector on Georgetown Pike when tolls were collected. Charlie talked about many topics in his 

recollection, such as Colvin Run Mill, the Connecticut Pie Company, the merry-go-round at Great 

Falls Park, and square dancing at the Great Falls Grange. His 1983 interview can be found in two 

cassettes at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project at Series 2, 

Northern Virginia Changes, 1962-1990, Box 11 and 12. It can be obtained in a seven page 

abstract and handwritten interview notes at Transcripts: Northern Virginia Changes, 1972-1989, 

Series 4, Box 16., Folder 25. An additional 1983 transcribed oral interview under the “100th 

Anniversary of the Millard Family at Colvin Run Mill” at the Great Falls Library or by contacting 

the Great Falls Historical Society. 

 
Van Patten, Herbert Lee: Herbie’s great-grandparents, Augustus and Sarah Brown, purchased 317 acres 

on both sides of today’s Route 7 near the Colvin Run and Hunter Mill area in 1851. He talked 

about the Brown, Van Patten, Wheeler, and Crippen families. He included the Colvin Run area, 

Forestville (Great Falls), Brown’s Memorial Cemetery, dairy farming, relocating Brown’s Chapel 

Church and the Wheeler/Crippen farmhouse, and saving the stone well-house built in 1851. 

Herbie’s 2009 remembrances can be found in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & 

Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 293. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison 

Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting 

the McLean Historical Society.  

 

Van Wagoner, Caroline Evans: Caroline’s parents, Bayard and Ruth Evans, moved to McLean in 1942,  

eventually acquiring over 42 acres, and operating the property as a working farm. Their landmark 

Evans Farm Inn was built in 1958. Caroline discussed the inn, the Drew Dairy Farm, the McLean 

Summer Theatre, and the first McLean Horse Show held at Ballantrae. Caroline’s 2006 interview 

can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on 

page 421. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the 

Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society.  

 

Van Wagoner, Dariel Knauss: Dariel was born and raised in a Sears & Roebuck house in the Walter 

Heights area of McLean. She talks about the neighborhood and McLean, including Ballantrae, 

Salona, the Rhinehart riding farm, the Franklin Sherman School, and the McLean Carnival. 

Dariel’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, 

Virginia, beginning on page 425. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great 

Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean 

Historical Society.  

 

Van Wagoner, John: John grew up on a 700 acre farm in Maryland where tobacco was the main crop. 

In 1949, his family moved into “The 1830 House” in McLean, once the manse for the Lewinsville 

Presbyterian Church. He said the community was very primitive at that time and talked about 

Evans Farm, the McLean Kiwanis Club, and building an air-raid shelter on his property. John’s 



 

 

2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, 

beginning on page 431. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls 

Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room., or the McLean Historical Society.  

 

Vaughn, Jay Ell: Jan’s 2008 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason  University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Veatch, Charles: Charles’s 2006 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason  University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Vekker, Lev: Lev’s 2001 interview can be found in CD format (two) at the George Mason  University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Verhalen, Phyllis: Phyllis was born in Iowa and came to McLean in 1971 with her husband Robert and 

their two children. Among many topics, she talked about Churchill Road School, McLean 

Women’s Club, Langley Garden Club, the National Holiday Green’s Exhibition in the U. S. 

Botanic Gardens, Fairfax County Tree Commission, Arbor Day Program, McLean Orchestra, and 

Vincent Hall. This 2016 interview with Phyllis can be obtained in transcribed format by 

contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Vickery, Clarene: Clarene and her husband moved to Vienna after World War II. She taught school and 

in 1956 founded Vienna’s Parkwood School. In her 2014 oral history video Clarene described 

what life in general was like at that time. She elaborated on their first home in Vienna which was 

situated adjacent to the Washington & Old Dominion Railroad tracks, but primarily focused on 

the Parkwood School, teaching, and the growth of the area. A partial of the recorded video can be 

viewed at Vienna’s Freeman Store and Museum. 

 

Vinish, Pete: Pete’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be 

obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

  

Volz, Jean Payne: Jean, a well known area artist, was born in McLean, growing up on Popular Street,  

renamed Beverly Avenue. Her grandparents, Louisa and William Arnold, lived in a farmhouse on 

Balls Hill Road that was later turned into office space for the Langley School. She talks of 

Storm’s Store, the trolley stop, canning, the Franklin Sherman School, lunch programs, and the 

1936 flood. Jean’s 2005 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & 

Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 417. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison 

Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting 

the McLean Historical Society.  

 

Vozzolo, Elizabeth Mary Elma Besley: Elizabeth taught at the Baileys Crossroads Elementary School  

before World War II and later served as its principal. She took over her husband’s trucking firm, 

J.V. Vozzolo, after he died in 1959. She participated in preserving Wakefield Chapel, which was 

built by her grandfather, Oliver G. Besley, and his neighbors in 1897. Elizabeth has two oral 

interviews (1976 and 1977) pertaining to family life in Fairfax County and Wakefield Chapel that 

can be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room 

in Fairfax City under the D’Anne Aultmann Evans Papers MSS 06-42. A third transcribed 

interview can be found at the same location under the VRARE B Vozzolo collection. These three 

interviews can also be obtained in transcribed and cassette format at the Northern Virginia Oral 

History Project at George Mason University. Two are listed under Northern Virginia Community, 



 

 

1958-1990, Series 1, Box 12 and the third is a 13 page transcript found under Transcripts: 

Northern Virginia Community, 1962-1988, Series 3, Box 26.  

 

Wagner, Mable: Mable’s 1972 transcribed oral history about McLean/Langley history can be found at 

  the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room under the D’Anne Aultmann Evans Papers  

MSS 06-42, VRARE B Wagner, and the Virginia Room oral history tape recording no. 35. This 

interview can also be located in cassette format and a 21 page transcript at the Northern Virginia 

Oral History Project at George Mason University under Northern Virginia Community, 1958-

1990, Series 1, Box 12.  

 

Wagstaff, Robert Edward: Eddie was a resident of Chantilly who lived on the old Fitzhugh property  

near Sully. He was deeply concerned about losing much of the historic significance of the area 

with the development of an airport (Dulles) so close to Chantilly and led the campaign to save 

historic Sully. In 1969 Eddie established and endowed the Sully Foundation to assure the 

continued preservation of the house. Eddie’s 1966 account of saving the Sully Plantation can be 

found in cassette format and a one page abstract at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at 

George Mason University under Northern Virginia Community, 1958-1990, Series 1, Box 12.  

 

Wahl, Edna Blue: Edna, the wife of Fairfax County policeman and detective Richard Wahl, grew up in a  

farmhouse on Lewinsville Road. She discussed her early years growing up in McLean and the 

Lewinsville Corridor. She mentioned the Shiloh Baptist Church conducting baptisms in nearby 

Scotts Run, Gypsies, the trolley stop at Swinks Mill Road, and Little Boy Blue Plumbing and 

Heating. Edna’s 2008 remembrances can be found in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of 

McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 301. This book can be obtained at the Dolley 

Madison Library, Fairfax City Library, and the Virginia Room.  

 

Wakefield, Lowell Tennyson, Jr.: Lowell’s 1976 transcribed oral history concerning his family’s history 

(ca.1915-1975), Wakefield Chapel, and farming life in Fairfax County can be obtained at the 

Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room under the D’Anne Aultmann Evans Papers MSS 

06-42 and VRARE B Wakefield. This same interview can be found in cassette format and a seven 

page transcript at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason University under 

Northern Virginia Community, 1958-1990, Series 1, Box 12.  

 

Walker, Bertha Bowman: In her 1980 interview, Bertha, wife of Wilbur Walker, discusses the history of  

Oakton and Chantilly, dairy farming, and Church of the Brethren. Bertha’s recollections can be in 

cassette format at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason University under 

Northern Virginia Community, 1958-1990, Series 1, Box 12.  

  

Walker, Vernon J.: Vernon believed in a healthy coexistence between nature and people. He was hired  

in 1967 as the first director of the Reston Nature Center. The center was later named the Vernon 

J. Walker Nature Center in his honor.  In his 1981 interview Vernon discussed the growth and 

development of Reston, including changes within the community that brought about the growth 

of the town. His interview can be found in cassette format at the Northern Virginia Oral History 

Project at George Mason University under Northern Virginia Community, 1958-1990, Series 1, 

Box 12 and Transcripts: Northern Virginia Changes, 1972-1989, Series 4, Box 16, Folder 29. 

 

Ward, Lou: Lou and her husband, Norman, moved into the Franklin Park area of McLean in 1956. She  

indicated that Franklin Park was one big family and there were always neighborhood parties. She 

spoke of everyone raking his own leaves, bond fires, Pflieger’s meat bus at Tyson’s Corner, 

Maplewood, the Franklin Park Woman’s Club, and the trolley station at Park Road. Lou’s 2006 

interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, 



 

 

beginning on page 435. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls 

Library, and the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room.  

  

Warner, Hilda Offut: Hilda’s (Mrs. Elmer Warner) 1984 transcribed oral history can be found in the 

Virginia rare book section (VRARE B Warner) of Fairfax County’s Virginia Room or by 

contacting the Great Falls Historical Society. 

 

Washington, Frederick: Frederick was born in Herndon in 1926. As a black, he described some of the  

difficulties of growing up in Herndon and discrimination against blacks. He related stories of 

other blacks in the area, attending school, Cooktown, and how the police treated blacks. 

Frederick’s 2001 interview can be obtained by contacting Chuck Mauro at HMSHistory.com. 

 

Waters, Nancy: Nancy talked about a black settlement in Herndon known as Cooktown. She said that the 

area was named Cooktown after Frederick Cook, a black who purchased the property in 1893 for 

his family. It remained a segregated community until the late 1960s, ehen there were about 12 

families living there with dirt roads and no running water. Nancy’s 2001 interview can be 

obtained by contacting Chuck Mauro at HMSHistory.com.  

 

Watson, John, Jr.: John grew up with a McLean address at a rural crossroads known as Tysons Corner.  

His family grew fruit, mainly peaches, which he sold at a stand in front of their house on Chain 

Bridge Road. He described the Tysons setting as he remembered it as a youth, before launching 

into a discussion of the development of the Tysons Corner Regional Shopping Center. John’s 

2008 remembrances can be found in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & Great 

Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 307. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, 

the Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Watt, Grace Pulley and Anne Pulley: Grace, the wife of Egbert Thompson Watt, lived at historic Oak  

Hill. She was joined in her 1976 and 1977 interviews by her daughter Mary Pulley. They 

discussed family living along Wakefield Chapel Road, Wakefield Chapel, and schooling in 

Fairfax County. These two interviews can be found in cassette or transcribed format at the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room rare book section under VRARE B Watt and the D’Anne 

Aultmann Evans Papers MSS 06-42. They can also be located at the George Mason University 

libraries Special Collection and Archive Division under the Northern Virginia Oral History 

Project Collection, Northern Virginia Community, 1959-1990, Series 1, Box 10 and at the same 

library under Transcripts: Northern Virginia Community, 1962-1988. 

 

Webb, Ernest E.: Ernest, an African American, lived in the Lewinsville area of McLean. He was a long- 

time member of Gunnel’s Chapel United Methodist Church on Georgetown Pike and joined the 

William Watters United Methodist Church when the two merged. After retiring from the 

government, he sold home grown fruits and vegetables for over 20 years from a stand in front of 

his house on Balls Hill Road. Ernest’s 1972 transcribed oral history can be found at the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room under the D’Anne Aultmann Evans Papers MSS 06-42. 

This same interview can be obtained in cassette format and a five page transcript at the Northern 

Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason University under Series 1, Northern Virginia 

Community, 1958-1990, Box 12.  

 

Weimer, Daniel: A two-page abstract of Daniel’s 1982 interview can be found at the George Mason 

University Library’s Oral History Project Collection, Series 4: Transcripts Northern Virginia 

Changes (1972-1989), Box 16, folder 30.  

  

Wekerle, Inge: Inge’s 1999 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason  University 



 

 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Welch, Frankie: Frankie, owner of an Alexandria woman’s clothing boutique called “Frankie Welch of 

Virginia,” designed dresses and accessories that were the height of fashion. She designed a green 

silk gown for Betty Ford that has been displayed in the First Ladies Hall at the Smithsonian. 

Frankie was best known for her scarves. Inspired by her Cherokee heritage, one of her most well-

known patterns featured the Cherokee alphabet. Frankie’s 1988 oral history can be found at in 

cassette format at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason University under 

Series 2, Northern Virginia Changes, 1962-1990, Box 12. A 2010 interview conducted by 

Richard Norton Smith for the Gerald R. Ford Oral History Project can be found online at 

https://geraldfordfoundation.org/centennial/oralhistory/frankie-welch/. 

 

Wells, Harry E.: Harry was the city manager for the City of Falls Church. His 1983 recollection can be 

found in cassette forma at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason University 

under Series 1, Northern Virginia Community, 1958-1990, Box 12.  

 

Werner, B. H. (Buck): For several decades, beginning in 1944, Buck owned and operated the general 

store in Great Falls. His 1984 transcribed oral history can be found at the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room rare book section under VRARE B Werner or by contacting the Great 

Falls Historical Society. 

 

West, William A.: William, a Vienna resident, addressed life as life as an African-American in Fairfax  

County. He is buried in the Pleasant Grove Cemetery in McLean. His 1974 transcribed oral 

interview can be found at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room rare book section 

under VRARE B West. Four additional interviews are available at the Northern Virginia Oral 

History Project at George Mason University under Northern Virginia Community, 1955-1990, 

Series 1, Box 12 and 13. They are as follows: A 1970 cassette and 14 page transcript titled 

“Student’s and Teacher’s Reminiscences of the Black School of Fairfax County (ca1875-1955);” 

A 1971 cassette with no title; A 1974 Part 1 cassette and 72 page transcript titled “Black 

Community Life in and Around Vienna (ca.1870-1940); and a 1974 Part 2 cassette and 67 page 

transcript titled “Black Community Life in and Around Vienna (ca.1870-1960). 

 

Whalan, Elaine “Chipper:” Elaine’s interview dated April 8, 2005 can be found in CD format at the 

  George Mason  UniversityOral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

  

Whalan, John: John’s interview of March 4, 2005 can be found in CD format at the George Mason 

   University Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Wheat, William (Willie): Willie was a World War II paratrooper who grew up on the ten acre farm his 

family owned in McLean. His father raised hogs and owned the P. T. Morgan feed store. He 

speaks about the KKK, the French Trammell farm, the McLean Volunteer Fire Department, 

flying planes as a hobby, receiving the Vail Award, and participating in a documentary involving 

the Battle of Luzon. Willie’s 2008 remembrances can be found in Yesterday, Additional 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 313. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room, or by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

 

Whetzel, Naomi: Naomi joined the Great Falls Historical Society in 1972. Not long after she began  

collecting old photos and photographing places and things around the Great Falls area. This 

turned into a documentary project and is known today as the Naomi Whetzel Collection. Naomi’s 

1990 interview can be obtained through the Great Falls Historical Society. 



 

 

 

Whitesides, William Lee: In 1970, William was appointed director of the rapidly growing Fairfax 

County Public Library system. He expanded its structure by overseeing the opening of new 

branches and by 1974, the Fairfax County Public Library system was the largest by circulation in 

the Southeastern United States and the seventh largest in the nation. He resigned in 1981.  In 

1998, he authored of Reinvention of the Public Library for the 21st Century. William’s interview 

can be obtained at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection, 

Series 2, Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 13. 

 

Wickline, Raymond Crittenden IV: Raymond’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a 

High School” can be obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

 

Wigren, Ellen: A recorded video with Ellen was produced by Historic Fairfax City, Inc. in 2011. It is 

  available at Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room or at the Fairfax Museum Gift Shop.   

 

Wilkes, Barbara Carter: The family of Barbara’s mother was the fifth generation of the Barnes family 

descendants living in the area of Tysons Corner named Stoney Hill, and her father was a 

descendant of Cyrus Carter, founder of First Baptist Church Lincolnville. She attended Odrick’s 

School, Louise Archer School, and Luther Jackson. She spoke of canning, cracking walnuts, and 

having elegant tea parties in the front yard of her grandmother. Barbara’s 2006 interview can be 

found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 

441. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, and the 

Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room.  

 

Wilkins, Anne: Anne and her husband, Donald, moved into Fairfax County in 1939 and purchased the 

Munson Hill estate (ca.1859) at Bailey’s Crossroads in 1943. Both were active in civic affairs. 

Anne was appointed to the Fairfax County Planning Commission, followed by being elected to 

the Board of Supervisors in 1951. She served three four year terms and became the board’s first 

female chairman in 1958. After losing reelection in 1963, she went on to open her own real estate 

firm Anne Wilkins & Associates. Anne’s 1974 transcribed interview can be found at the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room under VRARE B Wilkins. This same interview can be 

obtained in cassette format and a 25 page transcript at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project 

at George Mason University under Northern Virginia Community, 1955-1990, Series 1, Box 13.  

The Anne Wilkins Collection 1936-1998, consisting of 6.85 linear feet of her papers and 

photographs, can also be obtained at the Virginia Room under MSS 06-57.  

 

Will, Joe: Joe’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be obtained in 

cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room under 

Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

 

Williams, Editha Corner: Editha moved to McLean in 1946, after marrying Avery Corner, whose 

mother was the first principal at the Franklin Sherman School. She was amazed at how small 

McLean was when she arrived, having to pay a poll tax, and the ruralness of the Fairfax County 

schools. Editha’s 2006 interview can be found in Yesterday, 100 Recollections of McLean & 

Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 445. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison 

Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting 

the McLean Historical Soceity.  

 

Williams, Frank: Frank was a longtime Oakton resident active in the community activities of both 



 

 

Oakton and Vienna. Frank’s recollection discussing the history of Oakton can be found in 

cassette format at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason University under 

Northern Virginia Community, 1958-1990, Series 1, Box 13.  

 

Willis, Tucker: In walking through the photo exhibit at the Great Falls Art Center in 1990, Tucker 

pointed out a good deal of the history of Forestville (today Great Falls) and Dranesville. He 

talked about Great Falls Park during the time it was privately owned by the Great Falls & Old 

Dominion Railroad, the lookout tower with a searchlight that played on the falls at night, the 

merry-go-round, Dickie’s Inn, the Great Falls Inn owned by the Schmitz family, and the flood of 

1936 among many topics. He went on to talk about many families and places such as Dunbarton, 

Mayfield, and Doctors William and Jack Day. Tuckers transcribed recollection can be found at 

the Great Falls Library or by contacting the Great Falls Historical Society. 

 

Wing, Sis: In 1959, Sis and her husband, Allie, purchased four acres in McLean off Swinks Mill Road 

that included an 1897 farmhouse. She had two horses and since the countryside was undeveloped 

she could ride them all over the area. She spoke about various animals, including “Nate the 

Snake,” the nearby stop of the Great Falls & Old Dominion Railroad, and the 1977 plane crash 

into a house on Foxhound Road. This 2006 interview of Sis can be found in Yesterday, 100 

Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 449. This book can be 

obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, and the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room.  

 

Wingblade, Ann: Ann’s 2002 interview can be found in CD format at the George Mason University 

Oral History Project Collection (1978 – 2013). 

 

Winston, Gertrude Chesley: Gertrude was a teacher, principal, and administrator with the Fairfax 

County Public Schools for over 40 years. Her reminiscences of a school teacher can be found in 

cassette format and an 11 page abstract at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George 

Mason University under Northern Virginia Community, 1955-1990, Series 1, Box 13.  

 

Winter, Helen: Helen and her husband moved to Annandale in 1969. Helen began her 2005 interview by 

stating that the area had become more diversified than when they first arrived. She spoke of the 

tollhouse at the corner of Ravensworth and 236, Adopt-a-Highway, Annandale Planning 

Commission, block parties on all the holidays, Clean Fairfax Council, Annandale Women’s Club, 

and the Hillbrook/Tall Oaks Civic Association. Helen’s oral interview can be obtained in written 

or DVD format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room in Fairfax City under 

Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02, or online at braddockheritage.org “A 

Look Back at Braddock District, Fairfax, Virginia.”  

  

Wissler, N. Lou: Lou became an instructor at the Northern Virginia Police Academy and was appointed  

to serve as Virginia’s first female special justice in 1973. She was married to Dr. Charles Wissler, 

one of McLean’s first dentists. Besides talking about his practice, which was located adjacent to 

their house, she describes many of his patients, the Balls Hill Road neighborhood, and changes 

that took place to McLean over the years. Lou’s 2008 remembrances can be found in Yesterday, 

Additional Recollections of McLean & Great Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 321. This book 

can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public 

Library’s Virginia Room., or the by contacting the McLean Historical Society. 

  

Wolf, Agnes (Aggie): Aggie was an investigator for the Senate War Investigative Committee, also known 

as the Truman Committee. She describes the historic farmhouse adjacent to the stone house 

Ballantrae that she and her husband moved into when first married. She continued by discussing 



 

 

Congressman Joel Broyhill’s first campaign, the growth of McLean, Neighbors for a Better 

Community, the battle over the Burling Tract, and Friends of Pleasant Grove Church. Aggie’s 

2009 remembrances can be found in Yesterday, Additional Recollections of McLean & Great 

Falls, Virginia, beginning on page 329. This book can be obtained at the Dolley Madison Library, 

Great Falls Library, the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room, or by contacting the 

McLean Historical Society. 

 

Wood, Carol: Carol’s oral history titled “Thomas Jefferson, The Story of a High School” can be 

obtained in cassette tape or transcribed format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia 

Room under Project Collection MSS 11-04. 

 

Woods, Robert Langton: Langton was the vice-president for Construction and Development of the 

Little River Management Company. His 1985 two-page abstract can be found at the George 

Mason University Library’s Oral History Project Collection, Series 4: Transcripts Northern 

Virginia Changes (1972-1989), Box 16, Folder 32.  

 

Woodson, Wilbert Tucker: W. T., as he was known, was superintendent of the Fairfax County Public 

Schools from 1929-1961. The W. T. Woodson High School in Fairfax opened in 1962 and was 

named in his honor. A 1969 cassette and one page abstract addressing administrating Fairfax 

County Schools can be obtained at the Northern Virginia Oral History Project at George Mason 

University under Northern Virginia Community, 1955-1990, Series 1, Box 13.   

  

Wrenn, Tony: Tony, an author and, at one time, a member of the Fairfax County History Commission, 

helped preserve Huntley as a Virginia landmark. Tony’s 1984 oral interview may be obtained in 

cassette format under the Ross Netherton Oral History Tape Collection MSS 13-03 at the Fairfax 

County Public Library’s Virginia Room. 

 

Wrench, William: In 1957 Bill, a major force in the growth and development of Fairfax County, became  

the first Director of Industrial Development of Fairfax County. Later he was chairman of the 

Fairfax County School Board, a member of the Commonwealth of Virginia Highway 

Commission, president of the Fairfax County Chamber of Commerce, and president of the 

Greater Washington Board of Trade. He ran unsuccessfully for chairmanship of the Fairfax 

County Board of Supervisors in 1972, losing to John F. (Jack) Herrity. Bill’s oral interview can 

be obtained in written or DVD format at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room in 

Fairfax City under Braddock’s True Gold Manuscript Collection, MSS 13-02, or online at 
braddockheritage.org “A Look Back at Braddock District, Fairfax, Virginia.”  

 

Wright, Carol and Bill: Carol and Bill resided in the oldest house in Herndon, built by George Payne, a  

friend of George Washington, in 1783. In their interview they related what they knew about the 

house. To obtain a copy of this interview contact Chuck Mauro at HMSHistory.com. 

 

Wynkoop, Virgie Wells: Virgie was born in 1878. She grew up in the Oakton/Hunter Mill area and 

attended the one-room Clarke School. She and her husband, Arthur Wynkoop, moved to Herndon 

in 1928, where she operated the Elden Street Beauty Shop. In 1978, at age 100, she wrote a 

manuscript titled “Progress,” which is available online at herndonhistoricalsociety.org. A 1977 

transcribed interview and cassette titled “Community Life in Vienna, Virginia (ca.1890-1960)” 

can be found at George Mason University Library’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project 

Collection, Series 1, Northern Virginia Community (1959-1990), Box 13, and Series 3, 

Transcripts: Northern Virginia Community (1962-1968), Box 16, Folder 33. This same 

transcribed interview can also be obtained at the Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room  

under the D’Anne Aultmann Evans Papers MSS 06-42. 



 

 

Young, Lehman: A recorded video with Lehman was produced by Historic Fairfax City, Inc. in 2008. It  

is available at Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room or at the Fairfax Museum Gift 

Shop.   

 

Young, Shirley: A recorded video with Shirley was produced by Historic Fairfax City, Inc. in 2008. It is 

  available at Fairfax County Public Library’s Virginia Room or at the Fairfax Museum Gift Shop.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Descendants and Friends of the Millard Family of Colvin Run: Addison Millard purchased Colvin 

Run Mill in 1883. The mill and its operations remained in the Millard family until 1934. A two 

page abstract and a four page handwritten abstract of the 1983 interview with descendants of the 

Millard family can be obtained at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History 

Project Collection, Series 4, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Changes (1972-1989), Box 14, Folder 

12.  

 

Falls Church Community Center Dedication: The 1968 dedication of the Falls Church Community 

Center can be found at the George Mason University Library’s Oral History Project Collection, 

Northern Virginia Community (1958-1990), Series 1, Box 3. 

  

Legato School: In March of 1969 the Fairfax County School Board established a committee to make  

plans to commemorate the centennial anniversary of public school education in Virginia. One of 

the projects the committee tackled was highlighting the Old Legato School which was one of the 

few remaining one-room schools in the county that was still standing. The 1970 interview is a 

group discussion which addressed moving the schoolhouse to its present site on Chain Bridge 

Road, its history, architecture, and archaeological research. This interview may be found in 

cassette format at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral History Project Collection 

under Series 2, Northern Virginia Changes (1962-1990), Box 8. 

 

Reston Land Corporation: This was a 1981 group interview at the office of the Reston Land 

Corporation that included many of the principal players in the development of the new town of 

Reston: Peter McCandless, Jim Cleveland, Francis Steinbauer and James Todd. This interview 

may be found in a 33 page transcript at George Mason University’s Northern Virginia Oral 

History Project Collection under Series 3, Transcripts: Northern Virginia Community (1962-

1988), Box 16, Folder 10. 
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